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Society Monthly News for August 2017 
 

STOP PRESS!>>>STOP PRESS!>>>STOP PRESS!>>>STOP PRESS!>>>STOP PRESS!>>> 
As a bonus for members this coming year our Society will trial NO COST Support Groups! 
The cost of conducting these groups in the library rooms amounts to nearly $1000 per year, but this coming 
year, as part of our endeavour to reduce costs to members it has been decided to offer to cover this expense. 
 
In the last month of winter, we conduct our Annual General Meeting which will be on Saturday 
12 August 2017 at 1.30pm. The meeting will be preceded by the monthly business meeting and 
after a break we will hear from Gionni Di Gravvio, University Archivist from Newcastle 
university. Of course, it will be at the usual venue of CC Mac Adams Music Centre, and the 
venue will be open from 12:30pm to allow time for you to mix and socialise with other members 
and visitors; so please arrive early and get a good seat.  
 

A reminder that Research Assistance is now being offered on a Saturday! Library volunteers are available 
on the second Saturday of the month, prior to the monthly meeting. This is for members only who are unable 
to come to the Library during the week. To use this facility, please contact the Secretary. 
 

We will be conducting a beginners’/refreshers’ seminar to be held on 23rd August as part of the National 
Family History Month celebrations. It will be held in the meeting room of the Port Macquarie-Hastings 
Library. This is a free session for all, commencing at 10am and going through to 12:30pm with morning tea 
provided. The topics “Starting Your Family History” and “Basic Sources for Family History” are 
targeted at the ‘newbies’, although some of us could benefit from going back to the basics. Members of the 
public will be invited to come along as well, therefore bookings will be essential due to the limited capacity of 
the meeting room (50). More details will be at the General Meeting. 
As recognition of the “Districts” we will also conduct the beginners’ seminar at Laurieton on 30th August and 
in Wauchope on 1st September in conjunction with the library branches in both places. Both these seminars 
will run from 10am to 12.30. 
We have secured a prize from Ancestry to celebrate Family History Month. Participants from the three venues 
can enter the draw for the subscription. If you know of someone who is interested in Family History, please 
encourage them to attend at any venue.  

 

The new publication, a Field Guide to Port Macquarie and District Cemeteries is progressing well. More 
details will be available over the next few months. 
 

From 1st September 2017, the Church of Jesus Christ of Latter-day Saints (LDS) will 
cease the microfilm and microfiche borrowing service. This has been in the wind 
for a while now, due to the gradual phasing out of the microfilm and microfiche 
products, which are either not being produced or their manufacturing cost is too high. 
In any event, the LDS has been using digital technology to preserve important 
records for some time now and this is the future. 

 

Footsteps – The August 2017 edition of Footsteps will be available to be collected at the August 
Meeting. This edition will then be posted to those who are unable to attend the meeting. 
The next edition and the cut-off date for submissions is 22nd September 2017. There is no 
focus for the next edition, but maybe some of the Ancestor Occupations from the September 
meeting may be suitable to go into print? The editor is always seeking articles from members and 
submitters’ names are included in a prize draw to receive a one year PMDFHS membership 
subscription. Why not set yourself a challenge for National Family History Month and write a short (1-2 page) 
article for Footsteps? It can be on any family history related topic! 
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Orders are now being accepted for Society Coffee mugs with the name and logo at 
$12.00 (cost). A list is being generated and when the number of pre-orders reaches 10 
the mugs will be ordered. Please speak to Pauline Every (Publicity Officer) and pay 
the Treasurer. 
Book Launch: Member, Noeline Kyle’s book launch went well 

with several members travelling through inclement weather to attend the launch. Port 
Macquarie members may hear Noeline discuss her book at the Port Macquarie library on 
15 August at 10am when she is conducting an author visit. Bookings can be made by 
calling the library on 6581 8755 or emailing portlib@mnclibrary.org.au. 
 
The NSW &ACT Annual Association Conference in 2017 is being hosted by the 
Orange Family History Group and Orange City Council. The dates are 22nd to 24th 
September 2017 at the Orange Cultural Precinct. These conferences are always a wonderful opportunity to 
mix with other family historians and learn more about research. The website is: 

yourfamilystoryinorange.wordpress.com where you may find out more about speakers and prices, etc. Several 

members have already indicated their intention to go so you 
will be amongst friends. Please note that the early bird 
registrations closed 3rd July 2017. However, they are still 
accepting registrations should you wish to attend. 
 

 

Coffs Harbour Seminar: Saturday 12 Aug - 10am-1pm. Workshop led by Kerry Farmer - a well-known 
Genealogist, Genealogy instructor, writer and speaker in Sydney, and the Author of 'DNA for Genealogists' 
and co-author of 'Which Genealogy Program?'  The topics for this workshop will be English and Scottish 
Research. Register on 02 6651 6126, or email: coffsgenie.gmail.com 
Lake Macquarie Seminar: Saturday 16 Sep – 10am-4pm. Laurie and Lorraine Turtle – NSW, South 
Australian, Tasmanian, English and Scottish BDM certificate transcription agents as well as NSW State Records 
Retrieval Service agents and proficient family history researchers who will be enlightening participants with 
some of their genealogy experiences and answering questions. 
Armidale Seminar: 21st Oct - One-day seminar at the Research Centre, Kentucky Street, Armidale. Titled 
‘An Amazing Resource – Our Female Ancestors’, it will have four sessions covering pioneer women in 
Australia’s history. The cost is $35 per person or $60 for a double. Morning and afternoon tea will be provided, 
thus bring your own lunch. 
 

‘Members only’ Support Groups: Are all held in PM-H Library Meeting Room or Technology Room.  
Sessions have been sponsored by our Society so there is no cost to members.  
Research Support Group: Wed 16th Aug 1:00pm-3:00pm; focus: Timelines/Problem Solving – Do you have 
a question? Bring it along & we will attempt to help you. 
DNA support group: Mon 28 Aug 2017, 1-3pm N.B. Ken will be absent.   
Roots Magic Support Group: Wed 30th August 2017, 1:15pm-3:15pm 
Mastering Ancestry (formerly Family Tree Maker Support Group): Wed 27th Sept 2017, 1-3pm.  
Family Search Support Group: Thu 28th Aug 2017 1-3pm with facilitator Robyn Denley.   
 
 

The Society is always looking for assistance with the Library Roster. Please contact Sue Brindley if you can 
help. Besides helping others, Library Duty is a wonderful way to learn about new FH resources. As always, if 
you can help with the General Meeting Afternoon Tea, please contact Gwen Grimmond.   
 

 

How can your Society help you? 
 

Your committee is committed to providing the best family history experience for its members. Whilst we sit 
around thinking about how we can help our members, we always want to hear from them. We want to know 
what you think and how you think we can improve the society and its meetings. Please send us your letters, 
emails, text messages, carrier pigeon notes, or whatever, and let us know what you think. We want to know 
how the Society can help you better? What we can do to improve your family history experience? 


