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In December 2015, President Rex Toomey, 
on behalf of the Port Macquarie District 
Family History Society handed over a 
cheque for $1000 as a donation to the Port 
Macquarie-Hastings Library. This money 
will enable the library to continue its 
subscription to the popular family history 
resource ‘Findmypast’. 
 
Findmypast, the UK based online 
genealogy service is owned by British 
company DC Thomson Family History. It 
was the first company in the world to make 
the complete birth, marriage and death 

indexes for England and Wales available online. There are currently a wide variety of census, 
directory and historical record information available from across the English speaking world. 
Findmypast has over 1.6 billion searchable records worldwide but, though it is possible to 
search their indexes free, a payment or subscription is required to access the full data. 

Rex Toomey handing over the cheque to Library Manager Jim 
Maguire – photo courtesy of Pam Paterson, member PMDFHS 

http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Genealogy
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Brightsolid
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NEW MEMBERS 
Jennifer Mullin 

Name and Address 
Dianne McDonald – Port Macquarie Margaret Foran – Port Macquarie 
David Bales – Port Macquarie Harry Foran – Port Macqurie 

 

MEMBER GROUPS 
DNA Group 
The DNA group will meet for the first time on 22 February from 2pm to 3pm in the Library 
meeting Room. Members do not have to complete a DNA test before attending this group. 
Small entry donation, laptop useful but not essential. 
RootsMagic 
The first Support Group for 2016 will meet on Wednesday 24 February from 1.15pm to 3.15pm 
in the Library meeting room. Small entry donation, cuppa available.  
Family Tree Maker  
The first Support Group for 2016 will meet on Wednesday 23 March from 1pm to 3pm in the 
Library meeting room. If you have a laptop, bring it along – but not essential. Small entry 
donation, cuppa available. 

 
 

2016 CALENDAR OF MEETINGS 
Venue for General Meetings: CC Mac Adams Music Centre 
(between Olympic Pool and Players Theatre) Port Macquarie 

Thursdays Saturdays Wednesdays 
Committee Meetings 

10.00am – 1.00pm 
Meeting Room, Library 

Monthly Meetings 
1.30-3.30pm 

CC Mac Adams Music 
Centre 

Research Support Group 
1.00pm – 3.00pm 

Technology Room, Library 

4 February 13 February 17 February 
3 March 12 March 16 March 
31 March 9 April      — 
5 May 14 May 18 May 
2 June 11 June 15 June 
30 June 9 July 13 July 
4 August 13 August + AGM 17 August 
1 September 10 September 14 September 
29 September 8 October 12 October 
3 November 12 November 16 November 
1 December 10 December 14 December 
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FROM THE PRESIDENT 
Rex Toomey 

With 2016 now well and truly under way, it is hoped you had a safe and happy time with family 
and friends over Christmas. It is no surprise that last year, which was our thirtieth anniversary, 
was a year full of activity and change. By the end of the year I think we were all exhausted but 
satisfied with what we had achieved. This may have been the result of finding those elusive 
ancestors of ours, breaking down a brick wall or two, meeting new people with the common 
interest of family history or even helping out as a volunteer at the library. Did you have a 
‘Eureka’ moment? Perhaps you were helping somebody else in the library do some family 
history, and they had a ‘Eureka’ moment? 
 
The changes in our Society in 2015 were also very significant. Once again we made the hard 
but necessary decision to move to a larger venue for our monthly meetings. Whilst the library 
venue had many useful facilities such as free internet and access to the library editions of 
Ancestry.com and FindMyPast for demonstrations, it was just too small for the number of 
people attending. It took nearly three months of intense effort to find an alternative venue but 
then we came across the CC Mac Adams Music Centre. This venue was the answer to all our 
hopes and dreams because it turned out to be the perfect alternate venue and the fact that it was 
barely 200 metres away from the library meeting room made it even more appealing. So far 
we have not had any issues especially with the car parking. The year also saw our Society stage 
the State Conference in September and I will not repeat what has been said and written 
previously, other than to say it was a smashing success and if you were not able to go you 
missed a truly memorable event. 
 
There were also other changes during the year that are worth mentioning. In December, 
Ancestry.com announced it was retiring the ‘Family Tree Maker’ software. This was 
completely unexpected and left many people gobsmacked. Personally, I had been expecting it 
because I had started the process of retiring my own product during the year in line with several 
others. Reading the feedback left me feeling there were a lot of angry users out there. 
Fortunately, Family Tree Maker will continue to work for many years to come and there are 
also other alternative products out there. Ancestry.com also made several changes to their 
website which also elicited comment. After using it for several months myself, I have become 
used to it. 
 
Our Society also saw changes with the departure of Footsteps editor Eugenia Rauch whose 
role was taken over by Shirley Aitchison. Shirley has a lot of experience in publishing with 
this being her second edition of Footsteps. She has continued to maintain the high standard of 
our flagship journal and I am sure we shall see enhancements over time as Shirley applies her 
own style to Footsteps. Finally, May Watson stood down as meeting and events coordinator 
with this very important role taken over by Mary Flemming.  
 
Finally, your Society purchased an audio system in December which will be used at all future 
meetings. It was always a concern that members were unable to hear guest speakers when they 
gave their presentations. This was either because of their own hearing issues or that the 
speaker’s voices were too soft. There are two microphones with the new system and I feel sure 
that the difficulty in hearing what is going on at the meetings is now solved.  
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FROM THE EDITOR 
Shirley Aitchison 

The theme for this edition is ‘Your Non United Kingdom Ancestry’. Thank you to all the 
members who contributed interesting stories about ancestors who were not born in the United 
Kingdom. The importance of research and gathering evidence to back up information obtained 
from family members has been demonstrated in a number of the stories.  
Included in this edition is a fascinating story – ‘My Journey of Discovery’ about a person        
who accidently discovered at a young age that she had been adopted and, the search for her 
maternal family. 

 
 

JOURNAL ARTICLES 

The theme for the May 2016 edition of Footsteps is ‘Tracing the lives of your convict 
ancestors’. I am sure there are some interesting stories to be told. How did your ancestors 
come to be convicts? Where did life take them? What research tools did you use?  
Please send your contribution(s) before the deadline of 25 March 2016 to the editor at: 
shirley.a@ozemail.com.au with ‘Footsteps Article’ in the subject line. The editor will confirm 
receipt of your article.  
Photos and illustrations are important and will always enhance a story, so if you have any, 
please attach separately as JPGs and importantly, indicate the position for them in the article. 
If material is copied, ensure that permission is given and provide the source of the information.  
The views expressed by authors and contributors to this Journal are not necessarily those of 
the Society. All articles and items in this Journal are subject to copyright unless otherwise 
indicated. No portion of this Journal may be reproduced without the written permission of      
the Society.  
The names of those who contribute an article for Footsteps will go into a hat for a $20 voucher 
to be drawn at the August General Meeting each year. 
 

 
 

NEWLY ACQUIRED RESOURCES AND REVIEWS 
Wendy Anson 

Call No.  Title and details  
 
NSW:PM 
1b-Port 

Port Macquarie: The Winding Sheet  Port Macquarie Historical Society 
CD ver. 2014 
The Burying Grounds Port Macquarie 1821–1886. A PDF version on 
CD of the original 1996 book of the same name, listing burials in 
chronological order, along with names and any known information. 
(CD: drawer 1/ laptop) 

 

mailto:shirley.a@ozemail.com.au
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JOSEPH FRETUS — PORTUGAL TO HURSTVILLE 
Terry Browne 

This family name originates from Portugal although the correct spelling is de Freitas. Older 
family members seemed to know that they were from a little island off the coast of Portugal. 
Someone said they probably rowed to Lisbon to embark for Australia. In later research I found 
that the little island of Fleurs or Flores, was indeed a small island; one of nine and the most 
distant island that forms the group known as the Azores, 1525km from Portugal – a very long 
row! The Azores had been part of Portugal since 1431. 
 
Joseph de Freitas migrated to Australia in the early 1850s with his brother Francis and their 
cousin, John Francis (anglicised version). They were on board the Water Lily, arriving on 1 
November 1853 from Santa Michael in Portugal. The Water Lily was a small 143 ton ship with 
66 passengers, the majority being Portuguese. The three men were lured to the goldfields, 
searching the areas of Bendigo and Ballarat. According to family stories they were somewhat 
successful and with their new found wealth, made their way to Sydney, finally settling in   
Surry Hills. 
 
The two brothers met and married two sisters, Sophia and Elizabeth Robinson, daughters of a 
shoemaker in Surry Hills. Joseph married Sophia at Christ Church St Laurence in Sydney in 
May 1855 only 18 months after his arrival in the colony. Could he speak much English? We 
will never know. Joseph requested that his name on the marriage certificate should be changed 

to an English spelling. So Reverend Fox dropped the ‘de’    
and suggested the name Fretus – a phonetic version. His 
brother Francis also dropped the ‘de’ but retained the 
Portuguese ‘Freitas’.  
 
My research has mainly been centred on their life in Australia. 
I have researched all the children of both brothers as well as 
the cousin although I do not have the connection between 
them, except for Flores. 
 
All three men and their families did extremely well in their 
lives. Fretus became a well-known name in the 
Peakhurst/Hurstville area. Joseph and his family moved there 
in 1861 where he bought acres of land off Bond and Forest 
Roads, Peakhurst. Joseph worked as a timber getter in both 
Connell’s Bush and Oatley’s Bush. His son Emmanuel was 
also a woodsman and known as a most skilful axeman. 
Emmanuel later joined with his brothers Joseph and John as 
contractors. The ‘Fretus Brothers’ gained contracts for the 
retaining wall at Cronulla beach, and the railway to Cronulla. 
They built roads and bridges throughout New South Wales 
including the now obsolete bridge at Heron’s Creek on the   
old highway. 
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Joseph’s son John, also became a well-known auctioneer and hotelier. His hotels include the 
Sans Souci Hotel (now a Japanese Restaurant) and the ill-fated one at Calabash Point, Berowra 
Creek, where the ruins still remain. The John Fretus Auction Rooms were at 173a Forest Road, 
Hurstville and are currently being considered for heritage listing. 
 
The Fretus family left a number of memorials to the family. These include Fretus Corner in 
Tracy Street, Hurstville, Fretus Park at the Retirement Village at Peakhurst and there is also a 
Fretus Avenue on the South Coast.  
 
John Fretus’ family purchased three burial plots in the newly created Woronora Cemetery and 
erected a memorial for their parents whose bodies were moved from Devonshire Street 
Cemetery in Sydney. This beautiful marble headstone with an angel on top has become a 
landmark at the cemetery and is included in a cemetery walk.  

 

 
 

NON BRITISH ANCESTORS – DOES CHINESE FIT INTO THIS CATEGORY? 
Diane Gillespie 

Tracing my family over the past thirty years or so has been both a rewarding and challenging 
experience as I have encountered many remarkable ancestors.    
 
My maternal side produced the general mix of English, Scottish and Irish ancestors and one 
would think this was enough to maintain my interest and enthusiasm. I had long given up on 
my paternal side as I was having problems obtaining my grandfather’s birth certificate, even 
though I was sure I knew all the details; his parents names’, his actual birth date and place yet 
the dreaded ‘no result’ was proving a stumbling block.  
 
Eric Alfred Langley’s marriage certificate to Ruth Lilian King1 had arrived in due course but 
the birth certificate was really proving elusive. My mother had hinted there were Chinese in 
my father’s family – did she mean an old Uncle who had married one of my aunts? By the time 
I began researching in earnest, both my parents had died and we had lost contact with my 
father’s brothers and sisters upon his death in 1963. So the unsolved mystery was relegated to 
the filing cabinet to be explored at a later date.  
 
It was still nagging me and so I reached out to an uncle (dad’s brother) who had recently moved 
to where I was living in the Riverina. He told me to re-apply for the birth certificate but to    
use the surname Langtip not Langley, as in the previous searches. This research was being 
conducted in the early 1980s so there were no online indexes, and the certificate had to               
be ordered from the various government instrumentalities and received by post in three to    
four weeks.  
 
Eureka! The certificate proved to be the key to the treasure chest and what a treasure it was.    
I still had no idea how deeply I would have to dig to locate the origin of the Chinese name and 
its owner.  
 

________________________________________ 
1 Dept. Justice Vic, Marriage Certificate photocopy of original certificate issued 1925  
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Eric was born in Victoria under the name Eric Langtip2 but the name had been ‘anglicised’ 
when his parents divorced and he was raised by his mother. Eric’s parents were listed as Yen 
Mee Langtip and Ethel Therese Langtip. More digging and more searches produced a marriage 
certificate for Yen Mee. His parents were listed as Lang Tip and Mary Ann Prout3 but again 

the stumbling block of ‘no result’ on Yen’s birth certificate came 
to the fore. The only way Yen’s birth certificate was obtained 
was through an issue search for children of Lang Tip. Yen’s birth 
didn’t seem to be registered as such, but there was a birth for a 
daughter Jane May, corresponding with the acknowledged time 
of his birth and looking at the now ‘free’ Victorian BDM indexes 
you would find the children registered in various ways, with 
differing yet related family names. Yen always believed that his 
birth was unregistered, but as registrations were made orally, 
usually by the father, it is understandable given accents between 
British speaking officials and Chinese parents as informants.  
 
I looked for all the Langtips in the phone book in both Sydney 
and Melbourne and country areas and wrote many letters. Many 
people were not interested in my quest but persistence finally 
paid off when a distant cousin, the late Ray Langtip, contacted 

me. I owe Ray a huge debt as he had also spent time and money trying to solve this puzzle and 
his research allowed me to overcome problems with tricky familial connections. I purchased 
Lang Tip and Mary Ann’s marriage certificate and it clearly stated that Lang Tip had been 
born in Si Ning, province of Canton, empire of China. I had found my Chinese ancestor!   
 
Lang Tip arrived in the colony of Victoria in approximately 1853, at the time of the gold rush. 
This date was calculated from his marriage certificate and confirmed on his death certificate, 
which was completed by Thomas, his eldest son. There are various, yet to be proven stories 
placing him in the gold mining areas, apparently working as an interpreter, while trying to 
make his fortune to send home to his wife and family in China. According to Ray’s notes he 
also worked at the Customs Department in Melbourne at some time between his arrival and 
1869. Payroll entries for the Customs Department do not show him as an employee only listing 
‘four Chinese interpreters’ without names.   
 
I have been unable to locate any shipping records for him as the Chinese were listed by 
numbers during this time and his entry point into Australia  may have been through any of the 
Victorian ports at this time or as Victorian authorities tightened entry requirements he may 
have entered through Robe, South Australia and walked to the goldfields.  
 
Lang Tip and Mary Ann were married in 1870 in Tarraville, where he was working as a 
gardener. His marital status at the time was ‘widower’, Mary Ann was a spinster. His first wife 
was possibly still in China and had died there as I have not found a corresponding death in 
Victoria for her, though given language differences and differing names for family members, 
it may have eluded me. Having a wife back in China when he was in Australia would have 
ensured that family ties existed.  
________________________________________ 
2 Dept. Justice Vic, Birth Certificate 83/22178, accessed 19 Apr, 1983  
3 Dept. Justice Vic, Marriage Certificate 83/82479, accessed 10 Jan, 1984   

Yen Mee Lang Tip 



 

Footsteps Page 10 February 2016 
 

Lang Tip was an industrious worker who believed in hard 
work for both himself and his rapidly growing family. Not 
only did he have market gardens and orchards, he also bought 
fish from the fishermen who had missed the steamer sailing 
from Port Albert to Melbourne. The family worked together 
smoking or salting the fish, packing them in barrels for sale 
in Melbourne. Venison was also on the menu as deer were 
plentiful in the area and Lang Tip is shown on records from 
the Port Albert Museum as a vendor of hides.  
 
In 1881 at the local district Horticultural shows Lang Tip 
entered produce in the various sections. In 1882, at the first 
Yarram Horticultural show he gained 12 prizes. He had 
grown carrots, red beet, cauliflower, onions, tomatoes, 
melons as well as different types of apples. He had two 
orchards with apple, pear, plum, cherry, mulberry and fig, as 
well as other types of trees. Records show that he continued 
to dominate the fruit and vegetable sections of the local 
shows for many years4.  
 

Lang Tip gained his naturalisation in 18785 
and had obviously decided that Australia was 
now his home. This did not prevent him from 
sending his sons back to China to be educated. 
William is missing from an 1885 family 
photograph so this claim may have some merit. 
Lang Tip was able to turn his hand to most 
things and his children were all raised in the 
same way; to be      self-sufficient. They could 
all ride, buying and selling their own horses. 
Four sons were to join the Light Horse during 
the First World War, returning home after 
campaigns in the Middle East including the 
charge at Beersheba6.  
 
At the time of his death in August 1901, Lang Tip had extensive land holdings that were 
divided between family members. He was interred in the Alberton Cemetery. Lang Tip was 
known as the genial and good humoured Chinese gardener of the district and was held in high 
regard by the community. People often said he was lucky – he simply said “it seems the harder 
I work, the luckier I get”.  
 

My search so far has merely scratched the surface of this remarkable ancestor. I feel I still have 
much more to discover.  
________________________________________ 
4 SOUTH GIPPSLAND AGRICULTURAL SOCIETY. (1891, February 27). Gippsland Times (Vic: 1861–1954), p. 3 Edition: Morning. 

Retrieved November 8, 2015, from http://nla.gov.au/nla.news-article65301444  
5 http://RecordsSearch.naa.gov.au  
6 AWM various records  
 

Lang Tip – taken about 1878 

Mrs Chin Lang Tip nee Marianne Prout 
abt. 1916 
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VIVE LA FRANCE! 
Brian Panisset 

Yes, ‘Panisset’ is a French name, though I claim only one eighth French blood. The history of 
my father and grandfather is thoroughly British, and although I knew that my great-grandfather 
was French, I knew only that he came from the village of Saint–Symphorien d'Ozon, near 
Lyon, in the southern part of France. It wasn't until Lin and I started to take a deeper interest 
in researching our ancestors that I discovered rather more about him. 
 
The family legend had it that he was sitting at his cobbler's last one day, obviously not paying 
attention to the job in hand, because he spotted an English governess passing by and decided 
that she must be his bride. He won the day, and on 1 August 1871, Jean Louis Panisset and 
Harriet Elisabeth Padgham were married in Lyon. This comes from the records of the mairie 
(local government authority), and it's attested by a sixth cousin in France who's checked the 
records himself. Miss Padgham was born in Canterbury, Kent, in 1840 – so we're told by the 
British General Register Office; but in the documents filed at the mairie, she gives her birth 
date as December 1848. Losing 8 years is something of an achievement, but the reason is clear 
when we see that Jean Louis Panisset was born in 1852 – she was 12 years his senior. We've 
probably all come across instances where a little distortion of the truth has been used to conceal 
a disparity in age. They had three children, two girls born in France, and my grandfather born 
in Britain; the first child, according to information that I've found in Geneanet and which is 
attested to have come from the baptismal records, was born in 1870, a year before they married. 
It's not a new practice! 
 

My late aunt compiled a photo 
album, in which we found photos 
of these two people. 
 
From the information shown      
by another punctilious French 
researcher, we were able to trace 
back two generations from Jean 
Louis, but then hit a brick wall. 
Resigned to the thought that we'd 
never get past that without a visit 
to Lyon, we turned our attentions 
elsewhere, and recognised that 
there were families other than 

Panisset that had contributed to my genes. Other researchers pushed other lines back to the 
1400s, but since I don't have access to their sources to confirm what they claim, I have to 
content myself with acknowledging only that they may be right. 
 
Then something rather unexpected happened. We'd moved back to Queensland's Sunshine 
Coast, and I was indulging myself presenting programs on the community radio station there. 
The signal is streamed over the internet, so the station has listeners around the world. The 
station's Facebook page carried a posting from a French listener surnamed Panisset, remarking 
that he'd heard someone with a French surname presenting a program in impeccable English. 
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Naturally, I contacted him; he's a genealogist, and he was able to point me at the                     
parish registers of the Rhône département, which are available online at 
http://archives.rhone.fr/#recherche_etat_civil. Although, knowing a little French makes it 
easier to find the answers you want. Those parish registers (images of the original handwriting 
in its demented spider form) push my known ancestors back a couple more generations,           
and also help to identify their occupations. They are often mentioned in the registers that          
I've examined. 
 
Unfortunately, the online record doesn't show any people carrying the Panisset name in Saint–
Symphorien d'Ozon earlier than 1696. I've tried variations on the spelling (I can come up with 
at least nine different ways of spelling it, all of which sound the same) but to no avail. Short 
of a trip to France (and torturing my schoolboy French back to life) I suspect that I've come to 
the end of that line. 

 

 
THE BERTELSONS OF NORWAY 

Kay Browne 
One of my non United Kingdom family originates from 
Norway. It was not a surprise as it was a known family 
fact. Bertel Martin Bertelson was born in the coastal 
town of Bergen Norway about 1838. Bertel’s surname 
would have been spelt as Bertelsen with an ‘e’ but was 
anglicised, probably by those keeping records rather 
than by Bertel himself. This in itself meant that from the 
start I had to search with at least these two variations 
and sometimes the name was spelt as Bartleson. 
 
Family hearsay provided me with a number of 
statements about Bertel’s background. His family were 
shipowners; his parents died (or were lost at sea) when 
he was young; he only had one sister; he went to sea on 
one of his uncle’s ships; he jumped ship in Australia; he 
took his new wife on a world cruise to Norway on a 
family ship. How much of this is true? Will we ever 
know? It is difficult to determine how much truth is in 
any of these statements and yet there are pointers at 
times to some possibilities. When I started my family 
research in 1983 it was difficult to get very far at all. 
Now with the internet providing extra sources I have 
gone further.  

 
Some of the pointers I have found include – A man of his father’s name listed as dying on 11 
October 1842.1 His wife was Bertel’s mother, Marthe Malene Madsen. Bertel would have been 

________________________________________ 
1 Statsarkivet i Bergen – letter in response of enquiry. In 1988. 

http://archives.rhone.fr/%23recherche_etat_civil
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about five at the time. The archive search did not find Bertel’s birth but explained that naming 
systems in Norway were very diffierent. One could choose the last name. 
  
They did find a Berthel Johan Martin born on 29 February 1838 to Berthel Olay Jacobsen and 
Anne Marie Andersdatter. However Bertel has always recorded his mother as Marthe.  
 
Bertel is not listed as having been a ship’s deserter2. However if he was on a ship owned by 
family perhaps the captain would be reluctant to post a complaint to have him returned. On his 
naturalisation paper he states he came to Australia on the Alfred Clement but there was no 
evidence of any ship by that name especially at that time.  
 
Lloyd’s register for 19133 shows no Bertelsens as shipowners at that time (earlier records were 
not available to me in the 1990s). However, there were two Madsens from Stavanger just south 
of Bergen and three Michelsens, two being from Bergen. Madsen was the maiden name of 
Bertel’s mother. 
 
Family members talked about Aunt and Uncle Mickelson. A Jon Mikelson was a witness to 
Bertel’s naturalisation papers,4 a Mrs Michelson was the witness at the registration of Bertel’s 
youngest child in 1884. Is this a connection? I also found a John Fridrick Mickleson whose 
wife was Bertha Malina – names found in Bertel’s children and one of his mother’s names. 
Could Bertha be his sister? The answers to these statements may never be fully determined. 
 
Recently I found the ship Alfred Lemont in an article from Trove for October 1862. A check 
in shipping lists using this variation of name, I found this ship5 also arriving in Sydney in 1860. 
It had left the Port of Newcastle on Tyne in February 1860 and arrived in Sydney 23 July 1860. 
Bertel’s name is not on the crew list and most came from the United States. The name of the 
master was William D Anderson. I believe this to be the ship. 
 
Another recent search of Norwegian Archive records online brought me confirmation that 
Bertha Mickelson is Bertel’s sister. Berthe Malene Bertelsen married Johan Frederik 
Mikkelsen in Fana, Hordaland, Norway on 2 November 1861. Their first son was born in 1864 
in Albury. Bertel was living at Bungowannah 13 miles from Albury at this time. I was so 
excited! More proof came with Bertha’s death as well as both families moving but always lived 
close by (or in those days I guess a day’s travel from each other). I also found another sibling 
in the Norwegian records, Bottel Oline Bertelsen who was born in 1842. So now I have to keep 
his name in mind whenever I go searching to find out his fate. 
 
One of the hardest parts of researching a non-United Kingdom person is the language barrier 
and the variations that can occur in their names so we need to be alert to thoroughly checking 
the many ways the names including the Christian name could be recorded. And listen to those 
family stories because while we may scoff at them initially, they can have an impact of a 
positive nature in your research. 

________________________________________ 
2 Sexton, Rae: The Deserters: military and naval deserters as settlers in Australia and New Zealand 1800–1865. 1984 
3 Held at the AWM in 1990s  
4 NSW.Certificate of Naturalization  64/54 20 June 1864 
5 State Record Office NSW. Shipping Masters Office: Passengers Arriving 1855–1922 
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MY GERMAN ANCESTORS — ‘BRUSH WITH FAME’ 
Pauline Every 

Families have secrets – one of the many challenges we take on as family researchers! One of 
my family’s secrets was my mother’s family had German connections. Never talked about or 
discussed in my presence – memories of WW2 always in the back of their minds, so it took 
many years of research to find a family connection to Germany. I was able to confirm that my 
second great-grandfather was Herman Christian Panzer who had lived in London England,  
and according to the 1861, 1871 and 1881 census records was born in Germany in 
approximately 1829.  
 
Herman Christian Panzer (1829–1889) married Barbara Allen Strathern (1847–1894) on 27 
March 1876 in St. Leonard Shoreditch Parish Church. On the marriage register their fathers 
were recorded as Michael Panzer (Carrier), and William Strathern (Tailor). With this 
information I searched www.FamilySearch.org German Birth and Baptisms 1558–1898 
records (1) but did not find an exact match for Herman(n) Christian Panzer. There were over 
a 100 records for a Christian Panzer within a 10 years span. One of these gave a father’s name 
as Michael. 
 
Christian Panzer was born on 23 Mar 
1829 and christened 29 Mar 1829       
in Heiliggeistkirche Heidelberg, 
Heidelberg, Baden, Germany. His 
father was Michael Panzer and mother 
was Henneriette Ueberle. My research 
stalled at this point until 2014 when a 
new service became available where I 
could order the LDS films covering 
the Heidelberg Church records direct 
to the Port Macquarie – Hastings 
Library. I ordered two films, 1189243 
and 1189246 online via the Family 
Search website; which contained 
Panzer records. 
 
The films arrived in three weeks, and 
had images covering different birth, 
death and marriage registers, mostly 
in Old German Script but also in 
French. There was no index as to what 
order the registers were in on the films 
so I had to scroll through the film 
looking for a christening record for 
Christian Panzer on 29 March 1829. 
This was time consuming but 
eventually I found it. Success I 
thought until I saw the image.  

Heiliggeistkirche Heidelberg, Heidelberg, Baden, 
Germany_Wikipedia.org 

http://www.familysearch.org/
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Since I don’t speak German, let alone read old German, I was glad I could at least read the 
names with the help of the transcription details from Family Search. I could recognise the name 
Christian Panzer and surname of the mother, Ueberle. I rang my cousin Barbara, who was 
waiting to hear of my ‘success’, and lamented my problem to her. Barbara came to the rescue 
as she had a close friend whose sister was a German Teacher so I emailed Barbara the image 
so she could forward it to her friend. While waiting for a reply I kept viewing the films and 
copying images to my USB stick in the hope I had the right family. Four weeks passed and I 
was slowly losing hope – this was the breakthrough I needed; when I received an email from 
Barbara with what text could be translated for Christian Panzer. 
 

24 / Am 23 März Christian Panzer  
 Achtzehnhundert Neun und Zwanzig Am drei und Zwanzigsten März achhalbzweiuhr 
ward geboren und den neun und zwanzigsten März vormittags acht Uhr getaufte 
Christian. Eltern: Michael Panzer, bürg. u. guter Fuhrmann u.Hennrietta geb. Überle. 
____ und Zeuge: Christian Panzer, bürg. und guter Schäffler, __ __ Eltern ___ 
Philippina geb. Überle. anderer Zeuge: Matthias Müller, bürg. u. ___ 

  
Which was translated to: 

 24 / On the 23rd of March - Christian Panzer 
 Eighteen hundred twenty nine on the twenty-third of March after half-two was born and 
on the twenty-ninth of March mornings at eight o’clock baptised Christian. Parents: 
Michael Panzer, burgher and fine carter and Hennrietta nee Überle.____ and Witness: 
Christian Panzer, burgher and fine cooper, __ __ parents ___ Philippina nee Überle. 
Other witness: Matthias Müller, burgher and ____ 

 
It took only seconds before I started yelling with excitement, I cannot remember what I was 
saying but my neighbours rang and asked if I was OK, I then had to explain what had just 
happened, luckily they are also researchers and understood my reaction. I rang Barbara and 
told her of our success. 
 
Did you pick the clue? A ‘carter’ carries or conveys goods in a cart (Carrier was given as 
father’s occupation on Herman Christian Panzer’s marriage register). 
 

Christian Panzer – Baptism Heidelberg 1829 



 

Footsteps Page 16 February 2016 
 

I have now received translations for his siblings, and because of the other names recorded on 
the baptisms (many are aunts or uncles) I have been able to trace back another two generations 
on the Panzer line and three generations on the Ueberle line in Heidelberg. Other research has 
proved that this is the correct line of research – Happy days!  
 
The puzzle is that he used Herman as his first name. He was the first boy, and second child 
born to Michael and Hennrietta. His grandfather and his uncle were also named Christian and 
were living at the time of his birth. Herman may have been a ‘nickname’ which was used by 
the family to give him a separate identity from his grandfather and uncle. 
 
Not long after this information arrived I 
received another email from Barbara 
asking if I knew of any connection to the 
German Composer, Robert Schumann. She 
had been sent a website link (2) stating that 
while a law student at Heidelberg 
University from1829 to1831 Schumann 
lived with a family called Panzer. How 
would I confirm this? It mentioned that this 
had been written in letters by Schumann to 
his mother.  
 

  
 
I Googled ‘Robert Schumann letters’ and variations and found 
reference to a book ‘Early Letters of Robert Schumann’ – 
originally published by his wife and translated by May Herbert 
in 1888. This book is available for download in a variety of 
formats. (3) In a letter to his mother dated 3 August 1829 (page 
85) Robert Schumann added a postscript; 
 

“Semmel (his friend) has not given up his lodging. He is 
staying with Panzer on the Neckar (river) while I lodge at 

Panzer’s on the hill!” 
 
 

Robert Schumann (1810–1856) did not stay long with the ‘Panzer’s on the hill’. In October 
1829 he had moved to smaller lodgings where he could play the piano and continue with his 
music while studying Law.  
 
For help tracing my German Records I found the following links helpful: 
 
https://familysearch.org/learn/wiki/en/Germany_Genealogy. (1) 
http://www.schumann-portal.com/schumann_in_heidelberg.html (2) 
https://archive.org/details/earlylettersofro010823mbp Page 85 (3) 
  

Heidelberg c1810 

Robert Schumann 

https://familysearch.org/learn/wiki/en/Germany_Genealogy
http://www.schumann-portal.com/schumann_in_heidelberg.html
https://archive.org/details/earlylettersofro010823mbp
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MY SEARCH FOR GRANDPA’S ESTONIAN FAMILY 
Margaret Blight (née Kangur) 

My grandfather Mart Kangur, was born in Estonia in 1885. I had very little information about 
him when I started to research his family and reached many dead ends along the way. However 
I eventually succeeded, and last year I was fortunate to be able to travel to Estonia and meet 
some of his relatives there. 
 
Estonia is located between Russia and Latvia and is about 60 km south of Finland across the 
Baltic Sea. It is slightly smaller than Tasmania and has a total population of just over one 
million, about a quarter of the size of Sydney. For thousands of years the country has been 
invaded by various Scandinavian and European countries and from the late 1700s it was 
forcefully occupied by Germany and Russia resulting in the destruction of numerous public 
buildings, records, homes and farmlands, and the suppression and displacement of thousands 
of people. However native Estonians are proud, independent and determined people and finally 
in 1991 Estonia achieved its independence. 
 
Knowing the history of the country, I was never optimistic that any personal records of 
‘ordinary’ people such as my grandfather, would still exist. My only information about him 
consisted of his birth date, his parent’s first names, three different places of his birth, (Tallinn, 
Karu, Rakke), the year he arrived in Australia (from London) and details from the National 
Archives in Canberra about his application for citizenship in 1911.  
 
I spent many hours searching any online data base that I thought might have some relevance 
to the family, and frequently checked ancestry.com to see if anyone had him included in their 
family tree. With no success over several years, I reluctantly was prepared to accept that I 
would never know anything more about Grandpa Kangur.  
 
But perhaps I have inherited some of that Estonian determination – I don’t like to give up!! I 
thought even though it might be a waste of time, I would write directly to someone in Estonia. 
I searched online and found among other sites, the Estonian Biographical Centre in Tartu. 
Although I had only scant information about Grandpa, I had two letters written to him by his 
niece Magde, in 1932 and 1935 in which she mentions the first names of her husband and 
children, the first name of her mother, and the town where they were living at that time. 
However the letters also describe the upheaval and conditions in Estonia in the 1920s and 
1930s and again I thought that any family details that may have once been recorded were 
probably now destroyed.  
 
In December 1933, Magde had said: “I am without a job (she was a Teacher) … we are living 
in an old four roomed house…my brother received injuries in the Independence war (early 
1920s) and is mentally affected and hospitalised…the years have taken a toll of the strong and 
the weak…life in Estonia is very uncertain”, and on 11 August 1935, she wrote “lately there 
have been a number of political storms looming through our dear homeland…I have to keep 
very quiet about a few things which might interest you…if only we wouldn’t have to tolerate 
any more hardships...if it were my doing I would ban the war with all its monstrosities…I am 
already 35 years old – the prime of my life has passed and there is not much hope for any more 
happiness, life is just taking its course with everyday worries.”  
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Eventually I summoned up the courage to write to the Biographical Centre with the few details 
I had. Almost immediately I received a reply which I hesitated to open, because I suspected 
that they probably couldn’t help me. However the reply was not dismissive. I was advised that 
the Centre is run by volunteers and because they had a lot of enquiries at that time, it might be 
several months before they could get back to me.  
 
Then seven (7) months after my initial contact, I received an email with 15 pages of partly 
obscured information about our Kangur family!! I had to pay a fee for the research before the 
fully readable version was emailed to me. I was amazed by the amount of detail regarding our 
family, that had been recorded and saved, especially considering the damage to so many public 
buildings and churches during the time of the Russian Revolution, World War I, the 
Independence War of the early 1920s and World War II, not to mention the records and 
documents that were destroyed during the ‘russianisation’ of the country from the mid-1940s 
onwards, when a quarter of the population either emigrated or were killed, or were deported to 
labour camps and Gulags in Russia.  
 
Whilst I was certainly thrilled to receive so much information about Grandpa’s parents and 
grandparents and where they lived, and about his brothers and sisters and what they did and 
who their families were – the most exciting details provided by the research centre were the 
phone numbers of several relatives, and the email address of Anu, the granddaughter of 
Grandpa’s niece, Magde, who had written the letters to Grandpa more than 80 years ago!!   
 
I know only a few words of Estonian so I had to write to my newly found cousin Anu, in 
English. Fortunately Anu’s English is very good – she is a Lecturer in Languages at Tartu 
University!! Anu was very surprised to receive my email, as none of the present-day family 
knew that any of their relatives had come to Australia. We have corresponded regularly since 
that time, and in August 2014 we were delighted to be able to visit and meet our ‘new family’ 
on the other side of the world.  
 

No one knows to date, how or 
why Grandpa left his family 
and homeland to settle so far 
away, but there is a clue in one 
of Magde’s letters when she 
says “I was woken up in the 
morning only to find that my 
uncle had departed during the 
night”. Grandpa’s parents were 
‘cottagers’ (farm workers) in 
Rakvere, but Grandpa was 
working as a telegraph 
operator in Siberia on the 
Trans-Siberian Railway prior 
to being conscripted into the 
Army in 1906. Unfortunately 

the research centre was unable to provide any other details about his service in the army 
advising that the military service records have been preserved very badly. However, it seems 

Sharing stories with Anu and her daughter Mari in Tallin August 2014 
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likely that somehow he escaped during the early years of his army service during the years 
when the tsarist troops moved into Estonia, executing hundreds and sending hundreds more to 
work camps in Siberia. Somehow Grandpa had made his way to England before finally 
reaching Australia in 1908, and it appears that his whereabouts were deliberately withheld 
from his family for many years following his departure from Estonia. To date I have found no 
record of his arrival here, so this is still a subject which requires some further research. 
 
A few years ago I would never have thought it was possible to find, let alone meet any of my 
Estonian relatives. On many occasions my search for information was frustrating and 
disheartening, but my recent experience shows that, even with a small amount of information, 
it is possible to achieve extraordinary results. So for anyone who has reached a stalemate in 
searching for their ancestors who came from non-English speaking countries, or from countries 
where there are no easily accessible, or online records, perhaps like me, there is an alternative 
pathway that can lead to results beyond one’s expectations. 
 

 
 
 

 
 

THE BRICKWALL OF THE MEERS FAMILY 
Kay Browne 

After 30 years researching this name I have only gone one generation back. I have never     
given up but really don’t expect to progress further. This is my most difficult non United 
Kingdom family.  
 
I had no idea when I started on this particular journey that I had a person who was not one of 
the usual immigrants. My mother was a Meers and she knew her grandparents but that was all. 
This research was in the days of microfiche or film, and letters to organisations and family. 
My grandfather was deceased so I turned to his siblings. No, they didn’t know anything much 
about their Meers grandparents. Those grandparents were both deceased before the siblings 
were born. They did mention a grandmother Brooks but that was all, though they all had a 
variation of a story – An English lady had run off with a coachman possibly foreign; an Indian 
prince had married a governess. These conflicting tales related to the fact that of the eight 
children, three were  fair and blue-eyed and the others quite the opposite with dark brown eyes 
and hair, and very olive skin.  

Typical farm buildings in Rakvere Estonia, where Grandpa 
was born 

 

Street scene in Rakvere township, Estonia 
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Next task was to check if Grandfather 
Meers was married in Australia. The 
Victorian index for marriages showed that 
Abraham Henry married Fanny Hardy in 
1890. So the certificate was duly 
requested. His parents were Darius Meers 
and Louisa Harris and he was a miner at 
Beechworth. Another certificate was 
requested giving the birth of Harry. This 
one was more surprising and the family 
information recalled. 
 
The birth certificate was in 1858 showed 
his surname as Meer and his father was 
Dado Meer born in East India. His 
mother’s birthplace was London. This 
also showed that his parents had married 
in Melbourne in December 1855. With 
that certificate came another change of 
spelling this time he was Dardu Mere. He 
was born in Bombay East India; his 
profession shown as mariner. His parents 
were Dardu Mere deceased and his       
mother Miriam Mere. His father was a 
shopkeeper. Wow! You know how that 
feels – the excitement of discovery. 
 

And there we finish. It was obvious that the surname had been anglicised over the years. In my 
research I list him as Dardu although the variations are phonetic so we will never know how it 
should be spelt. Everything still holds a question mark – was he fully Indian or Anglo, Dutch 
or Portuguese Indian? Bombay, East India was also an early piece of confusion. 
 
I realised that Bombay, although on the western side of India, was the city where the East India 
Company was established and so this is how it was known in that period. Dardu’s death 
certificate showed simply, Bombay, India. It also showed that he had been in the colony of 
Victoria for 17 years in 1872.  
 
I have never found his entry to Australia and as his marriage showed him as a ‘mariner’ he 
was probably a crew member who left the ship in search of gold in 1854/55. I did contact the 
British India Office Library, only to receive a rather terse response that they don’t keep record 
of natives’ births so that is where my research ended. There is always the possibility that 
records may appear on the net one day however, given the Indian population it is doubtful. 
As for Grandmother Brooks – Louisa re-married a few years after Dardu’s death. 

 
  

Great grandpa and Grandpa Meers 
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THE OTTOMAN CONNECTION 
Brian Panisset 

My British line goes back to (and beyond) John Levett, described as a ‘Turkey merchant’ – a 
trader in the Levant company, operating out of Leghorn (Livorno) in Italy, and later as a 
factor in Aleppo, in Syria (where he died in 1731). The factor took a commission on all the 
goods that passed through his hands … enough to keep him in reasonable comfort. John 
Levett married Charlotte de Peleran, daughter of the French consul in Aleppo, Pierre Armand 
de Peleran, who we believe was born in France. Her gravestone shows her husband's arms, 
reversed, surmounted by a coronet of nine pearls, the entitlement of a French Comte, her 
father's rank. 
 
Lin published an article in Footsteps in 2011 about using Google Books to find information 
about ancestors who had some status, and cited the description of the two gravestones she 
had found there. I am certain I've seen an image of that gravestone; its dark blue stone is 
distinctive. Can I find that image now? And, since it was in Aleppo, what chance is there that 
it would have survived? John Levett's will is insistent; initially, it requested burial in the 
church of St. Laurentis in London, but in a codicil he changes that: 
 
"Item I desire to be buryed at as small expense as may be with decency at Scanderoon 
(Iskenderun, Turkey) at the side or at the ffoot of my wife Charlotte Levett and that a stone 
be put over the body of each to be a blew hard sort from Leghorn that is durable and of no 
great price our coats of arms to be ingraved on each with plain inscription who we were 
naming the children we left behind us with such other particulars as my Assigne shall think 
fitt to mention." They didn't care much about spelling in those days. 
 
Unfortunately, Pierre Armand vanishes into obscurity, at least in terms of what's available 
online; but we know the parents and grandparents of his wife, Anne Victoire Fornetti, and 
the names of their ancestors, but no details of their lives. The Fornetti it seems, were a 
significant family of merchants in Galata (close to Istanbul), although the record doesn't give 
us any more details. The Sultan of the Ottoman Empire at the time was trying to attract 
merchants from both Florence and Venice to operate in his city, so we might assume that the 
Fornetti came from one or the other – but assuming isn't good enough to allow an assertion, 
and an academic paper from the University of Leiden, in the Netherlands, states explicitly 
that the Fornetti were of French origin. They had been dragomen (translators) in the Turkish 
arena from 1600 through to the 19th century, and it looks as though the consul Pierre 
Armand de Peleran found his dragoman's daughter to be appealing. He might also have 
thought it wise to bind the families by marriage, since a dragoman, though theoretically a 
French subject, had probably lived little in France (Anne Victoire was born in Smyrna, now 
Izmir, in Turkey), and whose loyalty to his notional suzerain might be outweighed by his 
loyalty to the friends and acquaintances of his social circle. 
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FOREIGNERS IN THE FAMILY? – FACT OR FURPHY?  
 

Joy-Elaine Lewis and Helen Lewis 
 
Charlotta Rosella Fandella Cleopatra (aka Charlotte/Lottie) 
Stephenson (1870–1946). 
 
The melodic and multiple names of our maternal grandfather’s 
aunt in-law have always been a fascination, so the challenge of 
this journal’s theme prompted further investigations. 
 
The given names certainly sound foreign – maybe Italian? Her 
mother’s name was Isabella Esther, her maternal grandmother 
was Maria/Mary and other females in the family include repeated      
names such as Angelina/Lina, Netta, Carolina, more Isabellas and 
more Charlottas. 
 
Charlotta Rosella Fandella Cleopatra was born in Victoria in 1870 
(Vic. BDM reg. 19009), the second youngest daughter of Anthony 

Stephenson (1835–1903) and Isabella Esther Noble (1837–1923). Charlotta’s parents were 
both born in Durham England and migrated to Australia aboard the Saldanha in 1856. Moving 
from Sandridge (historic former name of Port Melbourne Victoria), then Sandhurst (historic 
former name of Bendigo Victoria), to several years at Berrima in the southern highlands of 
New South Wales. The family finally settled in the Wallsend area west of Newcastle. 
 
An interesting possible foreign link was revealed when an online research result for Anthony 
Stephenson showed a Norwegian form of the name as Anton Valdemar Stephansen or 
Stevansen. Although information associated with this entry would need to be translated for a 
definitive answer, we wonder if there is in fact, a Scandinavian connection. Perhaps an 
anglicised name change when the person or family migrated to England. How many other of 

our ancestors migrated to the British Isles and 
how many might have changed their original 
‘foreign’ names in order to build new lives 
and be more acceptable to their chosen 
community?  
 
The ancestors of Charlotta appear to have 
resided in close vicinity to the famous 
Stephenson father and son; George (1781–
1848) and Robert (1803–1859) innovators, 
engineers and inventors of among other  
things     steam locomotives and the famous 
‘Rocket’ engine. 
 

There is a family legend claiming that ‘our’ Stephensons are somehow related to those famous 
ones, however, there is (so far) no proof which substantiates this story. Maybe another family 

Image from family album 
 

Public image of the ‘Rocket’ accessed 10 December 2015 – 
Google search 
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furphy? Dare we explore even further and consider the name association of an ancestral 
Anthony and a Cleopatra?  
 
Whilst researching online ancestry trees of our Stephenson family, we found several references 
to a female child named ‘Polly’ who was stated to be also born in 1870 at the same location as 
Charlotta. We cannot find any proof of a birth registration on the Victorian BDM index nor of 
a recorded death of this mysterious Polly Stephenson. Could Charlotta be a surviving twin? 
None of her siblings received four given names. Could the doubling of the usual two given 
names be a transfer of names from the non-surviving twin? Could Polly be an abbreviation of 
Cleopatra? Could ‘Fandella’ be derived from a forbear’s surname such as ‘Fandel’? Maybe 
‘Polly’ could have been a family nickname for Charlotta. Is there really an Italian or other 
foreign influence? This is all just conjecture as no other living relatives (that we know of) can 
add further enlightenment. 
 
Throughout her life Charlotta was known simply as ‘Lottie’ or ‘Aunty Lottie’, although her 
children were teased at school with jokes and recitations about their mother’s unusual names. 
When we interviewed relatives for information to include in this article, they revealed that she 
is fondly remembered as a warm, caring and loving person who was always ready with a kind 
word, a warm hug and a hot cup of tea. She was well known in the community as a ‘wise 
woman’ with a healing touch, providing advice and concocting remedies for physical ailments, 
as well as offering guidance on spiritual and religious matters for family members, neighbours, 
her church congregation and those less fortunate in the community.  
 
Charlotta was a devout follower of the Salvation Army faith and she was apparently one of the 
first converts in Wallsend, and was privileged (as the family story is told) that General William 
Booth, the founder of the Salvation Army, actually paid a personal visit to her and her 
husband’s family home. (Research note: requires further investigation of details) 
 
Another family story is told about her 1890 marriage to John Thomas Hardes (1866–1942). 
His father, William Richard Hardes (1840–1903), owned a large property and flourishing dairy 
farm at Maryland, near Wallsend, and it was tradition that upon the marriage of his children 
that the sons each received several acres of land allocated from his farm and the daughters 
were each given the choice of either half an acre or £100 cash as a wedding gift.  
 
The story continues that William, a strict Primitive Methodist, was so angry and displeased 
with his eldest son’s choice of a Salvation Army girl for a bride (and possibly he also could 
have had a prejudice against her personally, or even her name?), that John was only offered a 
portion of land on a stony salt water creek – absolutely useless for farming. John refused the 
offer and he and Charlotta left Maryland and settled in bushland on the other side of Wallsend 
where they raised a family of two sons and six daughters. The 1930 electoral roll shows his 
occupation as a miner and hers as home duties. 
 
John and Charlotta, and their children were very much involved in the Salvation Army religion 
and its outreach mission and recruited many converts to their faith. Many of their descendants 
are still actively involved with the Salvation Army to this day. A great irony is that most of the 
Hardes women living at Maryland eventually changed their religious beliefs and joined the 
Seventh-Day Adventists. It is hearsay that the patriarch of this Maryland ‘dynasty’ – William 
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Richard Hardes – did not live to see this ‘defection’ happen. Some of his fifteen children, 
however, remained staunch Methodists and several of the male descendants continued in the 
Hardes’ dairy farm and milk vendor business at Maryland. 
There is some belief that the name ‘Hardes’ had its origin in Germany and there are different 
claims as to the correct spelling. In Australia most of the descendants use the Hardes with the 
‘e’ however, overseas relatives also use alternate spellings. A German version is Hards and 
another Normandy/French possibility of Hardres or Hardress and even Heard(e)s and Harde 
are also apparently used in relation to the same lineage. (Ref. Hards Family Society UK 
website est. 1984: www.hardssociety.org) These debates continue … unresolved. 
 
Ultimately, if we all trace back far enough we would find a fusion of various ethnic 
backgrounds in our blood, whether it is Viking, Ottoman, Oriental or Islander. Many unknown 
and unproven ‘non United Kingdom ancestors’ could be lurking in the background, leaving 
tantalising clues – waiting to be acknowledged.  
 
Certain inherited medical conditions show evidence of Scandinavian or Northern European 
DNA e.g. Dupuytren’s Contracture (also known as ‘the Vikings disease’ or ‘Celtic hand’) 
which is a debilitating connective tissue disorder commonly affecting the tendons and nerves 
in hands and feet. Our mother suffered with this condition and we are also afflicted. (Source: 
www.dupuytrens-society.org.uk) 
 
Foreigners in the family? We cannot answer that question with absolute certainty. Who is, or 
who is not, considered to be a foreigner and who decides? If there are indeed so-called 
‘foreigners’, then the truths have long since been buried but the folklore, fascination, mystery 
and intrigue about our ancestors – including Charlotta Rosella Fandella Cleopatra (nee 
Stephenson) Hardes – continues. Any secrets taken to the grave are safe—for now... 
 

 

MY JOURNEY OF DISCOVERY 
Pauline Grant 

In Mark 4 v22 (NIV) of the Scriptures it says, ‘whatever is hidden is meant to be disclosed, 
and whatever is concealed is meant to be brought out into the open’. I was to discover that 
truth long before I knew the Lord. 
 
At the age of 13 while looking through some family photos stored in a shoe box, I discovered 
an envelope with the mark ‘OHMS’ on it. I couldn’t help wonder why my parents would have 
received mail marked On Her Majesty’s Service. Curiosity got the better of me and I had a 
look, only to discover the contents were my adoption papers. That moment was like a moment 
frozen in time for me, I remember it like it was yesterday, I even pinched myself to make sure 
I wasn’t dreaming. But, on the other hand I would have to say, it was not a complete shock as 
I had always wondered why I was so different to my parents. However, facing reality is 
sometimes quite different to thinking something is a possibility.  
 
After about a week of debating with myself; what if anything was I going to do or say about 
this new found information. I came to the conclusion that at that particular point in time I 

http://www.hardssociety.org/
http://www.dupuytrens-society.org.uk/
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would say and do nothing. It was roughly four years later the truth did eventually come out 
into the open but it did not really achieve anything or give me any accurate answers.  
 
Moving on a few more years, now married and having a family of my own, I started to wonder 
about my biological family, but it didn’t take long to realise there was little I could do as the 
adoption files were closed NEVER to be opened. Well, that was until some good samaritans 
had obviously done some campaigning to the right people, and in 1988 the adoption files     
were OPENED and made available to consenting adults wanting to connect with their 
biological families.  
 
First thing I had to do was go for an interview to be assessed as to whether or not I was a 
suitable candidate to start searching for my family. Once approved my search began, very 
slowly at first. In October 1991, I sent for and received my original birth certificate which gave 
me the name I was given at birth, plus my mother’s name. Then in November, I sent away for 
my mother’s marriage certificate which gave me her married name plus the name of her father. 
With those details in hand I made the trip to Sydney to the Electoral Commission’s Office 
where I was able to find out where my mother was living at that time.  
 
Once home we made the nervous but hopeful phone call. But unfortunately, she was not 
interested in making contact. Realising it must have come as a shock to her, we then followed 
the phone call up a week later with a letter, but once again no reply.  
 
I did nothing then until we went on holidays to Hervey Bay where my mother and her husband 
were living some nine years later. Again, we sent a letter telling her where we were staying 
just in case she had changed her mind and would like to meet up with us. Still no reply. That 
was it – I would not try again. If at some stage she had a change of heart it was now going to 
have to be her who initiated contact. 
 
Time slips by so easily and quickly and in 2013 and after watching a few ‘Who Do You Think 
You Are’ shows, I decided even if my mother did not want contact with me, I could still 
research my family history through the Library and with the help of computers. So I joined the 
Port Macquarie & Districts Family History Society and found the people there only too happy 
to help. Bit by bit I found information about my ancestors, but nothing about my actual family. 
My father was always going to be difficult because I only had his name, no age, occupation or 
parent’s names.  
 
It all takes time; sometimes you get absolutely nothing, other times you get something. But 
over a period of time you always get enough to keep you interested. 
 
Newspapers are a very helpful tool once you get your head around how to find specific things. 
I used to check the obituaries in the Hervey Bay newspapers every few months; having found 
nothing I figured she must still be alive. However, on the 10 April 2015 as I was checking the 
Hervey Bay papers I found a paper called the Fraser Coast Chronicle. I had never seen that 
paper before, so I decided to check the obituaries. That is when I found out my mother had 
passed away back in 2002, but this was only an Index stating the date of her passing, nothing 
else. I really believed God was behind the timing of this new information and now it was right 
for me to do some more investigating. 
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On 14 April, on an Ancestry.com public tree I found I had two half-sisters and three half-
brothers, but I had no names. The next day while at the Library, I found my mother’s family 
tree online put together by a family member also researching this particular lineage. 
 
On 16 May, I decided to ring all the people in the Hervey Bay Phone Book with the same 
surname. One by one I went through my carefully scripted introduction in the hope of finding 
someone from my family, but that was not to be.  
 
About this time I decided to write a letter in preparation to send to my siblings at the 
appropriate time, explaining who I was and how I was related to them. 
 
On the 26 May, at the suggestion of two of the helpers at the Library I emailed the Hervey Bay 
Family History Society which was able to locate my mother’s obituary notice and email it to 
me. This gave me the names of my siblings plus the Funeral Director’s details.  
 
On the 1 June I rang the Funeral Directors to see if they had an address for any of the children. 
No they didn’t, but they could give me her husband’s address if I wanted it. I nearly said no, 
but then thought well why not, at least it was something. I was getting closer, but at the same 
time I had to tread carefully because I did not know who, or even if, any of them knew I existed. 
Within seven weeks I had gained a lot more information, but my dilemma now was, what do I 
do with it and where do I go from here! 
 
After sitting on this information and wondering what to do next, I realised it was now the 26  
June 2015 and for some reason decided to check out the obituaries once again. To my 
amazement there was my mother’s husband’s obituary, he had died on the 15 May, the day 
before I had rung the people of Hervey Bay with the same surname. When I found that out I 
was so glad I didn’t make contact with any of them on that day, because that would really have 
been bad timing. However, with his passing it made the way forward a little easier for me; at 
least I didn’t have to worry about how any of this would affect him especially seeing he was 
in his late 80s. 
 
On Sunday 28 June, while getting ready for church, God said to me, “Send the letter you have 
for your siblings to their father’s address, mail will still be being redirected”. I sent the letter 
expecting it to take a few weeks or longer before I would possibly hear from anyone. Let’s 
face it, they could live anywhere in this big country, and if they didn’t know about me, it would 
take time for the shock to wear off. 
 
One week later, I had a phone call from a lady in Hervey Bay saying rather tentatively at first, 
I have just received a letter from you, to which I cautiously said, yes, then she said, “Hi I’m 
Margaret, one of your sisters”. Margaret it seems was the only other family member besides 
our mother who knew about me. The following day we became Facebook friends as well as 
with our respective children. We have had a few more phone calls and have exchanged some 
family photos.  
 
We have another sister Brenda who lives in Adelaide. Two of our brothers, Barry and Tom, 
are deceased and there is another brother John. Sounds like a normal family! 
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Still lots to come but a new journey has begun. Brian and I drove to Hervey Bay in August, 
where we met Margaret face to face for the first time. Now, Margaret and her husband Kym 
are planning a stop over in Port Macquarie in October when they will spend a week with us on 
their return trip from Adelaide where they will catch up with family and friends.  
 
Summing up this amazing journey I would have to say, I have felt a bit like a young sapling 
that had been planted but before it had time to get established, was pulled out of the ground 
and in doing so the roots were damaged and torn apart, leaving just the minimal amount left 
for it to survive. The sapling over time did grow because it had a new support system put in 
place, one that nurtured it and loved it, however, it did not blossom the way it could have 
because the roots had still not completely recovered from the tearing away that took place so 
many years earlier. Now however, since finding a way back to its original root system it would 
seem the damaged roots are starting to feel re-energised and coming to life, a bit like the way 
dry ground is refreshed and revitalised after a period of good rain. 
 
The journey has been exciting, sometimes overwhelming and sometimes like you are watching 
‘Who Do You Think You Are’ only to find out at the end it is your own story. Mostly though, 
it is all praise and thanksgiving to God who I know has directed my path each step of the way. 
I also want to say a big ‘thank you’ to my husband Brian, our family, friends and Family 
History Group at the Library who have stood by me, supporting and encouraging me during 
this journey. And of course to my new found sister Margaret and her family who have accepted 
me and my family. Bless you each and everyone of you. 
 

 
 

PARRAMATTA FEMALE FACTORY PRECINCT  
Diane Gillespie 

The Parramatta Female Factory buildings 
were designed by Francis Greenway and 
the first stone was laid in 1818. This 1818 
factory replaced the first factory and was 
the model for the remaining 11. The 
Parramatta Female Factory was a place of 
assignment, a hospital, a marriage bureau, 
a factory, an asylum and a prison for those 
who committed a crime in    the Colony. 
In October last year I visited the site and 
the the Friends of Parramatta Female 
Factory group. In November the  Port 

Macquarie & District Family History Society became affiliated to the group in support of their 
efforts to ensure this internationally significant site is World Heritage listed and can be visited 
by all generations of Australians.  
The group can be contacted via email at: parramattafemalefactoryfriends@gmail.com                
or at – www.parramattafemalefactoryfriends.com.au.  

mailto:parramattafemalefactoryfriends@gmail.com
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THE COMPUTER CORNER  
NO. 42—FAMILY TREE MAKER SOFTWARE 
Information for Family Historians using computers ~ 

Rex & Yvonne Toomey 
In the previous Computer Corner, I talked about the changes taking place 
with the Ancestry website. As you may know, Ancestry.com is also the 
owner of the Family Tree Maker (FTM) computer software. In early 
December 2015, it therefore came as a great shock to the family history 
community to learn that Ancestry intends retiring FTM and in fact will 
cease providing support at the end of this year, 2016. 
 
Interestingly, FTM for both Windows and Mac is the number one selling 
family history computer software. Therefore, the question begs an 
answer ‘Why are they doing this?’  The only comment from the company 
seem to be that they have ‘made a tough decision’ and it relates back to 
the entire computer industry moving away from software and databases 

installed on desktop and laptop computers. The future we are told, is the internet and internet-
based software and data storage.  As far as the security of your internet data is concerned, well 
that is another story.   
 
For several years now, Ancestry has in fact been supporting two family history applications, 
FTM and an almost identical internet-based family tree system on their Ancestry website. In 
other words, they have made a pragmatic decision to make the internet version the one that 
survives. Several other family history software programs have recently ceased sales and 
support including the Church of Latter Day Saints’ Personal Ancestral File and The Master 
Genealogist. Whilst I will continue to support my own software Ezitree for many years to 
come, I too have ceased selling it and now refer enquiries to internet-based products. 
 
The question for FTM users now to ask is what to do? Do they take the plunge and go internet-
based or do they look around for desktop-based products? Yes, there certainly are lots still 
around including Brother’s Keeper and Roots Magic, which are both very popular. If you 
move to another desktop program, then you need to use the GEDCOM function to move your 
data across. It must be remembered that GEDCOM is NOT perfect and there will be              
some manual corrections to be made. This is because different software handles data in 
different ways. 
 
Of course, there is nothing to say that the current (read latest) version of FTM will stop working 
on 1 January 2017. In fact, it will most likely keep performing for many years to come, unless 
Microsoft makes a change that caused it to break.  
 
So there you have it – a delightful Christmas present for FTM users! As a last comment, it 
should be noted that some analysts are saying that the reports produced by internet-based 
family history programs are nowhere near as good or comprehensive as the desktop version. 
Then again you could always download your internet-based data using GEDCOM and run it 
through a specialised desktop reporting program – at least desktop computers are not going 
away anytime soon!  
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QUEENSLAND BDM SOURCE DOCUMENTS  
Rex Toomey 

A recent announcement in the ‘BDM News November 2015’ by the Queensland Births  
Death and Marriages Registry may be of interest to all family historians with ancestors north 
of the border. 

Whilst the registry is the repository of the 
required registration of births, marriages and 
deaths in Queensland, it seems there is more 
to these events than just a legal certificate of 
the relevant event. We all know that in New 
South Wales, deceased estates often have a 
‘Probate Packet’ containing documents which 
the executors use to ‘prove’ a will or handle 
Letters of Administration. The registrar in 
Queensland has now advised there are often 
documents available that are used to confirm 
or authorise the registration of a birth, 
marriage or death event. These are actual 
document recording the details of the event 
and feature the original signatures of all 
parties.  
 
They also advise these source documents vary 
in their composition and condition. Some 
records have as many as five pages including 
various statements by different parties, letters 
from parents, baptismal certificates or 
miscellaneous documents. Some records have 
only one source document. 

At this point, they have shipped a 
consignment of 40,000 marriage 
source documents for Brisbane 
marriages between 1936 and 1940 
and Country marriages between 
1937 and 1940 for digitisation. 
They expect these to be imaged and 
returned by the end of 2015, and 
plan to have all existing source 
documents available for purchase 
during 2016 by payment over the 
internet and immediate download. 
The exact release dates and price 
details have yet to be finalised. 
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SOCIETY MEMBERSHIP FEES 
 Renewals New Members 
 Payable at 

1st July each year 
1st July to 
30th June 

1st Jan to 
30th June 

Single $30.00 $35.00 $20.00 
Family $40.00 $45.00 $25.00 

Footsteps Journal 
editions—August, 

November, February, May 

4 issues included in Membership fees 

Subscription available for Non-Members (see website for pricing) 
 

FAMILY HISTORY RESEARCH  

The Society will undertake family history research for an initial fee of $20, which includes up 
to 10 photocopies, a written report, a list of records used, entry in Footsteps (where 
appropriate) and suggestions of other resources. There will be an additional $15 per hour for 
further research.  
Please include all details of relevant information and sources already researched when making 
an enquiry.  
Please include a business size, stamped, self-addressed envelope to: The Research Officer, PO 
Box 1359, Port Macquarie NSW 2444. For further details, please contact the Research Officer 
at: pmdfhs_research@yahoo.com.au or Secretary at: pmdfhs@yahoo.com.au 

INFOEMAIL 

Our Society newsletter, InfoEmail, is emailed on a regular basis to members who have 
provided an email address. Remember to keep your email address up to date so you do not 
miss out. Please email us if you are not receiving the InfoEmail. 
No email address, but use a computer? InfoEmails are available on our website to download 
and read. 

Journal reviews now have their own separate tab on the left side of the Society’s website. 

RESEARCH ASSISTANCE  

General assistance with Family History—local, Australian and overseas—is available for 
members and non-members in the Local Studies Room at the Port Macquarie Library. Our 
volunteers are on duty to help on most Tuesdays and Wednesdays from 10am to 3pm, with a 
break over Christmas.  

RESEARCH SUPPORT GROUP 

The Research Support Group for members is held from 1pm to 3pm on the Wednesday after 
the General Meeting, in the Technology Room. A focus topic, following on from the General 
Meeting demonstration, is followed by general family history assistance. Entry by small 
donation, cuppa available. 
   

mailto:pmdfhs_research@yahoo.com.au
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PUBLICATIONS FOR SALE 
Port Macquarie & Districts Family History Society Inc. 

Publication Name Member 
Price 

Normal 
Price Weight 

Church of St Thomas Port Macquarie  
Baptisms, Marriages and Burials (B&W) 

$27 $30 905g 

Can You Remember? Memory Joggers for writing a Life 
Story (16 pages, B&W) — Only a few left at $2.50 & $3 

$5.00 $5 35g 

Starting Your Family History (14 pages, A5 booklet) — 
Only a few left at $2.50 Members & $3 Normal price 

$5.00 $5 30g 

Pedigree Chart & Family Group Sheets (11 Sheets/A5 
booklet) — Only a few left at $2.50 Members & $3 Normal 

$5.00 $5 30g 

Certificates of Freedom Records for PM Convicts: 
Runaways, Robbers & Incorrigible Rogues (Book) 

$27 $30 440g 

Certificates of Freedom Records for PM Convicts: 
Runaways, Robbers & Incorrigible Rogues (CD-ROM) 

$18 $20 n/a 

Port Macquarie Index to Colonial Secretary’s Papers 
1796-1825 (CD-ROM)  

$10 $15 n/a 

Harvesting the Hastings – Farming Families  
(CD-ROM in colour) 

$27 $30 n/a 

Sydney Gaol Records for Port Macquarie Convicts April 
1821-1826 (CD-ROM) 

$27 $30 n/a 

General Cemetery Port Macquarie – Transcriptions & 
Images (CD-ROM) Only 10 left 

$27 $30 n/a 

Note: All CD-ROM purchases include postage 

Postage Australia Wide 
Up to 250g (Large letter) $3.00 Holds one book only 
250g to 500g (Large letter) $5.00  
Over 500g (Prepaid satchel) $15.00 Holds several books 

Postage charges must be added to the cost of the items purchased. When ordering several 
books, calculate the total weight and use the table above to calculate postage cost. For ALL 
overseas rates, please contact the Secretary. Collection of items instead of postage may be 
possible. Please contact the Secretary to enquire (see page 2). 
 

An order form is available at: www.rootsweb.ancestry.com/~nswpmfhs/ 
 

Please complete the order form and send with your payment to: 
The Secretary, Port Macquarie & Districts Family History Society Inc. 

PO Box 1359, Port Macquarie NSW 2444 
Make cheques/money orders payable to: Port Macquarie & Districts Family History Society Inc. 
If you would like to order over the internet and pay by Direct Deposit, please send an email 
to pmdfhs@yahoo.com.au for the Society’s banking details and a direct deposit reference. 
Pre-payment is required, however Local Government Libraries can be invoiced. 

http://www.rootsweb.ancestry.com/~nswpmfhs/
javascript:x5engine.utils.emailTo('2442214','aucom.hoo.yas@hpmdf')
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PORT MACQUARIE & DISTRICTS FAMILY HISTORY SOCIETY INC. 
PO Box 1359 

Port Macquarie NSW 2444 
Website: www.rootsweb.ancestry.com/~nswpmfhs/ 

Email: pmdfhs@yahoo.com.au 
 

Our Research Home 
Local Studies/Family History Room 

Port Macquarie-Hastings Library 
Corner of Grant and Gordon Streets 

Port Macquarie NSW 2444 
 

Our Meeting Room 
CC Mac Adams Music Centre 

Gordon Street  
Port Macquarie NSW 2444 

(between Port Macquarie Olympic Pool and Players Theatre) 
 

We are pleased to be: 
An Affiliated Society of the Royal Australian Historical Society 

A Committee Member Society of the  
NSW & ACT Association of Family History Societies Inc. 

 
 

 
The Port Macquarie & Districts Family History Society  

will have a display table at the history fair in Taree. 
 

 ‘Brick Mansions Family History Fair’ 
 

Hosted by Taree Family History Inc. 
Sunday 6 March 2016 

10am to 4pm 
Taree RSL & Golf Club Function Rooms,  

Wingham Road, Taree NSW 
 

Speakers:  
Gail Davis – State Records 
Steve Ford – NSW Land Titles Records 
Terry Eakin – Irish Research 
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