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CALL FOR COLONIAL WOMEN’S NAMES FOR ADB 

Noeline Kyle 

The National Centre of Biography (NCB) is calling for women’s names to be submitted for 

entry to the Australian Dictionary of Biography (1788–1890). 
 

The NCB at the ANU College of Arts & Social Sciences, acquires birth, death and marriage 

certificates for all subjects in the Australian Dictionary of Biography (ADB). Death certificates 

which are hard to interpret are sent to a medical historian to determine the primary cause of 

death. There is general agreement that there are too few women subjects, indigenous and non-

indigenous, for the earlier periods.  
 

A list of ‘Australian women’ who died before 1920, and especially during the colonial period 

needs to be compiled, and is expected to be quite long. 
 

If you know of any women that you think should be included, you can forward their 

biographical details to AWICC at: ncb@anu.edu.au Please include their birth and death years, 

a brief description of their activities and any useful references.  
 

Please contact Noeline Kyle at: noelinekyle@gmail.com if you would like more information. 

mailto:ncb@anu.edu.au
mailto:noelinekyle@gmail.com
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NEW MEMBERS 

Jennifer Mullin 

Ellen Brown – Port Macquarie Jan Drabble – Sancrox 

Amanda Falle – Port Macquarie Elizabeth McElvenny – Wauchope 

Annette Thomson – Port Macquarie Lorraine Wafer – Pacific Palms 

Maxine Walsh – Cowra Patricia Woodhead – Lake Cathie 
 

MEMBER GROUPS 

RootsMagic 

Support Group for members — First two sessions for 2017 will be Wednesday 22 February &  

26 April from 1:15pm to 3:15pm in the Library meeting room – cost $3 – cuppa available. 
 

Family Tree Maker  

Support Group for members — Last session for 2016 is Wednesday 23 November from 1pm 

to 3pm in the Library meeting room – cost $3 – cuppa available. Bring your laptop if you have 

one – but not essential. First two sessions for 2017 will be 22 March & 24 May. 
 

DNA Group 

Support Group for members — Last session for 2016 is Monday 28 November from 2pm to 

3:30pm in the Library meeting room – cost $3. Members do not have to complete a DNA test 

before attending this group. Bring your laptop if you have one – but not essential. First few  

sessions for 2017 – 27 February, 27 March, 24 April & 22 May. 

 

 

CALENDAR OF MEETINGS 

Venue for General Meetings: CC Mac Adams Music Centre, Port Macquarie 

Thursdays Saturdays Wednesdays 

Committee Meetings 

10.00am – 1.00pm 

Meeting Room, Library 

Monthly Meetings 

1.30 – 3.30pm 

CC Mac Adams Music 

Centre 

Research Support Group 

1.00pm – 3.00pm 

Technology Room, Library 

2016 

3 November 12 November 16 November 

1 December 10 December 14 December 

2017 

2 February 11 February 15 February 

2 March 11 March 15 March 

30 March 8 April 12 April 

4 May 13 May 17 May 

1 June 10 June 14 June 

29 June 8 July 12 July 
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TWO CENTS WORTH FROM THE PRESIDENT 

Diane Gillespie 

A well attended Annual General Meeting has seen a revival and reshuffle of people who are 

willing to step forward, give up their time and assist with the management and direction of our 

society. Rex Toomey has taken a break from the presidency but remains on the committee as 

vice-president. We thank him for his foresight and leadership during the past five years. He 

has left some big boots to fill! Our long standing secretary Wendy Anson, has resigned from 

the committee to spend more time with her family. We wish her well. Mary Flemming also 

left the committee. We hope she enjoys her time travelling and completing more indepth 

research. In Mary’s place we are very pleased to welcome Margaret Blight who has stepped 

into her new role with aplomb. 

 

Unfortunately, there were no nominations for the secretary position at the AGM and we went 

to the first committee meeting without a secretary. However, we were fortunate that Jennifer 

Mullin graciously accepted this position. With both a new president and new secretary it has 

taken a few weeks for us to become accustomed to the new roles. I am well aware of the 

commitment required by all these people on the committee as they take time from their families 

and personal research to manage our society. I thank them all. 

 

Six members from our society attended the NSW & ACT Association of Family History 

Societies Annual Conference at Camden on the weekend of 9th to 11th of September and all 

had an enjoyable weekend. Our treasurer Clive Smith, representing our society, was re-elected 

as the delegate for the northern region and remains the association’s Treasurer. It was an 

informative weekend with interesting speakers who covered topics of local interest. There was 

also a presentation about the Calais Lace-Makers; Heather Garnsey highlighted the personal 

family history holdings of the Society of Australian Genealogists (SAG). Next year’s 

conference will be held in Orange and preparations are well underway. 

 

Our Society has purchased a mobile phone to enhance communication for interested family 

historians and provide continuity when executive members change. The number appears in all 

publications and on our website in a prominent position. If there is no answer to your call 

please leave your name and number and someone will respond. 

 

In August we held a seminar on FamilySearch Records presented by Robyn Denley. Her talk 

was interesting and the society is looking to establish an interest group for members next year. 

Land Records was covered by Steve Ford in the afternoon. Locating the land records of our 

ancestors is another piece to the puzzle and members were fortunate to hear from a speaker of 

Steve’s experience. 

 

Our speaker for October was Richard O’Brien, former Irish Ambassador to Australia. He spoke 

of the Irish Orphans who came to Australia under the Earl Grey Scheme. He proved a 

knowledgeable speaker with a delightful delivery style. We are looking forward to hearing 

about Jennifer and Sue’s family history cruise at our November meeting. 

 

As this issue is going to print in November, may I wish you, on behalf of the Committee, a 

very happy Christmas and good health with many family history successes in the new year.  



 

Footsteps Page 6 November 2016 

 

FROM THE EDITOR 

Shirley Aitchison 

Thank you to all members who contributed their ‘Success stories — using census records’ and other 

very interesting articles for this edition of Footsteps.  
  
There is no particular theme for the February 2017 Footsteps. Please submit stories that you feel would 

be of interest and useful to other family historians and send your contribution(s) to the editor by 31 

December 2016: editor@pmdfhs.org.au with ‘Footsteps Article’ in the subject line. The editor will 

confirm receipt of your article.  
 

Photos and illustrations are important and will always enhance a story. Please attach photos separately 

as JPGs and indicate the preferred position for them in the article. Up to four photos and a maximum 

of 1500–1550 words, or up to 1800 words without photos.  
 

Articles submitted for publication in Footsteps should be the work of the author submitting the 

articles. Where the writing is not the work of the author, permission must be sought from the original 

author and the source of the work must be indicated in the article when it is submitted.  
 

Views expressed by authors and contributors to this Journal are not necessarily those of the Society. 

All articles and items in this journal are subject to copyright unless otherwise indicated. No portion 

of this journal may be reproduced without written permission of the Society.  
 

Members who submit articles published in Footsteps will have their names included in a draw in May 

2017. The person whose name is drawn will receive a one year PMDFHS subscription. 

 
 

NEWLY ACQUIRED RESOURCES AND REVIEWS 

Wendy Anson 

These resources were kindly donated to our society by J Meyers and N Kyle in July 2016 
 

Call no.    Title and details 

GUI 

Res-W 

The Teapot Genies Family Tree Checklist. Vernon, Kaye and Jacobsen, Billie. 

Brookvale, NSW Aust, 2005. Lists of topics with sources plus websites for various 

countries around the world. Provides a method of recording places checked, with notes 

to eliminate duplication. A useful methodology guide. 
 

ENG 

GUI 

Web 

Tracing your family history on the internet: a guide for family historians.  

Paton, Chris, Pen and Sword, Great Britain, 2011. A comprehensive account of websites 

and their content for the whole of the UK, plus general Gateways, Essential sites and 

occupations. Indexed. 
 

IRE 

PLA 

Uls 

Researching Scots-Irish ancestors: the essential genealogical guide to early modern 

Ulster, 1600-1800. Roulston, William J. Belfast, 2005. These memoirs were written 

descriptions intended to accompany the maps, and containing information which could 

not be fitted on them; which was considered necessary to clarify place-names and other 

distinctive features of each parish. Indexed. 
   

GUI 
Res-C 

 

 

Researching your ancestor's childhood. Kyle, Dr Noeline, Unlock the Past, 2016. 

Noeline outlines the numerous categories of possible places and stages of childhood, the 

research sources available along with the basic principles for researching your ancestors’ 

childhood. Indexed.                  
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CAST YOUR PODS ON FERTILE GROUND … 

Brian Panisset 

The society has recently produced a series of podcasts, and made them generally available 

through our website. Why would we do that? Who is likely to use them? 

 

Every year, new members join the society and embark on the familiar journey of discovery. 

How do they find out how to do their research; where to look for information; how to record 

what they find? Usually, it is by asking people (we hope, within the society and therefore able 

to give wise advice), or listening to conversations that touch on the subject. 

 

We reckoned that we could do something to help – and help not just new society members, but 

others who are thinking of taking up the ancestor chase, whether or not they are society 

members. We wanted to provide an alternative method to assist people, either starting or 

progressing their research in addition to the assistance already provided at the library by a 

group of our society members. 

 

We needed to offer material that people – members and non-members alike – could encounter 

when it suited them, and in a way that didn't tie down our members to schedules that might not 

be convenient. The podcast is the ideal mechanism. People can listen to it through the Society's 

website when it suits them. They don't have to plan to attend formal sessions. The podcasts are 

short; our target running time was five minutes, although we have gone a bit over in some 

cases. The idea is to target a particular topic and in a short time, pass on the key facts and 

concepts that any beginner needs to understand. Listeners won't absorb everything in a podcast 

the first time they hear it, but they can listen as many times as they want, and take in a bit more 

each time. 

 

The first three podcasts in the series talk about getting started – where to begin, what to do 

with the information collected and how to record it. The next ten go through the information 

that people may want to collect, then another seven talk about where information can be found 

and whether or not it is free to access. The final three talk about the social context of what is  

discovered, caution us that official records don't always tell the truth, and give an introduction 

to genetic genealogy – using DNA tests. 

 

If you want to listen to any of the podcasts, go to the Society's website at www.pmdfhs.org.au 

and scroll down the page, then click on the ‘podcasts’ button on the left of the screen – you 

will see the list of podcasts. Against each one, there is a black bar with a start arrow, position 

slider, elapsed time, mute facility and volume control. When you click on the start arrow, the 

podcast plays. A pause symbol replaces the start arrow so that you can stop for a break at any 

time, then start again from where you were. 

 

We wanted to demonstrate that researching family history is something everybody can do, so 

we ensured that we had a mix of voices to make listeners feel that whatever their background 

might be, there would be someone in the Society they could relate to.  

 

To all the ‘voices’ who took part – thanks. You did a great job. 
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THE DINA DIARY – NO. 1  

Using Genetics for Genealogy 

 

Ken Hunt 

DNA research is mentally, morally and philosophically challenging! Are you up for it? 

Welcome to our first DiNA (pronounced ‘deenar’) Diary. Our aim is to bring you interesting 

and challenging facts about how DNA testing can be used to enhance family history research. 
 

So why was the DNA Support Group started? Well to be honest, because it is a very new and 

unfamiliar adjunct to family history. Understanding the role that genetics plays is hard. None 

of us can be expected to comprehend everything about the subject, so it seems logical to share 

the burden. We hope that some of us will eventually become ‘experts’ on various aspects of 

DNA research and be able to share that information with our Society members. The PMDFHS 

DNA Support Group has been meeting now for some eight months at the Port Macquarie 

Library. When we started in February only about 30% of the group had done a genealogical 

DNA test, but by the August meeting just about everyone had tested and many were excited to 

tell their success stories. Previously unknown 2nd, 3rd and even 4th cousins appeared and new 

twigs sprouted on our family trees. 
 

What is the significance of the old one shilling coin logo used in The 

DiNA Diary? Well first a little bit of numismatic history. Those of us 

who recall pre-decimal currency will remember the various coins such 

as 3d, 6d, one shilling and two shillings. Each had its own slang name 

which, sadly, did not continue after the introduction of decimal currency on 14th February 

1966. The 3d was known as a trey, the sixpence a zac and 2 shillings (or Florin) was 2 bob or 

a swy. The one shilling coin was known as either a bob or, more colloquially, a dina. Each of 

the coins had the regent’s head on the obverse and an Australian Icon on the reverse. For 

example, while the Queen Elizabeth halfpenny (ha’penny) and penny had a kangaroo on the 

reverse (bounding to the right in the case of the ½d and bounding to the left in the case of a 1d), 

the sixpence and the 2 bob had the Australian Coat of Arms. The 3d had a sheaf of wheat and 

the dina sported an iconic and genetically-modified animal – the merino ram – depicting a time 

when Australia ‘rode on the sheep’s back’. Those of us in our DNA Support Group are called 

DiNAs and the old shilling coin is our emblem.  

 

In the early years, Y-chromosome (Y-DNA) and mitochondrial DNA (mtDNA) were the only 

tests on offer and they identified deep ancestry links to our paternal or maternal ancestors 

respectively. In recent years autosomal DNA tests – also known as atDNA – have proved to be 

the most popular and they provide us with a test for all genetically connected relatives back 

about six generations.  
 

The cost of testing our DNA for genealogical purposes is becoming more affordable through 

the three companies that dominate the direct-to-the-consumer test kit market. All of them are 

based in the USA and each of these offers different testing criteria. The 23andMe autosomal 

test is the most expensive and provides medical analysis of our DNA as well as linking us to 

family history matches. AncestryDNA is arguably the most promoted and the most popular. It 

also only offers a single atDNA test but, with an Ancestry subscription, we can check our 
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results against its huge database and online family trees. The third and oldest testing company 

is FamilyTreeDNA which can provide us with a range of tests – Y-DNA, mtDNA and atDNA – 

each giving us differing potential to locate parents or cousins. 
 

 

Genealogy is dangerous. Ok, not climbing mountains or being shot-at dangerous but, at worst, 

its consequences can shock and distress. It can unlock those skeletons lurking in cupboards or 

shout out those family secrets that have been hidden deliberately for generations. While all this 

certainly happens using traditional methods of family searching, imagine the increased danger 

of using the scientific certainty of DNA to prove your line. 
 

These thoughts crossed my mind while reading ‘The Stranger in My Genes’ by American 

financial journalist Bill Griffeth. Introduced to family history by his cousin, Bill threw himself 

into investigating his ancestors and rejoiced to find he was related through his paternal side to 

many local and national religious and historical figures. This all came to naught when 

encouraged to take a DNA test as he found, unlike his brother, he was not related to his father. 

Yes, it transpires that his ‘father’ was not his biological father. What to do? 
 

Whereas some of us may have tried to hide this information and still others might have given 

genealogy away in disappointment, Bill being a journalist decided to do what he does best. He 

wrote about it and not only that, but being a commentator on television he talked about it 

publicly too.  
 

For Bill it was decision time. ‘He could go on as if nothing had changed. He could continue to 

tell the world that Charles Griffeth was his father. No one would have to know, or, he could 

pursue the real truth, this unbelievable turn of the screw, and start asking some very 

uncomfortable questions.’ 
 

I enjoyed reading this book and if you are interested you can purchase it in e-book format from 

Amazon or contact Cathy at Bookface in Port Macquarie on (02) 6584 6002. 
 

Like Bill I have a major brick wall that I want to break down, but unlike him I have known 

about it for some years and it occurred many generations ago. My great-grandfather was 

illegitimate and his biological father is not named. A male cousin with a direct paternal (father 

to son) inheritance pattern stretching back to this ancestor agreed to take a Y-DNA test and we 

are now able to make a strong case for the father’s ‘true’ family name. This illegitimacy has 

prevented me from uncovering a major branch of our family tree in that my great-grandfather 

ended up adopting the surname of his step-father and this name has now been handed down 

for many generations. Whilst I am interested in finding who my great great-grandfather was 

there are some family members who just don’t want to know, wishing to perpetuate and 

venerate the adopted surname. I respect that view, but cannot ignore the facts. I see no point 

in tracing back a male line that has no genetic connection to me. 
 

So these questions remain. Is it important to scientifically prove that our lineage is correct 

through DNA testing, or should we put our trust in the ambiguity of documentation? Do we 

want to know where we genetically came from – our medical, physical, biological origins – or 

believe our family stories? Is our family history research a quest for belonging (nurture) or 

identity (nature)? Is one more important than the other? 
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19TH
 CENTURY CENSUS RECORDS IN NEW SOUTH WALES 

Rex & Yvonne Toomey 

 

 

 
Fancy Titling from the London copy of the 1828 Census of NSW 

Systematic surveys of the fledgling colony of New South Wales commenced as early as 1795. 

These were musters intended for the purpose of assessing whether the colony would be able to 

maintain itself. These were also used in the management of the large convict population. 

Between 1795 and 1825, all the inhabitants of the colony whether convict or free were required 

to attend the musters. Whilst a reasonable number of these records have survived, it wasn’t 

until 1828 that the first ‘real’ census of the Colony took place. This census also replaced 

‘musters’ because the Government found it had no legal right to compel non-convicts to     

attend them.1 
 

For family historians, the 1828 Census was a watershed and the statistical summary indicates 

36 598 persons were enumerated (although Ancestry suggests 45 7102). It was taken by 

specially appointed collectors who filled in printed forms for each household in their allotted 

district. The returns were then checked and abstracts forwarded to the Colonial Secretary. 

Whilst the military were not included, it appears their families probably were.3 

This census is now widely available. In the beginning, two sets of census records were 

compiled listing the population in alphabetical order. One set consisting of seven volumes was 

sent to London and is now held by the British National Archives (TNA)4 and the second set of 

six volumes is kept in Sydney. In 1980, the Library of Australian History published a print 

version of the 1828 Census with entries compared between the two original surviving sets. 

This was a major milestone in Australian family history and possibly led to the end of the era 

of ‘convict cringe’. The printed volume also aimed to reproduce an accurate copy of the 

London edition of the census whilst checking back to the Sydney version. This meant that 

families tended to be grouped together and the order of family and given names is not strictly 

lexicographical. Because of the high degree of skill and competence in preparing this volume, 

it is recommended that it be used in conjunction with the interpretation of current microfilm 

copies. Reference can then be made to the copious notes and discussions about the variations 

between the two versions. 
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Both the London and Sydney copies of the 1828 Census have been microfilmed and are widely 

available. Thankfully, we have come a long way from the situation where the Sydney copies 

were ‘kept in a large locked trunk’ between 1903 and the 1960s with the key to the trunk being 

passed from one Registrar-General to the next 

and a proviso that the contents were not to        

be divulged.5 

 

The major point that needs to be made is that 

this is the only known complete census that has 

survived from that period. After 1828, censuses 

in New South Wales were held in 1833, 1836, 

1841, 1846, 1851, 1856, 1861, 1871, 1881, and 

1891. Apart from the incomplete1841 Census6 

(which enumerates 19 658 persons7) there are 

no other census records available. Finally, there 

are the collector’s notebooks for the 1891 and 

1901 Federal censuses. Don’t be too excited 

about these records as they only provide the 

name of the head of the household and the 

number and gender of persons residing in        

the premises. 

 

Fortunately, what has survived may be searched in various forms on Ancestry, FindMyPast 

and the Family Search8 website.  

 

Census Records and their Availability and Number of Entries where known. 

 

 

Census  

 

SRNSW 

 

Ancestry 

 

FindMyPast 

 

Family Search 

Library of 

Australian History 

1828 No 45 710 Householders 8 888* 35 900+ 

1841 Index Search 19 658 No 1385*  

1891 No 190 892** Yes 210 523** No 

1901 No 259 940 Yes No No 
 

* Householder schedules only. 

**There is no explanation available for the discrepancy in the record totals other that different organisations use 

different methods of calculation. 

 

And what of the future? Unless you selected the option box since the 2001 census, your 

information will be lost to future generations. The failure to retain information from previous 

census collections has been described by some as ‘historical vandalism’. Therefore, for having 

the facility to request our census information be retained, we need to thank many in the family 

history community who lobbied long and hard for its inclusion. Of special mention is the late 

Nick Vine Hall, who was chairman of the federation’s census working party in 2001. His ‘fight 

to change the laws to retain the name identified forms collected under the census … may be 

his most significant work.’9 

1901 Census Collectors Notebook sample. 

Census District 64. Port Macquarie. 
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In the current census, there has been some discussion in the media about names being retained 

for matching purposes. This is in addition to the ‘time capsule’ option people are being invited 

to use10. It may be that this will eventually be the norm, and all historians will be hoping this 

will occur. In the meantime, the media and privacy advocates will be venting their anger and 

the confusion this is creating. The bottom line is that this information and the linked names 

SHOULD be retained for the future. 
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THE UK CENSUS. 

Brian Panisset 

A lot of Australians have British ancestors, and you may find yourself looking at a census 

enumerator's form to learn more about one of them. The earliest British Census was taken in 

1801 and at 10 year intervals thereafter. However, the first three censuses were intended to be 

purely statistical – the government of the time was not interested in knowing who lived where, 

or did what; it just wanted numbers to help decide what services it needed to provide in a 

society that was starting to change quite quickly. That, of course, is still the main reason for 

taking a census, whether in Britain or anywhere else. It isn't to satisfy the curiosity of family 

history researchers! A limited amount of personal information survives from those early 

censuses, but you have to go searching for it on the internet – it is not available through the 

usual genealogy web sites. 
 

What we see in these records by the way, is the ‘enumerator's copy’, until we reach the 1911 

Census. Ideally, the householder filled in a form (but those who couldn't write got some help 

from the enumerator). Those forms were then copied into a book by the enumerator to produce 

what we see here. The original forms that the householder completed were destroyed long ago, 

so we have to recognise the potential for transcription errors by the enumerator – compounded 

by the fact that the web sites that let you see these images have done their own transcription of 

the enumerator's copy, creating the opportunity for more errors to creep in. In some cases it's 

been more a gallop than a creep.  
 

There are also some notable omissions in the census records, so if you are bewildered by the 

fact that an ancestor appears to have vanished for a decade or two, here are some                

possible reasons. 

 

http://www.records.nsw.gov.au/archives/collections-and-research/guides-and-indexes/census%20musters%20guide.%20Referenced%2021Aug2016
http://www.records.nsw.gov.au/archives/collections-and-research/guides-and-indexes/census%20musters%20guide.%20Referenced%2021Aug2016
www.ancestry.com
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For those who were in the armed services, service records may fill the gap for you, and the 

National Archives at Kew is your starting point because the census ignored them until 1911. 

There is some information available through the subscription sites Ancestry and FindMyPast. 

For Merchant Navy officers and crew, who missed out in 1841 and 1851, FindMyPast has 

some information dealing with the voyages they made and the vessels in which they served. 

People sleeping rough were likewise not recorded in 1841 and 1851, and people travelling 

overnight (or working overnight) are not included in 1841. The following is part of a completed 

form from the 1841 Census – let us see what we can get from it. 

Starting at the top of the page, it tells us the city and parish where these people were living. 

Down the left hand side of the page, there is room for their address (as we would call it now) 

so all these people lived in St. Peter's Place (part of the Canterbury Cathedral grounds). Notice 

the ‘do’ at intervals down the page. It stands for ‘ditto’ meaning the same as before. The next 

two columns are headed ‘HOUSES’, the first showing whether the house is uninhabited 

(nobody living there) or still being built, and the second whether it is inhabited. At intervals 

down those columns, you will see either a single or a double diagonal line. The single line 

showed the end of a household (we would probably say ‘family’ today) and the double line, 

the end of the list of people living in that building. Multiple occupancy was common. Then we 

have the name of each person living there, and their age – except that, unless we are dealing 

with a person under 21, that age is rounded down to the nearest 5 years. A person between 26 

and 29 would be shown as 25 years old. We cannot infer birth years reliably from this census 

unless we are dealing with young people (and even then I would want some corroborative 

evidence). Men were in the first column, women in the second. Then we have their occupation, 

and the abbreviation ‘Ind’ appears often on our example page, meaning ‘Independent means’. 

Finally, we have two columns showing whether or not that person was born in the county in 
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which the town and parish are situated (Kent, in this case). If a person was born in Scotland, 

Ireland or the grandly titled ‘Foreign Parts’, meaning ‘outside the British Isles’, there would 

be an entry in the last column. Notice on the extreme right there is a Public Record Office 

reference, and when you are citing your source, you use that, the folio number at the top right 

of the page and the page number which is at the top middle of the page. 
 

Let us move on to the 1851 Census. The format stayed pretty much constant until the 1911 

Census, so what we see here will be in the 1861, 71, 81, 91, and 1901 censuses too, with only 

minor variations. 

The first column is the number of the house in the enumerator's schedule. That is NOT the 

house number as we would recognise it in an address. The next column gives us the address, 

together with the information across the top of the page, the parish, ecclesiastical (or church) 

district, the city or borough and sometimes the town or village if they are appropriate. Back to 

the columns: after the address, we have the name of each person who was in the house over 

the night of the census. Some children who were with relatives therefore would not appear in 

the context of their birth family, which can be a bit disconcerting. You have to go searching 

for them elsewhere in the country. Then we have each person's relationship to the head of the 

family – usually the father, though a widow would appear in that role unless she was living 

with one of her children. This can pick out grandchildren and help us associate them with their 

parents – indeed, sometimes gives us a link between the three generations that we might not 

otherwise know. You will find ‘Boarder’, ‘Lodger’ and ‘Servant’ there too. The ‘Condition’ 

column showed whether someone was married or unmarried, widow or widower. The next two 

columns give us the age of each person at their last birthday, then we have each person's 

occupation. Children are commonly called ‘scholar’ though that doesn't mean they were 

particularly studious. Then we have the place where each person was born, and it is worth 

remarking that across a series of census returns, we can find the same person being born in 

different places. Be careful what you believe! The last column shows whether a person is blind 
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or deaf and dumb (meaning incapable of speech, rather than mentally deficient, although that 

appeared as an option in later census returns). The citation information appears at the bottom 

of the form now, showing the class (HO107 for the 1851 census, but RG9 for the 1861 census, 

through to RG14 for the 1911 census) and piece number. The folio and page numbers are at 

the top of the page. 
 

Finally, let's look at the 1911 census. This was the first time that we see the form completed 

by the householder. In previous censuses, the original forms were destroyed and we see only 

the enumerator's copy. Now we see the original handwriting. 

Each person occupies a line, as before, name in the first column, status in the household next 

(that is just like the preceding census returns), and then age at last birthday, marital status, then 

something new – information about how long a couple had been married, and the number of 

children they had (and survived). Next we have the occupation, and some more probing details 

about the nature of that occupation. Birthplace comes next, nationality (for people born outside 

the UK; some might still claim British nationality of course), and finally ‘Infirmity’. If 

anything was written in that column, the censor has covered it over before the image was 

scanned. Down at the bottom of the form, the householder had to sign and write the postal 

address of his residence, and how many rooms the house contained. 
 

British law requires that no census information that identifies individuals may be released until 

100 years after the year of the census, so the next one we will see is the 1921 census, which 

should appear in 2021. All the information collected in the 1931 census was destroyed during 

the Second World War, and since that was going on in 1941, there was not a census that year. 

If you are still around in 2051, you will be able to see the 1951 Census. However, in 1939, 

with the Second World War imminent, the British Government compiled a Register which 

showed where everybody lived and their occupation. It is available through the subscription 

website FindMyPast free as part of ‘some’ subscriptions, otherwise a hand comes out of the 

screen and asks for your credit card. 
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THE CONVICT JOHN ABEL AVERY – LOST IN THE 1828 CENSUS 

Rex & Yvonne Toomey

John Abel Avery was born in Buckinghamshire around 1800 

and baptised in All Saints Church, High Wycombe, 

Buckinghamshire on 13th June 18021. There is reasonable 

certainty that this information is correct as it matches the 

information in his death certificate2 despite a generic 

‘England’ offered as his place of birth. Interestingly, the 

certificate also provides a near exact age at death of 79 years 

and 9 months. Subtracted from 3rd January 1880, the result is 

April 1800 which ‘fits the profile’. In addition, the certificate 

shows him as the husband of ‘Sharlotte’ (sic) Davis on the 

entry recorded at the Kempsey Courthouse3. The marriage to 

Charlotte took place on 24th May 1830 at St John’s Church 

Parramatta4. John was recorded as being 30 years, ‘free’ from 

the ship Asia whilst Charlotte was recorded as ‘bond’ 

(meaning a convict), aged 21 years from the ship Princess 

Charlotte. Neither the groom nor the bride could sign           

their name. 
 

Being a convict, Charlotte Davis had to request permission to 

marry John Abel Avery. This was done and approval granted on 19th May 18305 and they were 

married five days later. Further research located a Certificate of Freedom6 dated 30th June 1829 

for a John Avery arriving on the Asia(2) in 1822 under sentence of transportation for seven 

years and born in the year 1800. More importantly, it quite specifically stated John was a native 

of High Wickham (sic), Buckinghamshire, England. All 

good so far. 
 

All this now confirmed the fact that John Avery was a 

convict in New South Wales between 24th July 1822 when 

his ship the Asia(2) arrived and the 30th June 1829 when 

he was granted his Certificate of Freedom. This also 

meant that his name should have appeared in the 1828 

Census of New South Wales. Yet he is nowhere to be 

found amongst the several Avery names that appear there! 

This has led to the question of what could have occurred?  
 

There are some documents in the Colonial Secretary’s 

correspondence that indicate what happened to the convict 

John Avery after he arrived. After the first week, he was 

sent to Parramatta with twenty-four others ‘for 

distribution within the district’. A year later on 25th 

October 1823, he was returned to Penrith from the Emu 

Plains Farm. He was then assigned to John Harris. After 

that – nothing – until he receives his Certificate of 

Freedom. So the mystery was; did the census collector 

John Abel Avery 

Courtesy of the Avery Family 

Certificate of Freedom, No. 29/657 

dated 30th June 1829 for John Avery 
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miss out on getting the details of John Avery or was there some other reason he could not be 

found? Therefore, like all good family historians, it was time to ‘think outside of the envelope’. 

Perhaps there was a spelling mistake? A quick run of the finger down the columns of names 

and ships in the printed census volume could find nothing that matched the elusive John Avery. 

Next, it was time to try for a phonetic match. The only name similar to ‘Avery’ was ‘Every’ 

and a quick check for a John Every soon found a likely match! The entry was recorded as ‘John 

Every’ of the ship Asia. Every family historian knows the wonderful feeling when a ‘brick 

wall’ has been knocked over – well that is what was felt after finding this entry. In addition, 

using the same logic he was located in the 1825 muster under the same name. 
 

Of course, there were some issues with the entries that are still a mystery. The following table 

shows a comparison of what was recorded: 
 

Element 1825 Muster 1828 Census* C of F 

Name John Every John Every  John Avery 

Age 19 26 29 (Born 1800) 

Status  F S  

Ship Asia Asia Asia (2) 

Arrival Year 1822 1822 1822 

Sentence 7 years 7 years 7 years 

Religion  Cath  

Employment G S Labourer  

Employer Mr Fulton, 

Chaplain at  

Penrith 

Rob Smith, Bathurst  

*The entry for John Every is exactly the same in both the Sydney and London copies of the 1828 Census. 

The two major differences are the age and the religion. It is interesting that John Every aged 

by 7 years in the three years between the 1825 muster and 1828 census. Also, the recording of 

a religion of ‘Cath’ (Roman Catholic) is patently wrong when considering John Avery was 

born, married and died as a follower of the Church of England. 

 

 

This then gives food for thought. Perhaps he had a strong accent or brogue or maybe even a 

speech impediment? No matter, success is wonderful and whilst it adds little to what was 

already known about John Avery, it was an important discovery to know where he was in 1825 

as well as 1828. 
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A MAINE YANKEE IN QUEEN VICTORIA’S NAVY 

(with apologies to Mark Twain and his ‘A Connecticut Yankee in King Arthur's Court’) 

Yvonne and Rex Toomey 

Yvonne’s great grandfather had the quite unusual name of Ezekiel Jackson. She first came 

across him by tracing backwards through her father’s Jackson family, from Clarence, then 

Frederick and finally Ezekiel, who married Ellen Murray. This marriage most likely took place 

at the Kempsey Courthouse (‘by law’) on 14th February 18661 and the record shows that 

Ezekiel was born in the United States of America! After years of research and contact with 

relatives in the United States, we found that Ezekiel was born at China, Maine, USA, on the 

8th December 18372, the son of Amosa Jackson and Sarah nee Row. However, the question 

then was: how did a young man born into a farming family on the east coast of America become 

a sailor and end up in Australia? Was it by choice or by misfortune?  

 

The first record of Ezekiel’s visit to Australian shores is on 7th October 1861. He was described 

as an able-bodied seaman in the crew list of the Boston USA flagged ship Renown3, which 

arrived carrying 700 000 feet (213 360 metres) of lumber4. Ezekiel was also found in the crew 

list of the Vanquish5 (arrived 27th December 1861) and the Bonnie Doon6 (arrived 11th 

November 1862). About a week after the Bonnie Doon docked, Ezekiel was seen assaulting 

the boatswain of the La Hogue. He was then arrested and fined 20 shillings ($2.00) and costs 

at the Sydney Water Police Court on 20th November 18627. This action may have caused him 

to lose his position on the Bonnie Doon because he is next mentioned in the NSW Police 

Gazette as a deserter from the McLeay Packet in March 18638. He was arrested shortly 

thereafter and then spent the next thirteen years living in the Kempsey district during which 

time he married Ellen and fathered four children, all boys and the rest they say is history.  

 

There were several hurdles when looking for Ezekiel in the United States. Firstly, there is the 

large number of records held in Ancestry. Next, due to the rather common family name of 

‘Jackson’, we concentrated our initial searches with a focus on the ‘United States’ Collection. 

Here we were able to identify Ezekiel and his parents in the US Census records of 18409 (aged 

2 years) and 185010 (aged 13 years).  

 

After hearing that Ancestry had added more records to its website, we did another search on 

the ‘United States’ Collection but were disappointed because the search only returned the 

previous results, i.e. the 1840 and 1850 census records. This seemed strange, because we 

surmised that Ezekiel could not have just vanished from his home town and suddenly appear 

in Australia some years later without some record of where he had been or what he had done.  

So we took a gamble and typed his name into the search area for the ‘All Collections’ rather 

than ‘United States’. Then to our surprise, his name appeared on the census for Great Britain 

held 7th April 186111. He was listed as an ‘AB’ (abled bodied seaman) on the Royal Navy Ship, 

HMS Bacchante aged 24 years and born in Mayne [sic] United States. The HMS Bacchante 

was a wood screw frigate launched in 1859 at Portsmouth Dockyard and the census was taken 

whilst the ship was anchored in Esquimault Harbour, Vancouver Island on the west coast of 
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Canada. All the facts pointed to this Ezekiel being ‘ours’. The age was right, the birthplace 

correct and his subsequent employment as an ‘AB’ fitted the bill.  

 

With the assistance of a dear friend who was visiting The National Archives some years ago, 

we were able to piece together the story of Ezekiel’s career in the British Royal Navy12. 

Apparently, he arrived in England sometime in early 1860 and joined the HMS St Vincent at 

Portsmouth on 18th February 1860. On 20th April 1860, he was transferred to the HMS 

Bacchante which sailed from Spithead in October that year. Ezekiel is listed in the weekly 

muster rolls as the ship sailed south west around South America, finally arriving at Esquimault 

Harbour, Vancouver Island in March 1861 just in time for the census. 

 

The final record shows that he deserted the HMS Bacchante on 21st May 1861 while the ship 

was anchored in the harbour. This was just one month after his name was included in the 

British Census for 1861. On the run for desertion, it seems highly likely that he would have 

crossed over to the United States because the border was nearby at Puget Sound. It was         

from here he would have joined the Renown which departed from there13, to work his way        

to Australia. 

 

So there you have it. An American citizen ends up on a British warship from which he deserts 

to come to Australia where he gets married, creates an Australian family (ours) and then flees 

back to the United States where he marries again and fathers more children. Oh what a tangled 

web he weaved! It also goes to show that you never know where your research is going to lead 

you in family history. 

 

 UK 1861 Census Record showing Ezekiel Jackson 
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CENSUS TIP – WHERE WAS THE HUSBAND BEFORE HE MARRIED? 

Wendy Anson 

Finding my grandfather’s sister Annie Beckwith in the 1901 and 1911 UK census was proving 

to be impossible. Annie’s mother Hannah, had left for Australia in 1883 with her three 

youngest children (Annie’s siblings), after a marriage breakdown, hoping to find her own 

mother she hadn’t seen for 30 years. Annie 13 and her two brothers, John eight (my 

grandfather) and Joseph six, had been left behind in England with relatives. How could Annie 

be located? In the 1891 census she was listed with her father William and several other children 

under the surname Beckwith. Her father died in 1905, but he couldn’t be located in the 1901 

census either.  

 

After locating other relatives of that family still in England – also tricky – I discovered we 

were their ‘lost family’. I was told that Annie eventually married a fellow by the name of 

Edwin Hayter, but not until around 1915. Eventually, I decided to see where Edwin was in 

the census records, and there lay the answer. In the 1911 census, I discovered Edwin Hayter, 

single and living with Annie and the previous family children – all first names correct, but 

the surname was listed as BAKER and not Beckwith! Most likely an attempt at disguising 

their real identities. 

 

 

Then looking back at the 1901 census, under the name BAKER, I quickly found Annie with 

her father and the other children – all with the surname Baker. 

 

Now for the tip — do not neglect to research a new husband’s previous whereabouts – you 

never know what you might find. 

1911 England Census for Edwin Hayter – London – Stoke Newington - 23 
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WHO HAVE I MARRIED? 

Lesley Moore 

I was playing on the computer 10 years ago and up popped my husband Robert’s father’s name: 

John Moore alias Loakes. I thought ‘Oh my God’ what have I married into. I just went icy – 

ridiculous. I said to Robert, is there an alias? Robert looked at me blankly. I started pushing 

more buttons on the computer and it went to his grandfather, great grandfather and down the 

line with ‘alias Loakes’ until it came to John & Robert Moore alias Loakes. They were brothers 

convicted of horse stealing and then were sentenced in the Old Bailey to death and placed on 

a prison hulk ‘Surrey’, then the prison hulk ‘Captivity’, and in 1815, both were transported for 

life to Australia on the convict ship ‘Marquis of Wellington’. In the Old Bailey records it stated 

they came from Tillbrook, Bedfordshire. We thought their mother’s name might be Loakes. I 

found a Sarah Loakes married to Thomas Moore plus baptisms of their children including John 

(1788) & Robert (1790) – so the brothers lied regarding their surname. 

 

John Moore alias Loakes (Robert’s 3rd great-grandfather) 

married Sarah Cooper in 1815. Sarah and her mother came 

to Australia free with her convict father Charles Cooper. John 

in England was a horse dealer and in Australia he was a 

farrier and later a veterinary surgeon and pound keeper in the 

Hawkesbury area. He and Sarah had 10 children. John died 

in 1851 and his funeral was taken across in the punt by Alfred 

Smith who was at that time the puntsman on the Hawkesbury 

River at Richmond. John’s was the first burial in the 

Methodist cemetery at Londonderry1. 

  

One of John and Sarah’s children was 

William Moore (Robert’s 2nd great-

grandfather) born 1821 in Parramatta. 

There is a great deal written about 

William. He became a missionary and 

minister of the Wesleyan Church and 

spent many years in Fiji2 where some of his children were born. He 

converted the bible into Fijian3. He brought a Christian Fijian chieftain, 

formerly a cannibal, to Sydney during negotiations for the incorporation of 

Fiji into the British Empire4. He was dissuaded by the bushranger 

Thunderbolt from travelling through the Moonbi ranges 

in a coach which Thunderbolt later robbed. In 1949 at 

Nundah Methodist Church in Queensland, there was a 

dedication of a window to Rev. Wm Moore. The motif of 

the window is that of the sower in the parable, indicating 

Rev.William Moore’s work as a pioneer of Methodism 

in Queensland. He supported the building of Newington 

College at Stanmore and was also involved with his son 

Samuel Wilkinson Moore and others in the formation of 

the Methodist Ladies College in Burwood in 1886.  
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The Hon. Samuel Wilkinson Moore (Robert’s great-

grandfather) was born in 1854 in Tiliva Bua, Vanua Lavu, 

Fiji. He was a student teacher and assistant master at G 

Metcalfe’s private high school at Goulburn from 1870–1872. 

Samuel moved to Tingha and Inverell district in 1873 to take 

up mining interests. He was for most of his earlier life a mine 

manager and established a strong following among the miners 

in that area. Together with Rev. William Jasper Tyson and 

Rev. Francis Tate, Samuel formed the Britannia Tin Mining 

Co of which he was the manager. He was also the leading 

assayer and chief tin buyer.  

 

In politics he was a free 

trader and a supporter of 

Sir Henry Parkes. He was 

elected to the Legislative Assembly as member for Inverell 

in 1885 and from 1894 to 1910 representing Bingara. In the 

NSW Parliament he was a supporter of Sir George Reid, 

but became a liberal from 1901. He became a member of 

the Parliamentary standing committee for Public Works 

from 1901–04. He then joined the Carruthers Ministry as 

Secretary for Mines and Agriculture in 1904. When Sir 

Charles Wade took over as Premier in October 1907 

Samuel became the Secretary for Lands. He implemented 

the first compulsory Crown acquisition in 1908 under the Closer Settlement Act (Amendment) 

of 1907. In 1910, Samuel was defeated in the general elections but was appointed a 

Commissioner of the Western Land Board. After his retirement in 1922 he lived at Roseville 

until his death in 1935. 

 

Sarah Moore (nee Cooper)’s father, Charles Cooper (Robert’s 4th great-grandfather) was 

baptised in 1773 in Shipton on Stour. In 1795 he was convicted of stealing a stray mare with 

another person who at the trial insisted that Charles Cooper was threatening to shoot him if he 

refused to assist him in stealing a horse. Both were convicted and condemned to be executed; 

instead, they were transported for life to Australia arriving in 1797 on the convict ship 

‘Barwell’. In 1803 Charles was coachman to Mrs John MacArthur at Parramatta. 

 

In 1817, Charles Cooper left Australia with horses for Batavia, the nearest colony to the 

Australian colonies. He was working his passage to England and he may have reached there 

and then brought back horses to Batavia with the intention of eventually returning to NSW. 

However, he died on Java in August, 1820 – the area at the time was rife with diseases and it 

is possible that Charles died of one of these diseases. 

 

There was a petition written to Sir George Gipps, then Governor of the Colony of NSW, by 

William Price, the husband of Ann Cooper on behalf of Ann, her sister Sarah (Mrs John Moore) 

and brother Thomas Cooper. The purpose of the petition was a last ditch appeal to the Governor 

by the children of Charles Cooper in regard to an inheritance he had left them – 797 Spanish 

dollars and one and half rupees. This money had been placed in the Orphans Chambers at 

Hon. Samuel Wilkinson Moore 
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Batavia. James Norton, solicitor in Sydney, had the power of attorney. The money was 

forwarded through his agents in Calcutta to Sydney on the ship ‘Bombay’. In fact the ‘bill of 

lading’ and the ‘letters’ had arrived before the money landed. There are a number of letters 

dated between 1830 and 1840, however, the family never received their inheritance.  

 

Charles Cooper’s father, Thomas Cooper (5th great-grandfather) was born in 1747. Lady 

Margaret Vane (born 1748 at Barnard’s Castle) was disowned by her family for having eloped 

with Thomas Cooper, the family coachman, and there we have my husband Robert’s direct 

line to Charles II (9th great-grandfather) through his mistress Barbara Villiers, Duchess of 

Cleveland (9th great-grandmother) and a great deal has been written about her and her infamous 

ways throughout her life. 

 

So, I repeat, what type of family have I married into! 

 

When we visited Barnard’s Castle in 2006 we found it in 

ruins. Nearby was Raby Castle which was passed into the 

hands of the Vane family in 1569. At Raby Castle Robert 

explained his connection, and they spent some time with 

us. They also allowed us to walk on the carpet in the 

Baron’s Hall that Robert’s 7th great-grandmother, Grace 

Fitzroy (born 1697) had made by hand. They pointed out 

her Coat of Arms, as being illegitimate because it had a 

white mark through it. (If you have blue and white squares 

running around the edge/border of the Coat of Arms, it 

means once illegitimate now legitimate). Even though she 

had married, it indicates that the baby was born from the 

wrong side of the blanket. The Coat of Arms was running 

all around the room between the wall and ceiling. Grace 

married into the Vane family. Grace Fitzroy’s father, 

Charles Fitzroy (born 1662) the son of Charles II & 

Barbara Villiers, ‘Fitz’ meaning bastard child. Being a 

relative, Robert asked for accommodation for the night for 

us, sadly we were declined. He still continues to ask at 

various Castles and we are still declined. 
 

Sir Henry Vane, The Young, was sentenced to death for treason by Charles II. He was  

beheaded in 1662.  
 

At Raby Castle, I noticed a few chairs and commented on them as they had the Royal Insignia. 

Apparently if you attend the coronation of a King or Queen you can apply to acquire your 

chair, probably have to buy it. There were two chairs with ER – two with GR VI – one with 

GR V - two with Ed VII. 
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THE STORY OF JOHN PIPER AND HIS DESCENDANTS 

Leonie Hiles 

Recently, when I visited my sister, her husband Bob Marden, told me he was a fifth generation 

descendant of Captain John Piper, a prominent identity in the early days of the colony of NSW 

and Norfolk Island, and an eccentric, colourful character from all accounts.  

 

The following is a copy of an address given by Bob’s Aunty Betty when she was preparing a 

talk to give to a Probus Club in 1998. Written by Ruth Betty Roberts (4th generation) – daughter 

of Bertha and George Marden (25/09/1999). Permission has been granted to included the 

‘address’ in the  Footsteps journal by her nephew, Bob Marden. 

 

John Piper, the son of a Cornish doctor, was born in Ayrshire, Scotland in 1773. John enlisted 

in 1791 as an Ensign in the NSW Army Corps. He sailed in The Pitt via Rio and Cape Horn 

and arrived in Sydney in 1792, four years after Governor Phillip had established the colony at 

Farm Cove. During that time he saw the miraculous growth of the colony and he became 

regarded as ‘the Prince of Australia’. John’s story covers sixty years of British rule, a third 

spent in military duties, a third in civil duties and a third in pastoral activities.  

 

He was deemed to be a fitting person to have the now salubrious 

suburb of Point Piper named after him. My family did not want 

me to give this talk. They said he was a rogue and a scoundrel 

and I should not take our family skeleton out of the cupboard. 

But I reminded them of the many good things he did for the 

colony. He was too kind-hearted and generous for his own good 

and these traits, together with his love of the good life, led to  

his downfall. 

 

The first settlers had no preconceived idea of this new land. The 

convicts were resigned to their fate of being here forever. The 

rest of the colony contained soldiers and free settlers and they 

regarded this place as an El Dorado where they could make their 

fortune. The population of Sydney was 3000. Nearby Norfolk 

Island had 1136 – half were free settlers and half were convicts. 

Until the War of Independence in America, convicts were sent there to ease the overcrowding 

in prisons in England but when England lost that war, the convicts were sent south. So many 

of our first settlers were chosen by the best judges in England! 

 

The officers of the NSW Corps considered they had a right to any riches of the land by virtue 

of their race, class and the might of the Royal Navy. As soon as the ship docked, the Captain 

opened a trading post to sell luxury items and so cleared £4000. Governor Phillip was angry. 

He had hoped the ship would bring seeds and building materials. He sent a letter to England 

requesting necessities only to be sent in the future and enclosed his resignation. 

 

The commander of the NSW Corps saw an opportunity for himself and his officers to make 

money. The Corps chartered ships to bring goods from the Cape of Good Hope and so set up 

a trade which caused a downfall of three governors and produced a military oligarchy. At the 

Captain John Piper 
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same time Europe had witnessed the downfall of the aristocrats and the merchants became the 

powerful class in England. 

 

Sydney in 1792 contained two settlements, one on either side of a creek at Farm Cove. The 

west side contained a stone house for the commandant, huts for officers, barracks for the 

troops, a temporary hospital and an observatory for Lieut. Dawes on land now called         

Dawes Point. 

 

The east side contained the Government House, two storeys high and built of stone. There 

were huts for respectable women convicts and for soldiers who guarded the stone house, the 

cellars and the wharf. The women had to pound oyster shells for lime to cement the bricks 

made by the male convicts at Brickfield Hill. In the 20th century the large shops of Anthony 

Hordern and Mark Foys (now Law Courts) were built on this site. The roofs and the huts were 

thatched with straw, so cooking was done outside the huts. Life for the convicts was very hard 

and they never received any pay. Major Grose allowed officers to use the convicts to build 

their houses and tend their gardens while public works and farming were neglected. The 

officers brewed alcohol from the wheat and sold it to the convicts. The colony expanded to the 

Hawkesbury and to Cowpastures (now Camden). 

 

In 1793, John Piper asked to be sent to Norfolk Island (to avoid some trouble with a woman) 

and to make money by trading with goods brought by ship from India. John worked well for 

the army and was promoted to Lieutenant. In 1795 he returned to Sydney and then sailed to 

England. In 1799 he arrived back in Sydney as a Captain. It was at this time he became friends 

with John MacArthur. MacArthur fought a duel with another officer, Paterson, who was 

seriously injured, and as a result both MacArthur and Piper were sent to gaol. Governor King 

asked Piper to write an explanation of the affair but the tone of the letter was regarded by King 

as insolent. Piper was charged but acquitted by his fellow officers and MacArthur was sent to 

England for trial. This affair lost Piper many male friends, but not the ladies of Sydney who 

wrote him many comforting letters and cared for his horses and dogs. 

 

Unhappy in Sydney, Piper asked to go to Norfolk Island again, in 1804. He found the island 

had deteriorated through drought and disease and the convicts were unhappy and quarrelsome. 

When the commandant Foveaux became ill, Piper became the acting commandant and the 

severity of the punishments was reduced so much that two convicts wrote Piper a letter               

of thanks.  

 

While on the island, Piper fell in love with Mary Anne, the fifteen 

year old daughter of two convicts from the First Fleet ship, The 

Prince of Wales. Her father was James Shears, aged fifty, who was 

charged as a pickpocket and her mother was Mary Wilson, charged 

with stealing twelve inches of lace. 

 

Piper lived with Mary Anne for many years, but could not marry her 

as officers were not allowed to marry convicts. She was a good 

hostess and well liked – and had several children. They married when 

Piper resigned from the army in 1811. 

 Mary Anne Piper 
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When Governor King decided to evacuate Norfolk Island, Piper had to decide whether to stay 

in the army and be sent to fight in the Napoleonic Wars or to remain in Sydney. He chose the 

latter and so this was the end of his military career. 

 

Governor Macquarie sent him to England with dispatches, taking with him Mary Anne, Sally 

(who was we think an illegitimate daughter) and two sons. Piper’s funds were low so he asked 

the Earl of Liverpool for a civilian post in Sydney. He had a reference from Governor 

Macquarie, asking that Piper be rewarded for his work on Norfolk Island with a grant of £400 

per year. 

 

In 1813, Piper returned to Sydney as the naval officer for Port Jackson, a combination of 

harbour master and customs officer. Over three months in 1814, he collected £2000 in customs. 

His cut was 5% while Governor Macquarie received £2000 per annum. Trade was flourishing 

all the time and the amount of customs money likewise increased. 

 

Piper designed a new fancy uniform for himself and indulged in a lavish lifestyle. He owned 

two houses, one in The Rocks and a weekend retreat at Vaucluse (for his male friends only, 

for hunting and shooting). He had two boats, horses and carriages and it was rumoured he had 

a hundred servants. Macquarie granted Piper many acres of land around Sydney, Camden and 

Bathurst. Piper sponsored boat races on Sydney Harbour and helped organise the first horse 

races at Bellevue Hill and Centennial Park. Piper enjoyed entertaining, so he decided to build 

a large stone house, ‘Henrietta Villa’. The laying of the foundation stone was the scene for the 

first big masonic ceremony in Sydney. The house cost £10,000 and took four years to build. 

 

He was at the centre of the social scene, 

hosting grand balls, lavish dinner parties for 

up to 120 guests, rowing them across the water 

in boats decorated with Chinese lanterns and 

musicians playing, as well as picnics in his 

well laid out gardens. Rows of brass cannons 

stood on the lawn and saluted his friends as 

they sailed in and out of the harbour. ‘The 

Prince of Australia’ had arrived! 

 

The arrival of Governor Darling in 1816 saw 

the downfall of Piper. Darling had the 

accounts of the customs office checked and 

found many problems – Piper had mortgages 

worth £20,000 on his estate. 

 

Piper was suspended from offices and resigned as Chairman of the Bank of New South Wales. 

He had lent bank money to his friends and had failed to collect customs duties from well 

respected gentlemen (who asked for credit but never paid). Piper’s accounts were in chaos. 

Disgraced, he decided to commit suicide. So he had his men row him out through the Heads 

and jumped overboard, but one of the sailors dived into the sea and rescued him. He came 

ashore to the laughter of his friends. 

 

Henrietta Villa 
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Coopers and Levy, (two ex-convicts) were engaged to sell up Piper’s estates. The Vaucluse 

land was sold to Dr Darcy Wentworth for money and an estate at Bathurst. The house was 

called ‘Westbourne’ and the property was put into Mrs Piper’s name. Piper also owned another 

estate at Bathurst called ‘Alloway Bank’ to which Piper and his family retired when he was 

aged 54. This ended the civic phase of his life and so began the pastoral stage. 

 

In 1820, Bathurst was an example of an aristocratic feudal village containing land owners, 

military and convicts. ‘Alloway Bank’ had taken three years to build and became the centre of 

the gay social life of the town. Convicts were used as servants in the house and on the farm. 

They were trained to play musical instruments, forming a band which was used to welcome 

visitors. A brass cannon from the ‘Henrietta Villa’ was used to salute guests and only just 

missed the carriage of Governor Darling and his wife when they visited. 

 

Piper bred horses, cattle and sheep; and cheeses were made to sell in Sydney. He continued to 

live beyond his means which, together with lending money to his friends reduced him to 

bankruptcy once again. A serious drought and a depression (which caused the closure of the 

Bank of Australia), added to Piper’s troubles. Alloway Bank was sold and the family went to 

live at Westbourne. Piper lived to age 78 and his father-in-law James Shears, the convict, died 

there at age 103. Mary Piper died in 1871. 

 

During his time at Bathurst, Piper became the local magistrate and sponsored the establishment 

of the Presbyterian Church. He tried to improve the condition of the roads and had the gradient 

of the Lapstone Hill reduced. It took three days to travel by coach from Bathurst to Penrith and 

another day to reach Sydney. The cost by mail coach was £15. The inns along the way were 

poor quality, serving bacon and eggs or spatchcocks for breakfast. The sound of a coach 

approaching caused all the poultry to crow and cackle in fear of being killed for food. 

 

Descendants of John Piper — His granddaughter, Bertha Piper, married John Miller in 

Bathurst. They took up selections throughout the Northern Tablelands raising sheep. John 

Miller died on his sheep station at Texas. Bertha had earlier died in Glen Innes of Bright’s 

disease. They had 12 children which included two sets of twins. All the family were horse mad 

and played cricket with neighbours on Sundays. A descendant is Mark Taylor, former cricket 

captain for Australia. Mark was honoured by being elected ‘Australian of the Year’ in 1999. 

He is the 7th generation of his convict ancestors. His grandfather was Alex Miller. 

 

Keith Marden, 4th generation, won the champion boy jockey at age 14 at the Royal Easter show 

in 1923. His mother was Bertha, daughter of Bertha and John Miller. 

 

Many of the Piper family lived in Bathurst. In 1998, 4th generation, Roger died there so his 

brother and I are the last of that generation. Roger helped the Gliding Club of Bathurst acquire 

a part of his property for an airfield. Mount Piper is a feature of the local scenery as is Piper 

Street. John Piper was a generous and kind person. His problems were his inability to manage 

his finances and his love of the good life.  

 

I have written this story for the benefit of future generations. The information has come from 

the archives of the Bathurst Historical Society and the Mitchell Library in Sydney and from 

family stories. 



 

Footsteps Page 28 November 2016 

 

SUCCESS STORY: DNA DOES WORK!  

Wendy Anson 

In the August 2013 edition of Footsteps, I wrote of my DNA experiences in the quest to prove 

‘my’ Moses Rees was the same as the New Zealand Moses Rees I had located. My Moses had 

been very careful not to leave any paper trail to connect them. The first likely relative from 

New Zealand failed to send off the test kit I had paid for them to do. However, my article in 

Footsteps was picked up online by ‘Patty’, also from the same New Zealand family, who rang 

me out of the blue, to talk about her Moses and mine. 

 

I had followed the paper evidence of both families – the Australian Moses Rees from his 1883 

arrival in Australia with a ‘wife’ and child, and the New Zealand Moses Rees with a different 

wife and four boys, up to his disappearance in 1883. None of the New Zealand line had been 

able to find his death over there. Everything seemed to match, so it was easy enough to write 

a story to send the New Zealand families, to put the case forward that both Moses were one 

and the same, as like Trove, New Zealand papers past, provided so many background articles 

of relevance. But not definitive proof. 

 

Finally, this year, I had a kit sent to Patty, which she quickly sent it off to the US for testing. 

About six weeks later the results came in, and YES, we came up with matching results! We 

are about fourth cousins, which the DNA test also indicated. Now I can be confident in adding 

the New Zealand line to my family tree. Definitely worth it.  

 

NB. The test used was the Family Finder DNA test on the ‘myFTDNA’ web site – which can 

connect about five generations back on both male and female sides. 

 

 

THE PERILS OF WOMEN WEARING LONG CLOTHING IN THE 1800S   

Lesley Moore 

My great grandmother Elizabeth Ann Mester (nee Jones), lost her sister Mary Ann Coster (nee 

Jones) in 1882 to a tragic accident. I learnt this from a relative, Russell Jones, who wrote a 

story about the Jones family. This is what Russell Jones’ father wrote about the event. 

 

‘On January 30, 1882 a bushfire broke out right near the old Wattle Villa homestead. While 

the menfolk were beating out the fire around the house, the fire spread eastward. My Aunt, 

Mary Ann Coster, saw the fire and went to help put it out, using a bush. Instead of using the 

bush in a sweeping action, thus sweeping the burning grass back into the fire, apparently she 

was belting the fire straight onto the earth, an especially dangerous method. 

 

Women in those days wore their skirts long, just clearing the ground. The result was that her 

skirt caught fire and all her clothing burnt from her. Father came on the scene a little later and 

had to take off his singlet to wrap around her body, and then carried her home. The womenfolk 

tore sheets into bandages, damped these in salad oil and bandaged her completely. But it was 

to no avail. Mary Ann Coster died of her burns’. 
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THE COMPUTER CORNER – NO. 45 

Algorithmia – Colourising Photographs 
Information for Family Historians using Computers 

Rex Toomey 

 

You would think that after being around computers for over thirty years, nothing in technology 

would surprise me. Yet it was only a few weeks ago after reading a brief note in a Dick Eastman 

Newsletter that I saw a mention of Algorithmia and colouring of photographs which left me 

quite speechless. The premise is that this internet site will take your old black and white (read 

greyscale) images and attempt to apply colours to them. There is very little user intervention 

other than identifying the image or by just dragging and dropping an image onto the website. 

Within a few minutes, the very ordinary and dull photograph of your ancestor is immediately 

given colour – and life! Mostly…. 
 

The web site is called ‘Algorithmia – Colorize Photos’ (my apologies for the American 

spelling) and it may be found here at demos.algorithmia.com/colorize-photos/ (or you may like 

to use the shortcut of goo.gl/oMpWLy). Images are processed from the following box: 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

Once the image is sent to the website as mentioned above, hopefully the wonderful results will 

appear below the file box as in the following example. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

One thing is for sure, the purists and sceptics out there will not approve of this ‘automatic’ 

with no human involvement technique. However, for the majority of family historians who 

want a simple and easy way to make their family history really ‘shine’, Algorithmia is ideal. 

One caveat is that not every image will turn out this good. The major factors appear to be high 

resolution (read – a nice clear image) and good dark and light contrast. Please enjoy using 

Algorithmia but make sure you identify changed images as having been colourised. 

George Henry Avery – After Colourisation George Henry Avery – Original Greyscale 

http://demos.algorithmia.com/colorize-photos/
http://goo.gl/oMpWLy
http://goo.gl/oMpWLy
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SOCIETY MEMBERSHIP FEES 

 

 Renewals New Members 

 Payable at 

1st July each year 
1st July to 

30th June 

1st Jan to 

30th June 

Single $30.00 $35.00 $20.00 

Family $40.00 $45.00 $25.00 

Footsteps Journal 

editions—November, 

February, May, August 

4 issues included in Membership fees 

Subscription is available to Non-Members at $15.00 for one year. 

 

FAMILY HISTORY RESEARCH  

The Society will undertake family history research for an initial fee of $20, which includes up 

to 10 photocopies, a written report, a list of records used, entry in Footsteps (where 

appropriate) and suggestions of other resources. There will be an additional $15 per hour for 

further research.  

 

Please make your initial enquiry to the Research Officer at: secretary@pmdfhs.org.au and 

include details of relevant information and sources already researched. Alternatively, enquire 

via mail and include a business size, stamped, self-addressed envelope to the Research Officer, 

PO Box 1359, Port Macquarie NSW 2444.  

INFOEMAIL 

Our Society newsletter, InfoEmail, is emailed on a regular basis to members who have 

provided an email address. Remember to keep your email address up to date so you do not 

miss out. Please email us if you are not receiving the InfoEmail. 

 

If you do not have an email address, but have a computer with internet access, the InfoEmails 

are available on our website at www.pmdfhs.org.au to download and read. Journal reviews 

now have their own separate tab on the left side of the Society’s website. 

RESEARCH ASSISTANCE  

General assistance with family history—local, Australian and overseas—is available for 

members and non-members in the Local Studies Room at the Port Macquarie Library. Our 

volunteers are on duty to help on most Tuesdays and Wednesdays from 10am to 3pm, with a 

break over Christmas.  

RESEARCH SUPPORT GROUP 

The Research Support Group for members is held from 1pm to 3pm on the Wednesday after 

the General Meeting, in the Technology Room. A focus topic, following on from the General 

Meeting demonstration, is followed by general family history assistance. Entry by small 

donation, cuppa available. 

  

  

mailto:secretary@pmdfhs.org.au
http://www.pmdfhs.org.au/
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PUBLICATIONS FOR SALE 

Port Macquarie & Districts Family History Society Inc. 

Publication Name 
Member 

Price 

Normal 

Price 
Weight 

Church of St Thomas Port Macquarie  

Baptisms, Marriages and Burials (B&W) 

$27 $30 905g 

Can You Remember? Memory Joggers for writing a Life 

Story (A5 booklet – pink cover – 16pp) 

$3.00 $3 25g 

Starting Your Family History  

(A5 booklet – yellow cover – 20pp) 

$3.00 $3 30g 

Pedigree Chart & Family Group Sheets  

1 chart, 16 group sheets (A5 booklet – blue cover – 40pp) 

$5.00 $5 54g 

Certificates of Freedom Records for PM Convicts: 

Runaways, Robbers & Incorrigible Rogues (Book) 

$27 $30 440g 

Certificates of Freedom Records for PM Convicts: 

Runaways, Robbers & Incorrigible Rogues (CD-ROM) 

$18 $20 n/a 

Port Macquarie Index to Colonial Secretary’s Papers 

1796-1825 (CD-ROM)  

$10 $15 n/a 

Harvesting the Hastings – Farming Families  

(CD-ROM in colour) 

$27 $30 n/a 

Sydney Gaol Records for Port Macquarie Convicts April 

1821-1826 (CD-ROM) 

$27 $30 n/a 

General Cemetery Port Macquarie – Transcriptions & 

Images (CD-ROM) Only seven left 

$27 $30 n/a 

Note: All CD-ROM purchases include postage 

Postage Australia Wide 

Up to 250g (Large letter) $3.00 Holds one book only 

250g to 500g (Large letter) $5.00  

Over 500g (Prepaid satchel) $15.00 Holds several books 

Postage charges must be added to the cost of the items purchased. When ordering several 

books, calculate the total weight and use the table above to calculate postage cost. For ALL 

overseas rates, please contact the Secretary. Collection of items instead of postage may be 

possible. Please contact the Secretary (see page 2). 
 

An order form is available at: www.pmdfhs.org.au 
 

Please complete the order form and send with your payment to: 

The Secretary, Port Macquarie & Districts Family History Society Inc. 

PO Box 1359, Port Macquarie NSW 2444 

Make cheques/money orders payable to: Port Macquarie & Districts Family History Society Inc. 

If you would like to order over the internet and pay by Direct Deposit, please send an email 

to secretary@pmdfhs.org.au for the Society’s banking details and a direct deposit reference. 

Pre-payment is required, however Local Government Libraries can be invoiced. 

file:///C:/Users/Shirley/Documents/DATA/ANCESTRY_Port%20Macquarie%20Family%20History%20Society/FOOTSTEPS/working%20file%20No%20141%20November%202016/www.pmdfhs.org.au
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PORT MACQUARIE & DISTRICTS FAMILY HISTORY SOCIETY INC. 

 

PO Box 1359 

Port Macquarie NSW 2444 

Website: www.pmdfhs.org.au 

Email: secretary@pmdfhs.org.au 

Mobile: 0475 132 804 

 

 

Our Research Home 
 

Local Studies/Family History Room 

Port Macquarie-Hastings Library 

Corner of Grant and Gordon Streets 

Port Macquarie NSW 2444 

 

 

Our Meeting Room 
 

CC Mac Adams Music Centre 

Gordon Street 

Port Macquarie NSW 2444 

(between Port Macquarie Olympic Pool and Players Theatre) 

 

 

The Port Macquarie & Districts Family History Society is affiliated with: 
 

The Royal Australian Historical Society 

 

The Parramatta Female Factory 

 

A Committee Member of the 

Society of the NSW & ACT Association 

of Family History Societies Inc. 
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