
 

No. 142 ISSN 1832-9803 February 2017 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 



 

Footsteps Page 2 February 2017 

 

Life Members 

Terry Browne, Kay Browne, Nora Kevan, Frank Maskill 

EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE 

President: .... Diane Gillespie ....... 6582 2730 .......... president@pmdfhs.org.au 

Vice-Pres: .... Rex Toomey ........... 0447 543 323 ..... rp2me@ezitree.com.au 

Treasurer: .... Clive Smith  ........... 6586 0159 .......... treasurer@pmdfhs.org.au 

Secretary: .... Jennifer Mullin ....... 0475 132 804 ..... secretary@pmdfhs.org.au 

SUPPORT COMMITTEE 

 Pauline Every ......... 0466 988 300 ..... publicity@pmdfhs.org.au 

 Jennifer Mullin ....... 6584 5355 .......... membership@pmdfhs.org.au 

 Sue Brindley ........... 0407 292 395 ..... roster@pmdfhs.org.au  

 Shirley Aitchison ... 6582 5488 .......... editor@pmdfhs.org.au 

 Margaret Blight ...... 6583 1093 .......... events@pmdfhs.org.au 

AREAS OF RESPONSIBILITY ~ 2016–2017 

Acquisitions/Archives……………………… .. ……Clive Smith 

Footsteps ...... ………………………..……… . …....Shirley Aitchison 

General Meetings Roster…………………… .. ……Gwen Grimmond 

Journals……..…………………………………….. .Diane Gillespie/Sue Brindley 

Library Roster .................................................. ……Sue Brindley 

Membership . ………………………………… ……Jennifer Mullin 

Minutes ........ ………………………………… ……Jennifer Mullin 

Museum Heritage Group .................................. ……Diane Gillespie 

InfoEmail ..... ………………………………… ……Rex Toomey 

NSW&ACT Association – Delegate ................ ……Clive Smith 

Publicity ...... ………………………………… ……Pauline Every 

Public Officer ................................................... ……Clive Smith 

Research Queries .............................................. ……Research Team 

Ryerson Index Transcribers ............................. ……Kay and Terry Browne 

Social Coordinator ........................................... ……Margaret Blight 

Website/Facebook ............................................ ……Pauline Every 

SUPPORT GROUPS 

Family Tree Maker ........................................... ……Sue Brindley 

Research Support Group .................................. ……Clive/Rex 

RootsMagic Support Group ............................. ……Brian and Lin Panisset 

Writing Group .................................................. ……Noeline Kyle 

DNA Support Group ........................................ ……Ken Hunt 

CURRENT PROJECT COORDINATORS 

Port Macquarie Gaol Break-up ver.2 ............... ……Clive Smith 

Swimming Pool Tile Stories. ........................... ……Yvonne Toomey 

 

PM&DFH Society contact secretary@pmdfhs.org.au or mobile 0475 132 804 

 

president@pmdfhs.org.au
rp2me@ezitree.com.au
treasurer@pmdfhs.org.au
secretary@pmdfhs.org.au
publicity@pmdfhs.org.au
membership@pmdfhs.org.au
roster@pmdfhs.org.au%20
editor@pmdfhs.org.au
events@pmdfhs.org.au
mailto:secretary@pmdfhs.org.au


 

Footsteps Page 3 February 2017 

 

TABLE OF CONTENTS 

Historians and Journalists join fight against the government's land titles sell off .................... 3 

New Members ............................................................................................................................ 4 

Member Support Groups ........................................................................................................... 4 

Calendar of Meetings ................................................................................................................ 4 

Farewell to Robyn Byers 1941–2016 ........................................................................................ 5 

President’s Two Cents worth..................................................................................................... 6 

From the Editor .......................................................................................................................... 7 

Events ........................................................................................................................................ 7 

The DiNA Diary – No. 2  .......................................................................................................... 8 

Chin Lang Tip and the journey to find him ............................................................................. 10 

Convict Women Remembered ................................................................................................ 13 

How I found I had Irish Ancestry ............................................................................................ 15 

Researching the History of the William Street Cottage .......................................................... 17 

Causes of Death in NCB Websites .......................................................................................... 26 

Keeping My Tree Clean – No. 1 & 2 ...................................................................................... 27 

The Computer Corner – No. 46 ............................................................................................... 28 

Society Membership Fees ........................................................................................................ 30 

Publications for Sale ................................................................................................................ 31 

Port Macquarie & Districts Family History Society Inc. ........................................................ 32 

 

 
 

HISTORIANS AND JOURNALISTS JOIN FIGHT AGAINST THE GOVERNMENT'S 

LAND TITLES SELL OFF 

In January 2017, Sydney Morning Herald (SMH) journalist Esther Han interviewed RAHS 

President Associate Professor Carol Liston about her concerns on the government’s land titles 

registry privatisation plans. 

 

In September 2015, the Minister for Finance, Services and Property, Dominic Perrottet 

announced reforms to separate the regulatory and operational functions of Land and Property 

Information NSW (LPI). Since this announcement, Carol has been raising community 

awareness of the serious changes to land record accessibility due to the closure of the LPI 

online shop and the outsourcing of its services to nine LPI approved information brokers.  

 

She explained her concerns, and those of RAHS members, at the Sydney Morning Herald 

interview — ‘Our fear is if these records are removed from the custody of the bureaucrats who 

understand them and have been their guardians for centuries, the records would no longer be 

kept as a complete chain of verifiable information.’ 

 

******* 

 

A related article by Rex Toomey on page 17 urges members to do their family history land 

searches before the records disappear forever. 
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NEW MEMBERS 

Jennifer Mullin 

Lorraine Jose – Port Macquarie Linda Marsh – Port Macquarie 
 

MEMBER SUPPORT GROUPS  

Members only support groups are held at the Port Macquarie-Hastings Library. The cost is 

$3pp to cover the room hire. 

 

RootsMagic 

Wednesday 22 February and 26 April from 1:15pm to 3:15pm in the Library meeting room, 

cuppa available. 

 

Mastering Ancestry (formerly Family Tree Maker support group) 

Wednesday 22 March and 24 May from 1pm to 3pm in the Library meeting room, cuppa 

available. Bring your laptop if you have one – but not essential.  

 

DNA 

Monday 27 February, 27 March, 24 April & 22 May from 2pm to 3:30pm in the Library 

meeting room. Members do not have to complete a DNA test before attending this group. Bring 

your laptop if you have one – but not essential.  

 

Family Search  

Thursday 16 February, 16 March, 20 April and 18 May from 1pm to 3pm in the Technology 

Room of the Library, cuppa available. Bring your laptop if you have one.  

 

The writing group meet monthly on a Wednesday afternoon – there are some vacancies, email 

Noeline Kyle: noelinekyle@gmail.com. 

 

CALENDAR OF MEETINGS 

Venue for General Meetings: CC Mac Adams Music Centre, Port Macquarie 

Thursday Saturday Wednesday 

Committee Meetings 

10.00am – 1.00pm 

Meeting Room, Library 

Monthly Meetings 

1.30 – 3.30pm 

CC Mac Adams Music 

Centre 

Research Support Group 

1.00pm – 3.00pm 

Technology Room, Library 

2 February 11 February 15 February 

2 March 11 March 15 March 

30 March 8 April 12 April 

4 May 13 May 17 May 

1 June 10 June 14 June 

29 June 8 July 12 July 
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FAREWELL TO ROBYN BYERS 1941–2016 

Pauline Every 

It is with great sadness that I report the passing in Nowra NSW, of Life Member, and my close 

personal friend, Robyn Byers, following a long battle with ill health. 

 

Robyn and Laurie Byers moved to the Hastings area in 1988 following retirement, and Robyn 

immediately joined The Hastings Valley Family History Group, as we were known. Robyn’s 

passion was to continue her family history research in the company of like minded people and 

she soon became involved in many of the group’s projects. 

  

Robyn held many positions within the Society including secretary from 1991 to 1997, 

treasurer, journal editor, library roster and participated in many of the projects commenced 

over the years including the indexing of the Lake Innes Memorial Park Books. Together with 

Betty Mariani, she attended the NSW State Conferences when possible. 

 

Without a doubt, Robyn’s greatest triumph was to coordinate the staging of the 1995 State 

Conference held in Port Macquarie, with the support of other dedicated committee members. 

The success of this conference is still remembered by visitors who attended, and lifted the 

benchmark for the presentation of this event for those that followed. 

 

In 1997 Robyn’s health took a setback and reluctantly, she and Laurie decided to move to 

Nowra to be closer to family.  

 

Robyn was deeply loved and will be greatly missed by her family and many friends. Our 

thoughts are with her husband Laurie, daughter Joanne and granddaughters Lucinda and Lily. 
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PRESIDENT’S TWO CENTS WORTH 

Diane Gillespie 

The beginning of 2017 finds our Society members raring to go for another year. I would like 

to welcome everyone back for another year including new members who are beginning their 

family history journey. Our Society continues to grow with active and informative members 

who willingly share their expertise with others. 

 

Like many other Family History Societies/Family History Groups, Port Macquarie & Districts 

Family History Society is comprised of enthusiastic and knowledgeable volunteers who share 

a deep passion for family history and history in general. One of our long-standing members 

who epitomises these qualities is Gwen Grimmond. The Society, in recognition of all the help 

Gwen has offered over the years, and her thorough dedication to assisting others, nominated 

her for the Australia Day Senior Citizen of the year in the Port Macquarie/Hastings area. 

Congratulations on your nomination, Gwen. You deserve it. 

 

Plans are well under way for an excursion by bus to State Records at Kingswood for members. 

The bus is booked, accommodation organised and a tour of State Records planned. It will be a 

busy few days in the ‘big smoke’ but should benefit all those who are able to make the journey.  

 

Members were sad to hear of Robyn Byers’ passing over the Christmas period. She was a Life 

member and a past president. Our sympathies are extended to Laurie and family. A farewell is 

written on page five of this issue. 

 

At the conclusion of 2016 the Society was pleased to present Port Macquarie Library with a 

sizeable donation, earmarked for a FindMyPast library subscription. This will enable our local 

library to maintain three subscriptions and I hope members will take advantage of this resource. 

It can be interesting trying to compare records on other sites as differences can occur in the 

transcriptions of these records. 

 

Our latest project, the Pool Tile Collection is nearing completion. It is a mirror of Port 

Macquarie 50 years ago and is a very comprehensive compilation of biographies of people 

who contributed to the erection of the amenities block of the local swimming pool. The 

publication has an extensive index as well. Yvonne and Rex Toomey and others have devoted 

countless hours to this venture and are to be complimented on the depth of the research 

undertaken. There are others in our society who are quietly ‘beavering away’ working on other 

projects as well. I admire these people who devote their time and effort, by taking a break from 

their own research to work on communal projects that will benefit other researchers. 

 

Another project currently being trialled by committee members is that of indexing the early 

Port Macquarie Rates books. If you would like to assist with this project, please approach one 

of our committee members. 

 

Have you made a new year’s resolution? If it is of a genealogical nature I wish you every 

success and don’t forget that we would like to hear about it. You may not think it is a big 

discovery but it may provide the glimpse into an avenue of research of which someone else 

may not have thought. 
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FROM THE EDITOR 

Shirley Aitchison 

Thank you to all members for your interesting articles and stories for this edition of Footsteps.  

 

An extensive nine page article on how to search land and property records in NSW is included 

in this journal. Also included is an article ‘The causes of death in NCB websites’ which follows 

the call for Colonial women’s names for ADB in the November issue. Short articles on 

‘Keeping My Tree Clean’ written as food for thought ideas, will appear from time to time         

in Footsteps. 

  

There is no particular theme for the May journal. Please submit stories that you feel would be 

of interest and useful to other family historians and send your contribution(s) to the editor by 

20 March 2017 at: editor@pmdfhs.org.au with ‘Footsteps Article’ in the subject line. The 

editor will confirm receipt of your article.  

 

Photos and illustrations are important and will always enhance a story. Please attach photos 

separately as JPGs and indicate the preferred position for them in the article. Up to four photos 

and a maximum of 1500–1550 words, or up to 1800 words without photos.  

 

Articles submitted for publication in Footsteps should be the work of the author submitting the 

articles. Where the writing is not the work of the author, permission must be sought from the 

original author and the source of the work must be indicated in the article when it is submitted.  

 

Views expressed by authors and contributors to this Journal are not necessarily those of the 

Society. All articles and items in this journal are subject to copyright unless otherwise 

indicated. No portion of this journal may be reproduced without written permission of              

the Society.  

 

Members who submit articles published in Footsteps will have their names included in a draw 

in May. The person whose name is drawn will receive a one year PMDFHS subscription. 

 

 

EVENTS 

2017 Sensational Seniors Expo will be held on Monday 6 March from 9am to 2pm at Panthers 

Club Port Macquarie. Our Society will have a stall on the day. 

 

The RAHS/Wauchope District Regional Seminar will be held on 18 March. Cost $20 pp. See 

details at http://www.rahs.org.au/product/rahs-wauchope-district-regional-seminar/ 

 

Grassroots Writers Weekend 24–26 March at Panthers Club Port Macquarie. See details at: 

www.portwriters.com.au or email: grassrootswritersweekend@gmail.com 

 

The Heritage Festival will be held on 12, 19 & 26 April in Port Macquarie. See details at 
www.pmdfhs.org.au 

http://www.rahs.org.au/product/rahs-wauchope-district-regional-seminar/
http://www.portwriters.com.au/
mailto:grassrootswritersweekend@gmail.com
http://www.pmdfhs.org.au/
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THE DINA DIARY – NO. 2  

Using Genetics for Genealogy 

 

Ken Hunt 

What would you prefer to leave as a legacy to your descendants? Money, property or your 

spit? Well of course it’s your choice – you can leave all three if you wish, and according to 

scientist and DNAeXplained blogger Roberta Estes ‘You have short-changed yourself, and 

your ancestor, if you don’t make every attempt to discover their Y and mtDNA haplogroups 

and the historical information that comes along with the haplogroup designation’. In addition, 

I believe that you have short-changed your descendants too if you don’t leave them the benefit 

of knowing your DNA.  
 

So, what is a haplogroup? According to International Society of Genetic Genealogists 

(ISOGG), it is ‘a genetic population group of people who share a common ancestor on the 

patrilineal or matrilineal line. Haplogroups are assigned letters of the alphabet, and refinements 

consist of additional number and letter combinations’. In other words, once you have tested 

your Y chromosome (males only) or your mitochondrial DNA (mtDNA), you have determined 

your father’s or your mother’s genetic signature dating back many thousands of years. 
 

My Y chromosome haplogroup is R-Z2 which is found in Eastern Europe and is extremely 

common in Central Europe and the British Isles, and this same group identifies my father and 

his father and so on back up my family tree. My mtDNA haplogroup is H1a1, and according 

to Behar et al in the American Journal of Human Genetics, the woman who founded this line 

lived between 2100 and 6100 years ago. This group identifies my mother and her mother and 

so on. 
 

Unfortunately, neither haplogroup test will tell you the names of your ancestors — this needs 

to be confirmed using traditional methods, but knowing your group will indicate whether or 

not you are looking at the correct branch of relatives. For example, I know that there are NPEs 

(Not the Parent Expected or illegitimacies) in my tree, and that a match that does not have my 

surname on the paternal side may indicate that an adoption, illegitimacy or name change 

(usually for inheritance purposes) has occurred. If I have a birth certificate identifying no 

father, I can test the descendants of the other children of the mother to see if there is a full 

match or not. In this way I should be able to confirm or eliminate the father of her subsequent 

children as being the father of my illegitimate ancestor. 
 

Family History DNA testing has become very affordable over the past few years and the 

available tests have improved and increased in scope. Just imagine what your great-

grandchildren will be able to uncover and what new tests will be available to them through 

comparing the results of your cheek swab. Make it a resolution to get yourself a kit this year, 

thereby leaving a lasting and valuable gift. 
 

Here is another reason to test your DNA. In 2009 the remains of 250 First World War 

Australian and British soldiers were carefully removed from clay in a mass grave site at 

Fromelles (Pheasant Wood) Military Cemetery near Fromelles, France. See details on website:  
http://www.ww1westernfront.gov.au/fromelles/pheasant-wood/exhumation-and-identification.php 

 

http://www.ww1westernfront.gov.au/fromelles/pheasant-wood/exhumation-and-identification.php
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This is the area where the First Australian Imperial Force saw action on the European Western 

Front in 1916. The resulting battle was described in Ross McMullin’s 2006 book Disaster at 

Fromelles as ‘the worst 24 hours in Australia’s entire history’.  

 

The identification of soldiers lost at the Battle of Fromelles has been a priority for the 

Australian Army Fromelles Project team. After exhumation, each set of remains was 

scientifically examined by forensic radiologist and forensic archaeologists, and in order to 

identify them, DNA was obtained from their teeth and bones.  

 

The team registered the names of over 1000 of the soldiers’ descendants who were willing to 

provide a sample of their DNA. By the end of 2016 DNA matching, along with other data and 

historical information, had been able to identify 150 of the 250 bodies. All of those identified 

were Australian. Members of the public with a relative who died in Fromelles are invited to 

email: army.uwc@defence.gov.au or call 1800 019 090 to register with the Unrecovered War 

Casualties Australian Fromelles Project Team.  

 

In Blaine Bettinger’s book — The Family Tree Guide to DNA Testing and Genetic Genealogy, 

he wrote ‘Genealogical records are not perfect. Our ancestors had poor memories just like we 

do: They bent the truth to make themselves younger or seem more favourable just like we do, 

and they made up stories just like we do. In addition, genealogical records can be altered, 

improperly transcribed or recorded, or completely lost, even in the years immediately after 

their creation. As a result, genealogists work with a trail of imperfect and inconsistent 

breadcrumbs, and we use these traces to recreate the lives of our ancestors. Sometimes we do 

a good job, sometimes we do a poor job, and sometimes we may not know the difference. 

 

‘Trapped within your DNA, however, are the stories of your ancestors. Although this 

information was inaccessible to previous generations of genealogists, modern genetic testing 

has allowed us to extract those stories and begin to add them to the rich genealogical tapestry 

so many of us spend our lives creating’. 

 

I recently obtained this book through Amazon as a Kindle e-book and added it to my Christmas 

reading list. Bettinger has a biochemistry PhD with a concentration on genetics and uses his 

knowledge to bring us an easy-to-read overview of what is happening in the field of DNA 

testing for family history. The book states: ‘this plain-English guide is a one-stop resource for 

how to use DNA testing for genealogy’ and it is. Bettinger takes us through the steps of DNA 

testing starting with what is available and moving into the benefits and drawbacks of each. 

Harder concepts are kept for the final chapters, allowing us as beginners to first understand the 

basics before plunging into the deep pool that is the science of genetics. Reviewers describe 

this book as having ‘everything a beginner needs to know’ and ‘an owner’s manual for your 

DNA.’ If there is one genetics book Santa should have left in your Christmas stocking,            

this is it. 

 

Wishing you all happy hunting in 2017. 

  

mailto:army.uwc@defence.gov.au
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CHIN LANG TIP AND THE JOURNEY TO FIND HIM 

Diane Gillespie 

An article I wrote about the Langtip family of Port Albert, Victoria, was published in 

‘Footsteps’ No. 138, February 2016. I have continued the search for my Chinese ancestor, Chin 

Lang Tip — pronounced ‘Chun’ to give him what I now believe to be his correct name. 

 

I attended a Society of Australian Genealogists (SAG) seminar in early April, which proved to 

be a worthwhile excursion to Sydney. Dr Kate Bagnall, a Professor from the University of 

Wollongong was an extremely informative speaker and spoke knowledgably of Chinese 

migration to Australia in the nineteenth century. 

  

As I mentioned in my previous article, use of different names or familial names can be a 

stumbling block and it was reinforced with Dr Bagnall’s lecture. She explained the different 

names that Chinese immigrants may have used throughout their lives. A Chinese name 

generally consists of three parts or characters; a family name, which usually is written first 

forms the first character, then a generational name that all boys of that generation are given 

and finally a personal name which is usually the last character in the name. Besides this, 

children were known by ‘milk names’ or family/nicknames that were discarded when the 

children reached adulthood. 

 

Further research from other sources supports this naming system. Honourable Clan/family 

names are very different from personal names and it is felt by some that this may be the cause 

of confusion with names of Chinese immigrants. Many Chinese also used nicknames the same 

as we do, such as Jimmy for James and Meg or Maggie for Margaret, and this can be seen in 

the use of ‘Ah’ such as Ah Tip, Ah Wong. No wonder I was having problems! 

 

Dr Bagnall’s research is centred on Chinese migrants 

to NSW but she also mentioned CAFHOV (Chinese 

Australian Family Historians of Victoria). As my 

ancestors lived in Victoria, I felt that this was 

important to my research and sought information 

about the group from Kate during the break.  

 

I ‘googled’ the name (as you do), and was fortunate 

to make contact with CAFHOV and soon after, 

Andrew Wong returned my call. He was instrumental 

in aiding my research. He listened to my story and 

talked with Mr Maurice Leong who is one of the last 

contacts with the older members of the Chinese 

community in Melbourne. I learnt from Mr Leong that 

he knew Chin Lang Tip’s son, William Langtip many 

years ago.  

 

Mr Leong is connected with the Chinese Museum and is working on identifying the memorial 

tablets located within the See Yup Temple in Melbourne. These wooden tablets record the 

deaths of 13 000 Chinese-Australians and Mr Leong and his assistants are in the process of 

William Langtip 
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establishing a database (in English) of these early Chinesei. It was a thrill to actually speak 

with someone who knew one of the older members of my family. 

 

The See Yup Society was a Friendly Society established to assist Chinese immigrants with 

their transition into life in the Australian Colonies. For a compulsory subscription the members 

were supported in their endeavours and their subscriptions paid for the construction of the See 

Yup Temple in South Melbourne, Victoriaii. 

 

Andrew Wong also viewed Lang Tip’s naturalisation documents and identified Chin Lang 

Tip’s place of birth in Sing Nu – now known as Toishan, Province of Guangdong. He feels 

that Chin Lang Tip came from one of the twenty or so villages in this area at the time. 

 

When Chin Lang Tip signed his application for naturalisation he wrote his name in a clear 

hand ‘Lang Tip’. 

 

Andrew also posed the question – did I know of any other brothers or cousins who may have 

come to Victoria at the same time? I had not thought of the wider family connections and this 

is one line of research I will follow. I am now looking at patrilineal DNA to establish a direct 

contact back to China. 

 

I have also found that Chin Lang Tip’s first grandson who was born in Victoria, was registered 

with both English names and Chinese names.  
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How much influence would Chin Lang Tip have 

had in the naming of this first grandson?  

 

Again the name ‘Chin’ appears but the baby was 

registered with it as his third name and not the 

first name like that of his grandfather. The 

traditional Chinese naming system was not 

strictly followed. 

 

The second generation (Chin Lang Tip’s 

children) knew of their father’s ancestry and 

could speak Cantonese, but they were unable to 

write the Chinese characters. Some of the      

boys were sent to study in China but        

prejudice    within the Australian community 

meant that this fact was obscured from the third 

and subsequent generations.  

 

There have been instances in the family where a baby was initially rejected by a mother who 

was unaware of its heritage; either the father or herself being descended from Chin Lang Tip. 

 

Some babies in the family were also born with a ‘Mongolian Blue’ birth mark. This mark is 

visible in families with Asian blood and may extend from a small spot on the back or buttocks 

to larger marks and generally disappears before the child reaches school age. It does not mean 

the ancestor came from Mongolia as such as the mark is also prevalent in other nationalities. 

 

Chin Lang Tip’s Last Will and Testament acknowledges all seventeen children, leaving each 

of them a sum of £10 as they respectively attained the age of twenty-one years or married. 

Thomas, his eldest son, completed the death registration, writing his father’s full name, Chin 

Lang Tip, on the certificate.iii  

 

It seems that during his lifetime Lang Tip had ‘dropped’ the family name and was only known 

by his personal and generational names, which were joined and used as a surname by                 

his descendants. 

 

I have found researching this line of my family to be fascinating. Birth, Death and Marriage 

certificates only provide the framework upon which we base all our other research. Using 

secondary sources such as naturalisation papers, war records, newspaper articles and ‘thinking 

outside the square’ all add texture and richness to the lives of those who have   gone before. 

 

 

i www.theage.com.au/honouring-the-dead-caps-a-life-of-dedication/2007/08/02/185648061419.html 
ii http://chinesemuseum.com.au 
iii Office of the Government Statist, Melbourne. # 31996, obtained 10 Aug, 1978 

                                           

 

 

Harold Ernest Victor Gin War Chin Lang Tip; 

Chin’s first grandson. 1916 

www.theage.com.au/honouring-the-dead-caps-a-life-of-dedication/2007/08/02/185648061419.html
http://chinesemuseum.com.au/
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CONVICT WOMEN REMEMBERED 

Kay Browne 

I was tried for stealing when I was 24 years old and should have 

hanged, but instead, received seven years transportation at the 

Worcester Lent Assizes on the 5th March 1785. I have been shut 

in the pew with two other convict women at St Andrews Uniting 

Church at Evandale, Tasmania. It is 10 am and we are waiting 

for the service to begin.  

 

I am Olivia Gascoigne, Lady Penrhyn in 1788.  

 

It is Sunday, 18th September, 2016 and the bonnets we are 

wearing are to be blessed today.  

 

‘The Blessing of the Bonnets’ is one of the most moving events I have ever attended. Olivia 

Gascoigne (uxor Lucas) was not my ancestor, she was connected to my husband’s Murray 

family. There were quite a few family members here representing the women convicts, but 

what was so surprising was that the two guest speakers were also wearing bonnets related to 

the Murray family. 

 

The organiser who inspired this event was Dr Christina Henri, who worked as an artist-in-

residence at the Cascades female convict factory in Hobart where she first became aware of 

the number of female convicts sent to Van Diemen’s Land. Approximately 12 500 females 

were sent to the island penal colony. In 2007 Dr Henri began 

her mission to have 25 655 simple cloth bonnets made; one for 

each female convict transported to Australia, and is currently 

only 500 short of the target. The bonnets, similar to those worn 

by the women here today are made by people throughout the 

world, many with family links to the convicts being 

remembered. Dr Henri wore the bonnet of Catherine Jones, the 

4th great-grandmother of Terry Browne. Catherine was 

transported on the ‘Surprize’, arriving on the 17th October 

1794. She was convicted for stealing and received seven years. 

Catherine was the mother of Sarah Jones/Mcqueen who 

married Kennedy Murray and settled in Evandale Tasmania. 

 

The next speaker was Marilyn Russell who spoke 

about her background. She was an unknown 

connection until this event and a relatively new 

researcher of the Murray family. Marilyn wore the 

bonnet for Ann White who was the mother of Kennedy 

Murray. Ann arrived on the notorious ‘Neptune’ in 

1789 after being sentenced with an accomplice for 

stealing four yards of printed cotton when she was 18 

years old. Ann was sent to Norfolk Island, and it was 

here that she gave birth to two children, Kennedy 

Kay as Olivia Gascoigne 
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(b.1799) and Elizabeth (b.1802). Ann formed a relationship with Richard Sydes and had four 

children with him. They later married in Tasmania and lived in Longford a neighbouring 

village of Evandale. Anne White was another 4th great-grandmother of Terry Browne. 

A third speaker was Mary Binks who spoke of her convict ancestor’s experiences.  

 

Prior to their talks however, the service was opened by The Governor of Tasmania, Her 

Excellency Professor Kate Warner, who was the special guest at the service. People had 

travelled from throughout Australia to participate. Professor Warner has a special interest in 

Criminal Law and in her opening address she talked about the transportation system. Professor 

Warner said the project had inspired many people to research their convict past, with a 

particular emphasis on female convicts. She said her husband had uncovered his family’s links 

to Elizabeth Bruce, who arrived on the First Fleet in 1788. 

 

After these talks, all those wearing or holding bonnets were asked to bring the bonnets forward 

and place them in a large chest. This was done while the women’s names were read out. Then 

the three ministers attending blessed the bonnets and the service ended. The congregation was 

then invited to follow the Governor across the road to another Church, St Andrew’s Church of 

England, where a candle could be lit in honour of the convicts and where people could have 

morning tea. 

 

In this small village, the police 

were in attendance to hold back 

traffic while the Governor and her 

followers crossed the road. A 

luncheon was held in the Memorial 

Hall for invited guests. This was an 

informal affair and gave us the 

opportunity to mingle with family 

connections as well as others 

including the Governor and her 

husband, Richard. 
 

 

This wonderful celebration or recognition of these convict women was the finale for the 

weekend. On the Saturday, we had travelled to a number of locations on a bus tour organised 

by the local Evandale Community Centre and History Society. Because Evandale is a very 

small village we kept running into people during our time there.  

 

We chatted to Dr Christina Henri about her project ‘Roses from the Heart’ the first Memorial 

to all women sentenced to transportation as convicts to Australia (1788–1853); cloth bonnets 

which symbolise the women whose lives have been shrounded by a veil of amnesia for far    

too long. 

 

We had evening visits with Marilyn Russell and her cousin; and caught up with family 

connections that we had never met, but corresponded with. So all in all, this was a wonderful 

family history experience.  

  

Young girls in bonnets with  

Her Excellency Professor Kate Warner 
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HOW I FOUND I HAD IRISH ANCESTRY 

Lesley Moore 

I have been interested for some time in expanding my limited knowledge about my great 

grandfather, John Robinson. 

 

According to the marriage certificate, John married Isabella Jane Allanon on 14th May 1881 at 

the Church of England Parsonage at Parkes. John was a butcher, and prior to his marriage, he 

was a bachelor residing in Parkes. Isabella was a spinster residing in Bogan River and her 

occupation was described as ‘private life’. The marriage certificate does not show their 

nationality, their ages or the names of their parents. 

 

I knew that Isabella was born on 25th October 1856 in Lower Kelso, Bathurst to Charles Allan 

and Clementina Robertson who came from Scotland, but over the years I could find no other 

information on John apart from the above.  

 

One day while going through some old papers and data, I found a letter written in 1884 from 

William Robinson to Isabella on the death of her husband John. William addressed her not as 

Isabella, but as Mrs Robinson, and he mentioned his brother John and another brother Ben in 

Australia; so I then knew that he was her brother-in-law. William also mentioned his wife 

Mary and their ages, and also mentioned his two sons and where they were living. I was thrilled 

to find an address at the top of the letter – Caddagh, Ballibay.  

 

When I later Googled these places, I found they were towns in Co. Monaghan, Ireland. I felt 

excited and decided to send for birth certificates for my grandmother Gertrude and her brother. 

The certificates showed they were both born in Parkes Australia and one specifically stated 

father John from Kilbarron. I can hear everyone saying ‘always order the certificates’ but this 

was years ago and I thought then that as I knew the dates, I wouldn’t need the certificates; I 

learnt the hard way.  

 

My grandmother Gertrude Helen was born in 1882, when her father was aged 50. Her brother 

Allan Samuel was born in 1883, and their father was still aged 50. John died in 1884 in Parkes, 

and his age was shown as 50 years. Notice how his age always appears as 50 over a four year 

period. So he was quite a bit older than Isabella his wife. 

  

My grandmother’s birth certificate states that her father was born in Kilbarron, Ireland and her 

brother’s birth certificate says that his father too was born in Ireland. My great grandfather, 

John’s death certificate makes no mention of how long he was in the colonies, but it did say 

he was born in Ireland and that his parents were Michael Robinson and Helen. I have found 

that Helen is sometimes called Ellen. So I had a starting point of Kilbarron, in Co. Tipperary. 

Naturally, I could not find anything on brothers William, John and Benjamin Robinson born 

in Ireland with parents Michael Robinson and Helen. 

 

The 1884 letter stated that Benjamin had married Elizabeth Allen who came from Tipperary. 

In subsequent research I found that Benjamin was a successful cattle dealer from Forbes. I 

decided to ring every Robinson in Forbes to see if they were related to Benjamin, and, if so, 

whether they had any knowledge of his brother John, my great grandfather. I was lucky, as the 
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first one I rang happened to be the girlfriend of a descendant of Benjamin Robinson; I gave 

that family the information I had and they passed it on, and the ball started rolling from there 

to Adelaide. They sent me information and old letters written to and from Ireland to Adelaide, 

and so the family started to emerge. It turned out that John was one of 11 children (10 boys 

and one girl) and one letter said the children were all born in Borrisokane, Tipperary.  

 

I found it touching, reading one section in one of the old letters where the only daughter (John’s 

sister) had written to a relative on the death of her parents in 1856 saying ‘that the same snow 

was on the road for both funerals and that her father, Michael, died of grief three months after 

his wife, Ellen’. Ellen had died whilst milking a cow. I know that Michael was a farmer and 

had land around the Borrisokane/Cloughjordan/Kilbarron/Clonmakilladuff areas in Tipperary.  

 

One of the letters mentioned that Michael was descended from Sir Robert McKenzie and Sir 

Michael McKenzie (Scotch Baronets) and their sister Hon. Marion Monica McKenzie. One 

issue was Michael Robinson of Stangarry, Shangarry or Stanbally Shangally Castle, County 

Galway, married Helen Ralph of ‘Ralphmount’, Co. Tipperary. Unfortunately, I have not been 

able to prove the information in this letter, however, a Robinson and a McKenzie were 

connected somewhere in the family. 

 

I have found out a great deal about Benjamin here in Australia, but even when visiting Ireland, 

I have not been able to find any BDM records for the family except for William’s family who 

went to Co. Monaghan. I have been in contact with this side of the family and spent time with 

them in Ireland. When and why they migrated to Australia is a mystery as I can find no shipping 

records for either one of them, but Benjamin was here around 1855 so perhaps John came   

with him. 

 

John had a successful life in Parkes, owned a thriving butcher 

shop, ran cattle and purchased quite a lot of land in and 

around Parkes. God Bless the Lands Department records 

being online now, as I only knew of a few of his land 

purchases. After his death in 1884, I do not know what 

happened to Isabella and the children until 1899 when she 

remarried in Sydney then went to New Zealand with my 

grandparents, (Gertrude had married William Richard 

Higgins from England), for about six years; my father 

(Raymond Robinson Higgins) was born there. 

 

Maybe one day I might be able to find some more on John 

Robinson and his family in Ireland but if I don’t I am so 

happy with all that I have found and been given, the lovely 

people I have met and the places I visited here and in Ireland. 

 

  

Parkes Gazette: August 1875 
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RESEARCHING THE HISTORY OF THE WILLIAM STREET COTTAGE  

Rex & Yvonne Toomey 

Located on the southern side of 

William Street Port Macquarie, 

this delightful cottage at 

number 98 is one block from 

the corner of Murray Street. It 

is one of just a handful of 100-

year-old cottages remaining in 

town and is subject to a 

Heritage listing with Council.  

 

As part of our interest in the 

town’s history, we had also 

recognised this property as 

significant to our town. When it 

came onto the market for sale 

in 2013, we took the opportunity to include ourselves in one of the inspection tours. At that 

time, the sales blurb described it as an ‘iconic building circa 1915’. In mid-December 2016, 

Society member Anne Pope asked if we could research the history of the building using NSW 

Land Records on behalf of her friend who conducts the business Coast Front Realty at that 

address. This article is the result of that research. 

 

The first step in researching land records in NSW is to find the title reference. This can be 

obtained from the Land and Property Information (LPI) website http://www.lpi.nsw.gov.au To 

get to this website, a ‘Google’ search is performed using the acronym ‘LPI’ to locate and then 

open the LPI homepage website. 

 

 

98 William Street, Port Macquarie  

Photographed by Yvonne Toomey 23rd April 2013 

 

http://www.lpi.nsw.gov.au/
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From the LPI homepage, the ‘Free online searches’ link appears on the left side of the main 

window. Click this option to open the LPI Online Services webpage. A message will be 

displayed requiring acceptance of the ‘Terms and Conditions’. Once ticked, the [Proceed] 

button will be enabled to allow the search to be performed. 

When [Proceed] is clicked, the LPI Online Services webpage will provide an option to ‘Search 

location records’ where the address is to be entered.  

Finally, clicking the [Search] button will present the results of the search. 

NSW Land and Property Information website 
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Shown on the left-hand side of this webpage, is the title reference of ‘2/168128’ together with 

a ‘plan’ identifying the block of land. This plan is useful in providing confirmation that the 

street address is correct for the block of land in the search. 

 

Before proceeding, it needs to be understood that ‘2/168128’ refers to the electronic system of 

recording Torrens title information which LPI implemented from 1983. For example, the ‘2’ 

refers to the lot number and ‘168128’ refers to the DP, or Deposited Plan number. To look at 

the ownership records prior to this time, the prior ‘volume and folio’ number is needed. 

Fortunately, this is available on the same webpage. To get this number, click the [View] button 

next to ‘Prior title for 2/168128’.  

 

This presents another message requiring entry of a numbers and letters code. This is required 

for the LPI to confirm the request came from a ‘human’ and not a computer robot. Once this 

is entered and the [Proceed] button clicked, the Prior title details are displayed. 

 

The number ‘3143-23’ is Volume 3143 and Folio 23 of this land prior to it being converted to 

the current system. These numbers are the very important starting point for viewing the history 

of the land in question. Armed with this information, a search of the free Torrens Title     

records on the LPI website can be made through the LPI Historical Land RecordsViewer         

(or HLVR) website.  

 

To open the HLRV website, the ‘Services’ menu item at the top of the webpage is clicked. 

This provides three options including ‘View HLRV’. When the [View HLRV] button is 

clicked, two webpages are presented. The first provides information about the HLRV and 

requires the [Launch HLRV] button to be clicked. The next webpage displays the HLRV 

Terms and Conditions which must be accepted by clicking the [Accept] button at the bottom 

of the webpage. 

 

This will reveal the HLRV webpage with its convoluted search system which is used for 

researching the history of most land in NSW. Currently, it is free to use. 
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The ‘Image Viewer’ search box on the right side of 

the webpage is the starting point for all searches. 

 

When the Torrens title volume and folio are known, 

the simplest approach is to click ‘All Categories’ 

under ‘Search For:’. This will place ticks against all 

other options. Next the ‘Attribute’ option under 

‘Search By:’ is selected. Once this is done, the 

dropdown list on the right of ‘Search By:’ can be 

opened to reveal a large number of options in that 

list. The ‘Vol-Fol’ is then selected so that in this 

case, the number ‘3143-23’ previously located from 

the ‘Prior title’ search may be entered into the ‘For:’ 

field as follows: 

 

 

To commence the search, the final step is to click the ‘Get results’ button. A list of any search 

results will appear in the bottom frame of the webpage. In this case, a single result has            

been found. 
 

The final step is to click the item in the list and an image of the title deed is displayed. 
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Viewing large documents in the HLRV can be problematic. The two main ‘icons’ below the 

image that will be of most use are the ‘magnifying glass’ icon and the ‘hand’ icon. Click the 

magnifying glass and move the mouse cursor over the image, then make it smaller or larger by 

moving the mouse up and down, or left and right. Once the ideal image size has been achieved, 

click the hand icon to move the image around inside of its frame. Other options are available 

and should be tried, such as minimising the two frames right of the main image. 

 

In this example, the image is the ‘Old Form’ Torrens Title for 98 William Street in the name 

of Jessie Marie Staples issued on 22nd December 1920. The ‘Cancelled’ notation in the top 

right states it was superseded by ‘2/168128’ thus confirming the correct document. The stamps 

on the document are in date order and show all transactions against this block of land. These 

include change of ownership and mortgages. Another useful piece of information is the name 

of the original grantee of the land. In this case, it was Henry Allan who obtained the land by 

Crown Grant on 17th March 1838. However, to go back that far, further searching is required 

to find owners before 1920.  

 

In the top left corner of the title 

document, there may be 

reference to previous Torrens 

titles. In this case, volume 

2164 and folios 203 and 204. 

As before, a new search can be made using the number ‘216-203’. This displays a title in the 

name of William Thomas Staples issued on 19th July 1911. Interestingly, the diagram of the 
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land shows it extending all the way to the corner of Murray Street evidence the original 

property had been subdivided. The other title, ‘2164-204’ was in the name of George Henry 

Staples who was later found to be brother of William.  

 

Because there was reference to a 

previous Torrens title number ‘1064-

150’ in the top left corner, a third 

search was conducted. This located a 

title in the name of Thomas Caines 

issued 19th July 1892.  

This new document did not have a 

reference to a previous Torrens title, 

just a notation ‘Appn. No. 8546’. This 

implied that it was the first Torrens 

title document issued and the land 

had been converted from what is called the ‘Old System’ or common law title. This number is 

often referred to as the ‘Primary Application’ number. 

 

At this point, there needs to be some discussion about these two systems of land titles in NSW; 

there is a third system called Crown Land but it is not relevant here. So far, the searching had 

been through the Torrens Title records or as is sometimes called the Real Property Act (RPA). 

This system came into force on 1st January 1863 to combat the problems of uncertainty, 

complexity and cost associated with Old System title. Under Torrens Title, the state 

government maintains and, guarantees the Torrens Title. Individual land transactions are 

lodged with LPI using forms (known as dealings) and the new owner is issued with a single 

document called a Certificate of Title (CT) which supports their ownership.  

 

The Old System land ownership in NSW commenced with the registration of the first grant of 

Crown land in February 1792. Proof of land ownership is determined by possessing and 

presenting all the deeds relating to the land from the time of its first granting from the Crown. 

The land title is a matter of quality and is based on a chain of deeds. As time passes, the number 

of documents requiring safe storage increases and the more chance there is of documents being 

lost, damaged or destroyed. Other issues arise with land subdivision. In summary, Old System 

land title is complicated, expensive, uncertain and the title is not guaranteed by the State. 

Fortunately, whilst not compulsory, a system of deed registration was introduced in 1802. 

 

Returning to the ‘Primary Application’ number ‘8546’, the documents that this number relates 

to, may be viewed at State Records of NSW at Kingswood. As this search was being done 

quickly and cheaply (read free), it was not possible to travel to Sydney to view them. However, 

armed with the information about the grant to Henry Allan, it is possible to search the Grant 

Index in the HLRV to see if the grant to Henry Allan could be located. 
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Many of the HLRV index searches, in particular Old 

System Indexes, require complex and specific details 

to be entered. For the search of the Grant Index refer 

to the image.  

 

Notice that under ‘Search By:’ the ‘Attribute’ option 

has again been selected together with ‘Surname Initial’ 

and the letter ‘A’ (for the first letter of ‘Allan’).  

 

Under ‘Search For:’, the ‘Grant Index’ of ‘Old System 

Indexes’ under ‘Old System Records’ was selected    

by ticks. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The search returned the following window: 

 

 

Many of the search results in the HLRV are NOT in date order. In this example, the index 

entry covering 1838 is not present. This year is very important because that was the year Henry 

Allan was granted the land but the time period is not in this list. 

 

Fortunately, the second page of the search list has the desired date range: 
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With the correct year range located, a click of the entry in the search result list displayed the 

first page of the Grant Index of 1830–1839 for the letter ‘A’. Half way down this page was the 

entry for Henry Allan: 

 

 

Besides the name, there was some other information in the index that confirmed the correct 

entry had been found. The first of these was the ‘Situation’ which is really ‘County’ and Port 

Macquarie is in the County of Macquarie. The second was the ‘Area’ of 1 rood 32 perches. 

Finally, there was reference to volume 1064 and folio 150. The last two columns of the index 

entry provide the serial number and page; ‘203–53’ of the actual grant. 

 

Using this information, the actual grant 

document may be viewed. This involves the 

entry of more details into the Image Viewer 

criteria. The ‘Search By:’ option is still 

‘Attribute’ followed by ‘Serial and Page 

Number’ together with the number we obtained 

from the Grant index, viz ‘203–53’. Under 

‘Search For:’, the selection is ‘Grant Register’ of 

‘Register of Land Grants and Leases’ under ‘Old 

System Records’. 

 

As previous, when the [Get Results] button was 

clicked, a single entry appeared under Search 

results and when that was clicked, the desired 

Grant Register document was displayed. 

 

This was an image of the original ‘Town 

Purchase’ document that confirmed the name of 

the purchaser, the price paid of £32/8/- ($64.80) 

as well as a description of the land.  
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There is a lot more to this story. For 

example, the advertising of the land for sale 

in the NSW Government Gazette and 

Sydney newspapers in 1837 and its transfer 

from Old System to Torrens Title in 1892. 

Also, the title deeds aided in determining 

that the house at 98 William Street was 

erected in 1912 and not c1915 as suggested 

in the real estate advertising.  

 

 

The researching of land records can be easier than 

expected. There is a lot to know and learn, and 

family historians should be aware of this. 

However, the only way to fully understand the 

records and how they are searched is to dive right 

in and start using them. The information contained 

in land records is a gold mine.  

 

Finally, anyone attempting to write a family history without knowing the background of the 

land on which their ancestors lived, is only writing half the story. 

 

The images in this article were taken from the current NSW Government Department LPI 

website. Some months ago, legislation was passed authorising the sale of the LPI business. 

Once this occurs, ‘free’ searching may disappear. Therefore, it is suggested family history land 

searches be made before this happens and before the records disappear forever. 

 

Much of the material in this article relating to background of the Torrens Title (RPA) and Old 

System was obtained from various LPI documentation which can be found on their website, 

especially http://www.lpi.nsw.gov.au/__data/assets/pdf_file/0020/150707/Torrens_title_information.pdf 

Port Macquarie News – 8th June 1912 page 4b 

http://www.lpi.nsw.gov.au/__data/assets/pdf_file/0020/150707/Torrens_title_information.pdf
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CAUSES OF DEATH IN NCB WEBSITES  

Noeline Kyle 

The following is excerpts from: Christine Fernon, ‘Causes of Death in NCB Websites’, 

Biography Footnotes, no. 16 (August 2016), pp. 3–4. 

 

Where possible the National Centre of Biography (NCB) at the ANU College of Arts & Social 

Sciences, acquires birth, death and marriage certificates for all subjects in the Australian 

Dictionary of Biography (ADB). Death certificates which are hard to interpret are sent to a 

medical historian to determine the primary cause of death. This information is then included 

in ADB entries for those aged under 75. Since 2011 they have also been indexing cause of 

death in the NCB’s websites. Those interested can find the list in the facetted browse search 

on the People Australia website at: http://peopleaustralia.anu.edu.au/facets/?facet=causeOfDeath 

 

As to be expected there is a large variety of ways in which people died. 'Heart disease' is by 

far the most common civilian cause, followed by 'stroke', 'pneumonia' and then, somewhat 

surprisingly, 'drowning'. Some of those who drowned were seamen – typically sealers and 

whalers – and passengers who died when their ships sank. The majority of people who 

drowned, however, were colonial settlers who didn’t know how to swim. Richard Wall is one 

tragic example. He died, along with his two daughters, after their boat was upturned on the 

Hawkesbury River. He was found, a day later, still clasping his youngest daughter. 'Suicide', 

'kidney disease', 'influenza', 'childbirth complications', 'tuberculosis' and 'car accident' are the 

next most common causes that we have listed. 

 

A childbirth complication is often understated as a cause of death on death certificates; 

particularly in the 19th century. On the advice of a demographer we are now listing it for 

women who die within a few months of childbirth unless they clearly died from an unrelated 

cause such as car accident.  

 

Twenty-eight people died in buggy accidents – some rather gruesomely; 51 died in horse riding 

accidents, many because their horses shied, others because they were riding too fast or were 

drunk. A rather staggering 70 people were shot dead, 24 of them accidentally, often when 

cleaning their guns or in hunting accidents. Of the 46 deliberately shot, bushrangers and 

underworld figures killed the majority; five were police shootings of bushrangers.  

 

Twenty-three stillbirths and 23 premature births that ended in death have been recorded. One 

of the saddest incidents we have come across involved the family of 20-year-old Margaret 

Cobcroft. She died in 1872, a year after her marriage, giving birth to twins, who also died. The 

deaths of all three were listed in separate entries, one after another, in the Sydney             

Morning Herald.  

 

Most recently, and after some debate, we recorded our first death as a result of child abuse.  

 

Death certificates are generally grim documents. There was one though that we received 

recently that we couldn't help but laugh at. It was for Sydney Grimes, an old seaman. His cause 

of death was given as ‘heart failure (after eating an enormous meal)’. He died at Victors Café, 

in George Street, Manly, in 1917. One hopes that he enjoyed his meal.  

http://peopleaustralia.anu.edu.au/facets/?facet=causeOfDeath
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KEEPING MY TREE CLEAN – NO. 1 & 2 

Brian Panisset 

How easy is it to duplicate a person under different parents? If you are following ancestral 

lines from different sources, they may give different parents for the same child. The compilers 

of those sources sometimes collapse two generations into one, or become confused when the 

same first name occurs in consecutive generations. Different sources will tell you different 

stories, and you may not notice there is a problem. Therefore, deciding which story to believe 

is another question, of course, but usually we can look at dates and apply common sense to 

pick the case where the compiler has gone wrong. 

 

Your genealogy software should be able to produce a report indicating where a person may 

have been duplicated, inadvertently. We have used the facility from time to time, and in the 

software that we use, there are several factors that we can adjust to narrow down the list of 

potential problems. For example — insist on identical spelling for names, or consider the 

possibility that like-sounding names could indicate duplication. How precise do we want to be 

about birth or death facts; must the dates be identical, or should we allow a year or two leeway. 

Should we insist that places are identical, or accept that we may not have a place from one 

source, yet other information would suggest that we have got the same person. 

 

Our experience has been that, if we include people in the report whose birth or death dates are 

up to two years apart, we get a large report, and after we have scanned it, we can eliminate 

around 90% of the people who are listed. Easy, I hear you say, reduce the leeway to a year, or 

even less. Unfortunately, we have found that a few of the genuine duplicates do have dates that 

differ by a year or two, and do not always have the same place associated with them. That is 

an entirely separate issue — how carefully do we define our standard for recording place 

names, and how well do we stick with it? 

 

 

 

How common were centenarians in the time of our ancestors? Not as common as today, I will 

wager, so if our software finds a centenarian, there is a chance that we have got a date wrong 

somewhere. Thanks for the warning, software – I will recheck the birth and death dates to 

make sure I have not swapped some numbers around.  

 

I have seen some publicly available records on a website that contain that error, and even have 

for the same person, death before a claimed marriage. I hope we would ignore records like that 

if we came across them, but the fact that they exist and somebody has gone to the trouble of 

typing them into a computer and making them publicly available is a matter for some concern. 

 

If our ancestor claims to have fathered a child before he was 14, or given birth before that age, 

we might wonder a bit about the accuracy of the dates we have recorded. It is not impossible 

of course, but it is not very likely either. If our software raises a warning flag about age of 

parenthood, it would be wise to recheck the information collected, is unreliable, or a result of 

a slip of the finger when entering a date. Perhaps the original date was not definite, and 

whoever compiled the information used a date on the ‘near enough is good enough’ principle. 
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THE COMPUTER CORNER – NO. 46 

Speech to Text Technology 
Information for Family Historians using Computers 

Rex Toomey 

 

 

Unless you are a touch typist, the entry of text into a computer using the keyboard can be time 

consuming and tedious. For most of us, this means one finger typing or as is often described: 

‘hunt and peck’ (HAP). Don’t get me wrong, there are unique cases to be found on the internet 

where some people are typing up to 350 characters per minute using this approach, but they 

are most likely the exception.  

 

In addition, the demographic of the family historian implies that we are more likely to be HAP 

typists, due to age slowing us down or perhaps an infirmary to our hands. However, wouldn’t 

it be nice if we could just sit at our computer and talk into it and the words magically appear 

on the screen? I believe that time will soon be here with some interesting technology on           

the horizon. 

 

A quick ‘Google’ of the phrase ‘Best Speech to Text Software’ turns up a review site that 

selects Dragon Professional (by Nuance) as the best choice1 with 96% accuracy. At a cost of 

$400, you should of course expect that sort of accuracy. The other products in the review saw 

the accuracy decrease in line with the price of the product down to 60%! This is quite 

unacceptable when considering the next three best choices are also ‘Dragon’ products. Finally, 

most reviews of Dragon also indicate it does need ‘training’ to achieve the optimum accuracy. 

No family historian would be happy with any of this.  

 

Therefore, I was most surprised to find that my new Samsung Galaxy 7 smartphone has this 

technology and it works a treat. To begin, it was just six months ago that I made the decision 

to move to the 21st century and purchase a smart phone — having fought off the desire for 

many years. Once bought, I made it my portable computer of choice, and it has turned out to 

be a ‘Swiss Army Knife’ with much functionality built in.  

 

It was whilst learning to use the text 

messaging function, I noticed the 

microphone icon on one of the ‘buttons’. 

Initially, I used the keyboard and the 

phone’s incredible accurate ‘predictive text’ 

for my messages. Unfortunately, my clumsy 

big fingers would often hit the wrong letter 

and I would need to go back and correct the 

mistakes. Then a few weeks ago, I was so 

frustrated that I decided to give the 

microphone icon a trial. It worked so well 

that I now never type a message – I always 

use the microphone.  
________________________________________ 

1 http://www.toptenreviews.com/business/software/best-voice-recognition-software/ 

Smartphone Keyboard showing microphone icon 
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At the recent Society Christmas Function at Quay Lime Restaurant, I was telling other 

members about the text to speech function. When I gave a demonstration in that noisy venue, 

all were surprised, including myself. With people talking all around us, I assumed the accuracy 

would plummet, but no, it was as good as expected.  

 

One of the software ‘apps’ on my smartphone is Microsoft OneNote which is like ‘Evernote’. 

I had this installed because being ‘cloud-based’, it allows me to store notes on my smartphone 

to replace all the scraps of paper previously floating around in my wallet. The keyboard for 

this app also has a microphone icon, so I decided to try it out for some dictation. I selected a 

small obituary and dictated it into MS OneNote. 

 

The first thing to notice is the difficulty the app had with punctuation and proper nouns. Having 

said that, the result is completely acceptable to me and just requires some tidying up. I was 

also very surprised that it recognised the phrase Battersea England! At this point, you need 

to know that I did not do any ‘training’ of the app to recognise my voice. There are specific 

punctuation words available that can be used such as ‘period’ and ‘comma’. However, these 

can be problematic as the app may interpret these as text rather than commands. The resulting 

text accuracy is similar to what I would expect in scanning the obituary and running it through 

an OCR (Optical Character Recognition) app. 

 

In conclusion, the speech to text facility on my smart phone will not replace the computer 

keyboard for writing large slabs of text, such as this ‘Computer Corner’. One of the main 

reasons is that it is much harder to edit text using this technology. However, for its price, 

convenience and accuracy, I believe it can and will allow me to produce reasonable amounts 

of accurate text by simply talking into the microphone on my smartphone. How good is that? 

  

 
Port Macquarie News 16th March 1929 Sample text as dictated to the Smartphone  
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SOCIETY MEMBERSHIP FEES 

 

 Renewals New Members 

 Payable at 

1st July each year 
1st July to 

30th June 

1st Jan to 

30th June 

Single $30.00 $35.00 $20.00 

Family $40.00 $45.00 $25.00 

Footsteps Journal 

editions—November, 

February, May, August 

4 issues included in Membership fees 

Subscription is available to Non-Members at $15.00 for one year. 

 

FAMILY HISTORY RESEARCH  

The Society will undertake family history research for an initial fee of $20, which includes up 

to 10 photocopies, a written report, a list of records used, entry in Footsteps (where 

appropriate) and suggestions of other resources. There will be an additional $15 per hour for 

further research.  

 

Please make your initial enquiry to the Research Officer at: secretary@pmdfhs.org.au and 

include details of relevant information and sources already researched. Alternatively, enquire 

via mail and include a business size, stamped, self-addressed envelope to the Research Officer, 

PO Box 1359, Port Macquarie NSW 2444.  

INFOEMAIL 

Our Society newsletter, InfoEmail, is emailed on a regular basis to members who have 

provided an email address. Remember to keep your email address up to date so you do not 

miss out. Please email us if you are not receiving the InfoEmail. 

 

If you do not have an email address, but have a computer with internet access, the InfoEmails 

are available on our website at www.pmdfhs.org.au to download and read. Journal reviews 

now have their own separate tab on the left side of the Society’s website. 

RESEARCH ASSISTANCE  

General assistance with family history—local, Australian and overseas—is available for 

members and non-members in the Local Studies Room at the Port Macquarie Library. Our 

volunteers are on duty to help on most Tuesdays and Wednesdays from 10am to 3pm, with a 

break over Christmas.  

RESEARCH SUPPORT GROUP 

The Research Support Group for members is held from 1pm to 3pm on the Wednesday after 

the General Meeting, in the Technology Room. A focus topic, following on from the General 

Meeting demonstration, is followed by general family history assistance. Entry by small 

donation, cuppa available. 

  

  

mailto:secretary@pmdfhs.org.au
http://www.pmdfhs.org.au/
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PUBLICATIONS FOR SALE 

Port Macquarie & Districts Family History Society Inc. 

Publication Name 
Member 

Price 

Normal 

Price 
Weight 

Church of St Thomas Port Macquarie  

Baptisms, Marriages and Burials (B&W) 

$27 $30 905g 

Can You Remember? Memory Joggers for writing a Life 

Story (A5 booklet – pink cover – 16pp) 

$3.00 $3 25g 

Starting Your Family History  

(A5 booklet – yellow cover – 20pp) 

$3.00 $3 30g 

Pedigree Chart & Family Group Sheets  

1 chart, 16 group sheets (A5 booklet – blue cover – 40pp) 

$5.00 $5 54g 

Certificates of Freedom Records for PM Convicts: 

Runaways, Robbers & Incorrigible Rogues (Book) 

$27 $30 440g 

Certificates of Freedom Records for PM Convicts: 

Runaways, Robbers & Incorrigible Rogues (CD-ROM) 

$18 $20 n/a 

Port Macquarie Index to Colonial Secretary’s Papers 

1796-1825 (CD-ROM)  

$10 $15 n/a 

Harvesting the Hastings – Farming Families  

(CD-ROM in colour) 

$27 $30 n/a 

Sydney Gaol Records for Port Macquarie Convicts April 

1821-1826 (CD-ROM) 

$27 $30 n/a 

General Cemetery Port Macquarie – Transcriptions & 

Images (CD-ROM) Only six left 

$27 $30 n/a 

Note: All CD-ROM purchases include postage 

Postage Australia Wide 

Up to 250g (Large letter) $3.00 Holds one book only 

250g to 500g (Large letter) $5.00  

Over 500g (Prepaid satchel) $15.00 Holds several books 

Postage charges must be added to the cost of the items purchased. When ordering several 

books, calculate the total weight and use the table above to calculate postage cost. For ALL 

overseas rates, please contact the Secretary. Collection of items instead of postage may be 

possible. Please contact the Secretary (see page 2). 
 

An order form is available at: www.pmdfhs.org.au 
 

Please complete the order form and send with your payment to: 

The Secretary, Port Macquarie & Districts Family History Society Inc. 

PO Box 1359, Port Macquarie NSW 2444 

 

Make cheques/money orders payable to: Port Macquarie & Districts Family History Society 

Inc. If you would like to order over the internet and pay by Direct Deposit, please send an 

email to secretary@pmdfhs.org.au for the Society’s banking details and a direct deposit 

reference. Pre-payment is required, however Local Government Libraries can be invoiced. 

www.pmdfhs.org.au
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PORT MACQUARIE & DISTRICTS FAMILY HISTORY SOCIETY INC. 

 

PO Box 1359 

Port Macquarie NSW 2444 

Website: www.pmdfhs.org.au 

Email: secretary@pmdfhs.org.au 

Mobile: 0475 132 804 

 

 

Our Research Home 
 

Local Studies/Family History Room 

Port Macquarie-Hastings Library 

Corner of Grant and Gordon Streets 

Port Macquarie NSW 2444 

 

 

Our Meeting Room 
 

CC Mac Adams Music Centre 

Gordon Street 

Port Macquarie NSW 2444 

(between Port Macquarie Olympic Pool and Players Theatre) 

 

 

The Port Macquarie & Districts Family History Society is affiliated with: 
 

The Royal Australian Historical Society 

 

The Parramatta Female Factory 

 

A Committee Member of the 

Society of the NSW & ACT Association 

of Family History Societies Inc. 
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