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Hello there DiNAs, 

Our last meeting was held on Monday 25th July at 1pm at Port Macquarie Library.  Below is 
an outline of the topics we covered. 

Last Meeting’s Topics 

 Our Facebook Page; 
 More Leeds; 
 Next Meeting. 

Our group has a closed Facebook page which can only be accessed by invitation.  We find it 
the easiest way of offering items from the DNA world to each other.  One of the great 
benefits is that anyone in the group can post articles of interest or ask and answer 
questions. 

If you are on Facebook and wish to join us, then simply make a request on the home page.  
It is a private place to ask questions as well as to read about the latest happenings in DNA 
genealogy.  

We started the last meeting as usual by discussing items from our Facebook page.  Here are 
some links you may find useful. 

Our Facebook Page: From June 28th 
 First up was the regular blog from Louise Coakley (Genie1) called DNA & Genealogy. 

In it she offers many articles and links to do with genetic genealogy and other related 
items. 

https://www.facebook.com/groups/242175172819966/
https://www.facebook.com/groups/242175172819966/
https://genie1.au/?fbclid=IwAR0JNttx06mmhx3EZEv1DpvApAv-tZVD9QWjtfucoq6WhpbRcJjULqurU-8
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 If you have had a YDNA test done for yourself or a male relative, FamilyTreeDNA 
(FTDNA) now offers a new Discover tool to provide more information about that 

haplogroup.  To access the tool, simply open FTDNA to the main page and scroll 
down until you reach the section called “Additional Tests & Tools”:  

Click on the “Discover More” button to open the following page and add a YDNA 
haplogroup.  Clicking on the “Show my report” button takes you to another page 

where you will be required to fill out this form to be able to view your report. 
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There is a lot of information to be garnered on this site.  Without going into great 
details – if you have access to a YDNA haplogroup you can do it yourself – below is a 

list of links that can be accessed through this tool. 

 The documentary “Marilyn: Her Final Secret” was shown recently on SBS.  This 
French-made documentary claims to have definitively identified the question of her 
paternity using DNA technology. Filmmaker Francois Pomes says he has new and 
'irrefutable' evidence of Monroe's father. He and his team managed to obtain 
Monroe's DNA from a lock of her hair.  It is available to watch at SBS – OnDemand. 

 Recently on Legacy Family Tree Webinars (LFTW), Jonny Perl the guru behind 
DNAPainter and other tools posted a video interview titled: “What’s New at DNA 
Painter”.  Unfortunately, if you haven’t a subscription with LFTW, then this video is 
no longer available for free. BUT, there are a lot of blogs and videos about the 
various tools available on DNAPainter’s Help site. 

 Dana Leeds has a video called “Using Clusters to Quickly Identify DNA Matches 
Relevant to Your Research Question” on 6th October this year on LFTW.  If you 
register now, the video will be free for you to view either live or (for non-LFTW 
subscribers) for a week following its release. 

 Our Facebook compilation wouldn’t be the same without at least one Roberta Estes 
blog and the first on the list is called: “Tips & Tricks for Working with Theories of 
Family Relativity”.  Theories of Family Relativity (TOFR) are the Ancestry ThruLines 
equivalent on MyHeritage.  As usual, her article is informative and well written. 

 Another of Roberta’s blog posts that was put up is “Seriously, Addie Browning (1909-
1996) is NOT my Father’s Wife – 52 Ancestors #365”  where she she writes about her 
father whom she calls a “ladies man”.  She begins her article by writing: 

“Are you sitting down?  He was married a stunning 13 times. 
Well, I guess I should put “married” in quotes, because he 
was not legally married to at least three of those women, 

https://dnapainter.com/
https://dnapainter.com/help
https://familytreewebinars.com/webinar/using-clusters-to-quickly-identify-dna-matches-relevant-to-your-research-question/?fbclid=IwAR2ipl2kIskjhGGSEjwCJJOpcAfhMJKJJrRc9Uf3QKOrk-ri14TUDqiB7Qg
https://dna-explained.com/2022/07/08/tips-tricks-for-working-with-theories-of-family-relativity/?fbclid=IwAR28PGAcSQFblb4CQhGYAKthcTSvPqgSGIXvAAybQFladUUHfPXOceM-u4o
https://dna-explained.com/2022/07/08/tips-tricks-for-working-with-theories-of-family-relativity/?fbclid=IwAR28PGAcSQFblb4CQhGYAKthcTSvPqgSGIXvAAybQFladUUHfPXOceM-u4o
https://dna-explained.com/2022/07/10/seriously-addie-browning-1909-1996-is-not-my-fathers-wife-52-ancestors-365/?fbclid=IwAR0IlCRQ4DAN6VH93Sg1RMHgmbxOttZoJvYuBcAlucKl2XQe5p_ahqZeZe8
https://dna-explained.com/2022/07/10/seriously-addie-browning-1909-1996-is-not-my-fathers-wife-52-ancestors-365/?fbclid=IwAR0IlCRQ4DAN6VH93Sg1RMHgmbxOttZoJvYuBcAlucKl2XQe5p_ahqZeZe8
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and there is at least one more he claimed to have been 
married to, but no evidence of a marriage has emerged, at 
least not yet.  My father wasn’t the only player, though, 
because of the 5 children he believed were his, at least one 
wasn’t and another one is doubtful.”     

 Roberta has been writing her blogs for 10 years as she explains in “DNA-eXplained 
Celebrates Tenth Anniversary!” 

 Ancestry Australia & New Zealand (Australasia would have done) is about to catch 
up with the rest of the virtual world and release a blog.  This blog is the one they 
sent out telling us all about it. 

 “Police in China Use DNA From Blood in Dead Mosquitoes That Bit Criminal During 
Burglary to Catch Culprit” is an interesting article on how police used blood from a 
couple of mosquitoes to gather DNA and subsequently arrest a person for breaking 
and entering.  

 Finally, once again from Roberta Estes, “DNA: In Search of… New Series Launches”.  
In this series, she is going back to basics and discussing the “how to’s” of using DNA 
for genealogy.  The series titles will include:  

▪ DNA: In Search of…Understanding the Basics 
▪ DNA: In Search of…Your Paternal Grandfather 
▪ DNA: In Search of…Your Paternal Grandmother 
▪ DNA: In Search of…Your Maternal Grandfather 
▪ DNA: In Search of…Your Maternal Grandmother 
▪ DNA: In Search of…Your Father 
▪ DNA: In Search of…Your Mother 

The second part “DNA: In Search of…What Do You Mean I’m Not Related to My 
Family? – and What Comes Next?” is already out. 

More Leeds 

This was a very hands-on part of the meeting where we all discussed and explained to each 
other the Leeds method of determining not only which side of our family our matches are 
on, but which great-grandparents are common ancestors.  There were some very intriguing 
methods discussed and some intricate presentations. 

A question I had was how many of us in Australia managed to find relatives in the upper 
area of the 90-400cM range that Dana Leeds suggests in her article?  Unfortunately, a quick 
survey of those in the room indicated that around 200+ cM was the common amount for 
finding 3rd – 4th cousin matches on Ancestry.  I have found that the amount is much less on 
other sites such as GEDmatch, FTDNA or MyHeritage. 

Upload your AncestryDNA to other sites. 

There are a number of DNA sites to which we can now upload our AncestryDNA.  For a good 
article on how to do it, look at Louise Coakley’s blog: “DNA Transfers: How to download a 
copy of your raw DNA data file & upload it to other databases to get free matches”  Other 
data bases include: 

 MyHeritage – uploading a kit is free but there is a one off unlock fee of US$29 (or 
equivalent in different currencies) to get the use of all their tools unless you are 
already a paying subscriber.  If you do have a subscription (Premium, PremiumPlus, 

https://dna-explained.com/2022/07/11/dna-explained-celebrates-tenth-anniversary/?fbclid=IwAR38bAhq6mwvLqrV5AUEi4zN1zxwIQgxCisQbbxUYz4PAOjpCUN0aosO7Ss
https://dna-explained.com/2022/07/11/dna-explained-celebrates-tenth-anniversary/?fbclid=IwAR38bAhq6mwvLqrV5AUEi4zN1zxwIQgxCisQbbxUYz4PAOjpCUN0aosO7Ss
https://blogs.ancestry.com.au/ancestry/?fbclid=IwAR0aHT8HiNizEqpk6WegH1sb57PFp2ulFqXyWSIygzKx8Aq2yRsODNxSOUc
https://eogn.com/page-18080/12854831?fbclid=IwAR2k3MhwWy2E80i-9wYtb9tVY-6q_D0XKgcIf1_kGuKWzaL6UdCcqMmPAno
https://eogn.com/page-18080/12854831?fbclid=IwAR2k3MhwWy2E80i-9wYtb9tVY-6q_D0XKgcIf1_kGuKWzaL6UdCcqMmPAno
https://dna-explained.com/2022/07/14/dna-in-search-of-new-series-launches/?fbclid=IwAR20Qkv066jOCfDA4m2_qq5_5wTZ8F2LO9qNfYoVk5LzMzM4wm0KW1a-0fw
https://dna-explained.com/2022/07/24/dna-in-search-ofwhat-do-you-mean-im-not-related-to-my-family-and-what-comes-next/
https://dna-explained.com/2022/07/24/dna-in-search-ofwhat-do-you-mean-im-not-related-to-my-family-and-what-comes-next/
https://www.danaleeds.com/dna-color-clustering-the-leeds-method-for-easily-visualizing-matches/
https://genie1.au/dna-transfers-how-to-download-a-copy-of-your-raw-dna-data-file-upload-it-to-other-databases-to-get-free-matches/
https://genie1.au/dna-transfers-how-to-download-a-copy-of-your-raw-dna-data-file-upload-it-to-other-databases-to-get-free-matches/
https://www.myheritage.com/
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or Complete), you can manage as many DNA files as you want without paying extra 
to have access to the DNA features. 

 GEDmatch – uploading is free after signing up with a lot of free tools.  There are 
matches to be found for your kits that are from many testing sites – i.e. Ancestry, 
MyHeritage, FTDNA and 23andMe.  Their Tier 1 tools cost $US15 per month. 

 FamilyTreeDNA (FTDNA) – uploading your DNA is free, but as with MyHeritage there 
is an unlock fee to use many of their tools.  While the database is not particularly 
large, they do have the benefit of letting us find matches that took tests on other 
sites.  Their Autosomal DNA Transfers Guide tells us:  

“If you or a family member have previously tested your 
autosomal DNA at 23andMe©, AncestryDNA™, or 
MyHeritage™, you can transfer your results to FamilyTreeDNA 
by uploading your raw data file. After transferring your file, 
your autosomal data is uploaded to our database, one of the 
world's largest genetic genealogy databases. 

When you transfer, for free, you will receive a list of your 
autosomal matches from our database and have access to our 
Family Finder - Matrix. The Matrix feature allows you to select 
and compare the autosomal DNA relationship between up to 
ten of your matches at one time.  Note: Family Finder is the 
name of our autosomal DNA test. 

After transferring, you can unlock all Family Finder features, 
which include the Chromosome Browser, Chromosome 
Painter, myOrigins®, and ancientOrigins for only $[US]19.” 

The parent company of FTDNA (Gene By Gene) merged in early 
2021 with Australian genetic testing company myDNA, a 
company that specialises in “Wellness” – including dietary, 
pharmaceutical and medical advice based on a DNA test. 

 LivingDNA – also has free transfers and you can find matches.  Unfortunately, 
because it is even smaller in size than FTDNA, many of your matches will be in single 
digit cM.  It gives you “the option to pay for an upgrade and receive your full 
autosomal results which will include regional and sub-regional breakdowns [in other 
words Ethnicity], where possible.  You will also have the option to upgrade to receive 
your full wellbeing [see the comment on “Wellness” from myDNA above] report if 
your original DNA provider tested for the majority of SNP markers required.”  The 
company is UK based. 

 Geneanet – is a French-based company that was officially launched in 1996 to share 
European family trees.  It launched the DNA side in 2020 letting people with existing 
DNA tests upload to their site.  Its benefit is that, along with LivingDNA and 
MyHeritage, it is primarily a European DNA site – although relatively small at this 
stage with similar cM problems to LivingDNA. 

 WeGene – this is a Chinese company and the ancestry estimate results are most 
accurate for those with Asian ancestry, especially Chinese heritage.  It accepts 
uploads from Ancestry and 23andMe and offers matches. 

https://app.gedmatch.com/login1.php
https://www.familytreedna.com/
https://help.familytreedna.com/hc/en-us/articles/4402392808463-Autosomal-DNA-Transfers-Guide
https://livingdna.com/au/
https://livingdna.com/au/free-dna-upload
https://en.geneanet.org/
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Geneanet#:~:text=Geneanet%20%28previously%20stylized%20as%20GeneaNet%29%20is%20a%20genealogy,are%20available%20for%20free%20to%20any%20interested%20people.
https://www.wegene.com/en/
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 Sequencing – is purported to be the world’s largest collection of DNA analysis apps 
and reports. You can upload DNA data from any DNA test to Sequencing and then 
use their apps and reports to obtain insights about ancestry, health, nutrition, 
fitness, beauty, and longevity.  Many of their DNA apps are free to use which is much 
different from other DNA upload sites.  Whether these tools are really useful, I don’t 
know because I have yet to try this company. 

 MyTrueAncestry has been set up “to help you take your DNA results a step further. 
Discover your ancient relatives by comparing yourself to thousands of ancient 
samples from real archaeological sites.  Our simple and secure service puts 10,000 
years of history, and over 85 ancient civilizations from around the world, at your 
fingertips.”  For a price of course – between $47 and $596 which I presume is in US$.  
Their claim to fame for this site is that it doesn’t use mitochondrial DNA (mtDNA) to 
identify a generic haplogroup like other DNA companies. It compares autosomal DNA 
directly to ancient samples so that it can reveal a specific ancient group, such as the 
Vikings.   

The site does have a free feature, which includes an upload and analysis of one DNA 
file, basic maps, and a general timeline. 

Just for interest, Roberta Estes lets you search your Y and mtDNA on her Viking 
database for free.  Simply choose Ctl-F on your PC keyboard and put in your Y or mito 
DNA haplogroup and hit “Enter” to show the number of matches you have on her 
page.  My Y doesn’t find any matches but my mtDNA haplogroup certainly does. 

 African Ancestry – this site lets you upload your DNA to find your African roots but 
analysis of the data costs $US210. 

Looking for cheapest prices for Ancestry DNA kits? 

As you are aware, the major DNA testing companies regularly reduce their prices for certain 
events such as Christmas, Easter, St. Patricks Day or simply because it’s Tuesday.  It is worth 
joining the Facebook group Using DNA for Genealogy - Australia & NZ not only for its 
interesting DNA information but also to find the cheapest prices for DNA kits.  The site is 
administered by the well-known Australian genetic 
genealogist Louise Coakley.  Clicking on Featured at the 
top of their page and scrolling down, will open a graphic 
called “Discounts: DNA Tests & Subscriptions”.  If you 

can’t find it, search at the top of the 
page for “Discounts DNA Tests”.  
Whenever a member in the group becomes aware of a discount link, it 
will be shared here.  

The regular price for an AncestryDNA kit in Australia is A$129 + $30 
shipping.  When I logged into this site today (27/7/2022) the discount price for an 
AncestryDNA kit was shown as A$85 + $30 shipping (shipping includes a return-paid 
satchel).  Looking for a bargain?  It is certainly worth visiting this site regularly.  

And Finally: 

Don’t forget, if you find something of interest then let the rest of us know too, either by 
sending me an email, bringing it up at the next meeting or posting it onto our Facebook 

https://sequencing.com/?rfsn=4315613.5c3fff
https://mytrueancestry.com/en
https://dna-explained.com/2020/09/18/442-ancient-viking-skeletons-hold-dna-surprises-does-your-y-or-mitochondrial-dna-match-daily-updates-here/
https://dna-explained.com/2020/09/18/442-ancient-viking-skeletons-hold-dna-surprises-does-your-y-or-mitochondrial-dna-match-daily-updates-here/
https://africanancestry.com/
https://www.facebook.com/groups/400009620157960
mailto:ken@winhunter.com
https://www.facebook.com/groups/242175172819966/?ref=bookmarks
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page. If you want us to discuss a particular DNA subject let Pauline or myself know and we 
can chat about it at one of our future meetings. 

Next Meeting:  

I will be presenting the next DNA Support Group meeting on Monday 22nd August 2022 
between 1:00pm – 3:00pm at the Library Meeting Room.  The main topic will be about 
what’s new at DNAPainter. 

See you then and stay safe. 

 

https://www.facebook.com/groups/242175172819966/?ref=bookmarks
mailto:paullina48@gmail.com
mailto:ken@winhunter.com

